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1. A Penny A Day. A penny on day 1. Two pennies on day 2. Three on day three. Four cents on day 4. A nickel on day 5, 

etc. all the way up to 31 cents on the last of the month. Get one person doing this for a year and he’s donating a hell of a 
lot. Maybe not the best idea. If I did the math right, the total for one person, for one month comes to $41 and change. If an 
office or business sponsored the shelter for a month, and every day a shelter volunteer went and collected the change from 
every person, the individuals probably won’t skip a day. Ten people volunteering, thinking they aren’t giving more than 
31 cents will give you $500.  Try making a calendar to fit around a coffee can, and have the amount due on each day. Use 
use coin clip art? 

2. Address Labels. Do these on the spot, with a portable printer and portable computer. If you want, have a menu of what 
you can do at home: scan in photos of the pet and print on the label with the owner’s address. Use Avery labels; they are 
the standard. 

3. Adopt A Shelter. During Adopt a Shelter Month see if you can get people or an office to adopt your shelter for that 31 
day period. Actually, do this in July or August. Have a schedule of what the adoption means: Schedule a day for them to 
come walk the dogs, play with the cats, wash the windows, sweep the floors. Kind of like the adopt a mile litter cam-
paign, but this is for a limited time. If you get enough people or offices, do it by the week. One office for one week. Re-
member to schedule bringing in a bag of cat litter per person, a bag of dog food, a can of kitten or puppy milk replace-
ment as part of the event. 

4. Aerate A Thon.  Rent a law aerator and do lawns for $25 bucks. Keep $5 per lawn to pay for the rental and drinks, and 
donate the rest. It takes only a few minutes per lawn, and the lawn benefits as well as the shelter. 

5. Aerobics Marathon. Organize a mass aerobics session at a local school, church hall or community center. Participants 
could be sponsored and/or be charged to enter. Use a trained aerobics instructor. You might be able go get away with 
something like putting in a Sweatin’ To The Oldies type tape, but you need to worry about legalities. Plus unless you 
have a wall of TVs it’s hard do see! 

6. Air Flights. See if a small aircraft company can do orientation tours, basically a sky-view of the town. These can be 
pretty fun, but very expensive. Hey, if you can get a helicopter, you can hover over your house. That’s pretty cool. And 
some places will do aerial photography of your home! 

7. Alternative Transport. Get sponsored to find different ways to get to and from work each day for a week. You could 
be sponsored for the number of days you succeed or for the number of different methods you find e.g. walking back-
wards, cycling, skateboarding, roller skating etc. Carpooling won’t count unless you’re fanatical about being alone in 
your Mazeratti.  

8. Alumni Organizations. Call your own university or professional organizations and ask them to place an ad in the 
alumni newsletter asking for donations.  

9. America’s Funniest Videos. Contact everyone who has adopted from you, and put an ad in the paper. Call the  radios 
and newspapers. Also contact every other shelter or rescue in your area, regardless of species or whether it is kill or no-
kill. Contact AFV and tell them you want a pets-only show where the grand prize goes to shelters. Now, assuming you get 
their permission, all your adoptees and all the adoptees of other shelters, as well as all the pet owners who are interested, 
send in a video of their pet being silly. Have local, county, regional and state competitions. See if local cable will let you 
show the competitions on the public service station. You need a venue with a big-screen TV (a bar will work). The audi-
ence votes. The winner goes up the chain. Eventually the top winners go on AFV and their audience chooses the winners. 
The grand prize goes to the shelters, but maybe there can be smaller  financial prizes donated all along the way. This idea 
needs work but I bet someone could run with it. 

10. An English Tea. Tea is really a meal, served between 3 and 5 p.m. Supper is usually served fairly late, and tea was the 
holdover between lunch and supper. But aside from that, serve tea, crumpets, finger sandwiches, etc. 

11. Angel Menorah. There are eight days to Channukah.  See if a local business (or maybe synagogue?) will let you put up 
a menorah with a bunch of flames on each day (kind of like post-it notes with requests written on them) Let people pull 
off one flame each day (okay this is backwards) and donate one item for that day? Or, have the candles and the flames 
each as a separate donation request. 

12. Angel Tree 1.  Each year as the Christmas holidays approach, sell lace angel ornaments which people can buy in mem-
ory of or in honor of anyone they choose. Place the ornaments on Christmas trees in a public place: a bank, an office, etc. 
until a few days before Christmas. Then have an open house so folks can take their angels off the trees. Serve refresh-
ments (not for sale as this would be a thank you, so make it cheap). 

13. Angel Tree 2.  Around the Christmas time, ask if you can place a tree in a public place: bank, supermarket, dentist of-
fice. Put ornaments with pictures of animals on one side and a wish list on the back. Have a box at the exit or near the tree 
if you don’t want people putting wrapped gifts under it. In a supermarket, people might take the ornament with them and 
shop for your items! Make it a nice ornament and the people can take it home for their tree, or as a gift to someone “for 
Christmas I helped FooFoo in your name.”  

14. Animal Camp.  Invite children for a day to learn how to care for animals in a shelter pen. Charge a couple of bucks. 
You won’t make much money but you might gain in awareness a generation down the road. Serve animal crackers and 
juice, maybe have some contests or a small carnival. 

15. Animal Club. Like Save the Children on a small scale. Doesn’t work well if animal is euthanized. You get a photo, bi-
ography, paw print and stat rep of your pet. Can be one-time donation or monthly setup. If the pet is adopted, make sure 
the new parents know about the sponsor and send the sponsor a good Christmas letter as a wrap-up. 

16. Animal Quiz. For money, sponsorship, etc. Caring for pets, medical questions, euthanasia, how many “illegitimate” kits 
or pups born, etc. 

17. Answering Machine Messages. Got a good mimic? Do a celebrity answering machine tape. Either have him/her do 
tapes and sell them, or sell his/her services to do a “winner’s choice” recording. I think you’ll get more money if you can 
sell a bunch of Marilyn Monroe, James Bond, James Cagney, President Clinton, etc.  
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18. Antiques Road Show. Ask some local antique dealers to help you on this. People bring in their doo-dads and see if 

they might be valuable. Gets the dealers some advertising, and people love to think they have treasure. 
19. Aromatherapy Evening. When I was in England, there was a company that had parties like Tupperware, but it was all 

aromatherapy. If there is no such company here, call an aromatherapist (health food stores might know some) or the 
UCMT and ask. Lecture on the qualities of certain oils, maybe a hand or foot massage, etc. 

20. Art Contest. We need to have a place for a month, so this may not work. Local artists pay a set fee to enter in different 
categories. People vote by placing a dollar bill in the box below the art piece. Or, they drop a quarter in the box. Some-
thing like that. Whoever has the most quarters wins (see if TV will publicize). 

21. Art Exhibition And Sale. Ask local artists or galleries to donate pictures (originals or numbered prints) or to donate a 
percentage of the proceeds of their own art sale. 

22. Art Sale. Have a local artist paint a picture expressly for the shelter or see if he/she will donate one. If we can get mall 
space, have the raffle run for a month. 

23. Art/Poster Sales. contract an outside vendor, they set up a booth and you take a percentage 
24. Ask For What They Can Afford. Take a good look at whom you’re asking for donations and don’t undercharge! If 

you know they can afford $100 don’t ask for ten. Likewise, don’t ask for ten bucks if the person is very poor and only 
wants to help. Ask for services instead.  

25. Ask Your Local Restaurants. to place a money jar at the front of the restaurant –They may be willing to place the jar 
in a high traffic area so lots of patrons can see it. Try to match the colors of the jar with the restaurant, but make sure you 
have it personalized. A photo might help, or simple words and line art might be best. Evaluate and judge the situation. 

26. Ask Your Local Waitors Or Bartender. to donate a portion of a day’s tips to your cause. You can create a sign for 
the bartender to place on the bar stating that “All tips collected tonight will go directly to save Utah pets from being 
killed.” Maybe the waitress will wear a button for the day. 

27. Assault Course. Let everyone pretend they are SEALS or SAS for a moment. I don’t know about the other branches of 
service, but the Air Force had something in basic training called the Confidence Course. It sucked. I can’t believe I did it. 
Climbing towers and rope walls, hoisting myself over obstacles, doing the Tarzan over a pool of water, weaving in and 
out of some railroad tie looking things. Crawling on my belly through a fake sniper field. Avoiding barbed wire. Scaling 
walls. Jump over logs. I don’t remember what else. Probably a good thing. You can set up one of these. A military acad-
emy might help, or contact your local recruiter and tell him what you want. It’s a recruitment opportunity. Or talk to your 
local police department. I believe they have something similar. Crawling through drainpipes. Crawling over barrels. Up 
and over “rooftops.” That ladder looking thing that you pull yourself forward. Running like hell between obstacles. Fun, 
fun.  

28. Astrological Charts. fake ones for pets or real ones for humans. Make a fake series of signs based on adoptable pets 
with distinct personalities. 

29. Auction And Dinner. Get together with a school or small civic organization (share the customers, extend your base, 
share the costs, share the wealth). Sell tickets for $10.00 per person. This covers dinner at a nice reastaurant and enter-
tainment. At the dinner you have an auction or tombola. This would be good if you contacted everybody who has adopted 
from you. Reduce the price for them. Of course, get the dinners reduced in price from the restaurant owner if you can. If 
not, just get something cheap (haha).  

30. Auction For GST. Try auctioning off Goods, Services or Talent. The G, S and T get donated by businesses or individu-
als. Examples would be: a haircut or style; a month of lawn mowings; a massage or two; four hours of babysitting or day-
care; a weekend day pass at an amusement park; a gas or electric fireplace with installation included. Other ideas are half 
a cow or a freezer full of frozen food; a lawnmower; tailoring; dry cleaning; housecleaning; a week at a timeshare (pitch 
included, unfortunately); and meal certificates at restaurants. Individuals could donate basic car services (doesn’t need to 
be a pro, just be good at it) or cook, or yard work. People bid for the skill not the individual. You might want to contact 
unions and see if there are any retired union members who have skills they can donate. The union would get some posi-
tive publicity (rare) and the auction would get real skill. 

31. Auctions On Ebay. Get folks to sell items on eBay and donate the profits to Heaven's Gate, or get folks to donate items 
and have one person be the eBay auctioneer. Have a link for your own web page, or to an on-line fundraising account, and 
request that everyone visiting that e-bay page donate one dollar to the fund. 

32. Australian Evening. Eat Vegemite. Dress like Koalas. Wrestle crocodiles. Watch videos of Skippy. And charge for it. 
33. Autograph Day. If you can, invite local celebrities to autograph pictures, crafts, baseballs, books, etc. If you live near a 

school and one of your sports team members has been in the news as a potential Heismann trophy, invite him.  
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34. Baby Walk/Toddle. Organize a sponsored walk or toddle for parents and babies. This can be combined with best 

dressed baby competition, toddler fancy dress or toddlers and teddies picnic. 
35. Babysitting. Not as odd as it sounds. Raffle off Friday nights in December or Valentines Day night where you will 

babysit from 5-10 pm. Give parents a night off. Make sure ticket prices are half or less of what babysitting rates are in 
your community.   

36. Bachelor Auction. Do something with all those wasted men! Sending them to the moon isn’t an option .  Have a de-
cent-sized gift certificate at a nice restaurant and a pair of movie tickets.  If there is any extra money returned (assuming 
you bought the tickets) that money goes into the charity pot.  The bachelor (or bachelorette if it’s a woman) who is the 
“prize” has the tickets or money; you don’t give it to the winner.  

37. Badge A Minute. Create some good pins and sell them. Or give them away with a $25 donation. Make them attractive 
so folks will want to wear them around, at least for the day. 

38. Bag. at local supermarket for tips only. Try military installations, too at payday, the 1st and the 15th of the month. You 
need to go through the Red Cross to do that, and you share the profits. Don't forget convenience stores. All tips go to The 
Cause (sorry, sometimes the Irish comes out). 

39. Bake Sale. Decorated cakes, cut-up cakes, dozens of cookies, preserves, candies, jams, etc. Try a cake tombola, a guess-
the-cake-weight, how many chips in the cookies, how many cookies in the jar, etc. Nice in conjunction with coffee morn-
ings. If your company allows it, have a cake sale in the break room or an unused office. Publish it on boards. 

40. Bakery. Ask bakeries if they will donate a penny a loaf of bread sold on a given day. Include supermarket bakeries. If 
it’s a chain, ask if the WHOLE CHAIN (LIKE EVERY ALBERSTONS) WILL DO IT. 

41. Ball. This one needs good planning and a budget. Arrange an evening ball with dinner and music for co-workers and their 
families. The ticket price will depend on the budget and cost of facilities. It could be a spring fete, mardi gras ball, harvest 
ball, summer solstice, etc. Or  how about a Cinderella ball, where you have a VERY eligible “prince” and everyone has to 
dress up in long gowns. The prince is in something kind of like a uniform with a cloak. Maybe there is one Cindrella 
(chosen and notified privately ahead of time) who runs away at Midnight? Or the prize is a date with the prince. Or a ride 
in a pumpkin if you must ☺ 

42. Balloon Auction. Money/helium filled balloons: Put money into 100 helium-filled balloons and sell them for $10 each. 
Denominations: One $100, two-$50.00, two-$20, two-$10, two-$5.00 and the rest $2.00. Sell all 100 and make a total of 
$548.00 

43. Balloon Bust. Fill a couple hundred balloons with helium and slips of paper redeemable for prizes or cash, or (10 per-
cent) Thank You Please Try Again. The prizes can be a free Coke if Coca Cola is helping sponsor event. You could have 
an early bird prize about Guess The Number of Balloons. That could go on for a couple of hours, then the prizes start to 
be drawn. Fill a room with these balloons, so patrons walk in and find themselves in a latex obstacle course. They can 
pull one balloon outside, you write his name on it with magic marker. Then he puts it back til the end of the night. During 
the day, have patrons guess how many balloons are in the room. The closest wins a prize at the end of the day. 

44. Balloon O Gram.  A  telegram with balloons. A message with each balloon, or you could even have a color code: Red 
is love,  Blue is Get Well Soon, Yellow is Friendship, Green … well, I think of M&Ms, but maybe something calmer like 
Thinking of You or Just Saying Hello. Make up your own.  Run this fundraiser for a while, including holidays. From Feb-
ruary to Memorial Day would give you Valentine’s Day, Easter, and Mothers Day, as well as birthdays. You need a de-
livery person who knows the area. A real estate agent is great! The driver takes a bunch of balloons,  a greeting card, and 
maybe sings a happy song.  

45. Balloon Races. hot air ballon rides and festivial- sell entry fees, sell rides, sell photos. 
46. Balloons. A balloon race or release is not recommended, because wildlife can pick up and eat burst balloons with deadly 

results. However, balloons filled with prizes (or certifiates for prizes) are okay. 
47. Band Aid 1.  Ask local bands to have one special during their gigs where they ask for donations for you. They should 

have a jar, of course. Several. Or, ask local bands to take part in a band festival. If you have a pavilion in a public park, or 
other appropriate outside place, ask them to play for free and charge a cover charge to listeners. Sell refreshments; you’ll 
make most of your money there. If you can get food donated even better. Consider having a benefit concert (same thing as 
a music festival). Call it that, and local bands, church choirs, etc. might be willing to volunteer. You could publicize that 
the entry ticket is a check made out to the shelter or org. Don’t call it Band Aid. I used it as a pun, but I believe it is copy-
righted. Pet Rock may also be copyrighted. What other names can you come up with (I like Pet Rock best but there you 
are)? 

48. Band Aid 2. If you can get some bands or DJs together, try having a major block party with a theme from the 60s or 70s. 
These people now have money to give. The 50s is less popular now, but in some communities it may still hold up. You 
should talk to the cops and fire department: Their benevolent societies usually need money too, and if you guys can com-
bine forces you’ll have security and protection for your combined event! 

49. Barbecue. Hold a lunchtime, afternoon or evening barbecue in hired grounds. Sell tickets in advance. If you are plan-
ning a family/work barbecue anyway, then ask invitees bring a can of cat food (6 oz minimum) or packet of cat food per 
person. Or, leashes, a box of heartworm medicine, etc. 

50. Barbershop Quartet. Mens or womens. These sound wonderful and can be done on a street corner with a begging hat 
(get permission first). 

51. Bark In The Park Sponsored Pet Walk. Call it what you will – Strut Your Mutt, Jog Your Dog, Canine Constitu-
tional, Paws in the Park, Wag and Walk, A sponsored pet walk where the walkers (and their pets) solicit donations for 
how far they walk. Or, participants pay a set fee to enter and walk their dog. OR, bring homeless dogs who need walking. 
Remember the pooper scoopers. This could culminate in a pet talent show or some other event where you solicit addi-
tional donations. Use it to present spay/neuter message, or message of finding homes for all the homeless ones. Ask peo-
ple to sponsor a homeless dog to see how many laps (limit of four?) he can do. Very funny with puppies, who have their 
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own agenda. Or, sponsor a dog who wants to walk his person? You could do a cute turn-around, with advertising that 
promotes "walking your person" and that explains that this is good for your "person's" health.  
Relays and races, booths for snacks, kennel rentals for dogs while people do their own things.  
Remember to try to get lots of vendors, even yard sale table type vendors, exhibits, dog wash and a vaccination clinic. 
Have a yard sale area where you rent spaces outlined in chalk. Food booths for people and dogs.  Organize an interesting 
route for dogs and their owners to walk around, with all participants sponsored.  
Take a synonym of walk and add something to it. Remember you can change the verb case. Name ideas (some are just 
verbs you can add to):  
Paws Forward  
Canine cruise  
Paws on the Pavement 
Outward Hound 
Bassett Waddle 
Poodle Perambulation 
Pooch Patrol  
Walk and Wag  
Bark in the Park 
Million Mutt March 
Mutt March 
Samoyed Saunter  
Stroll 
Amble 
Stride 
Prance (Examples: Prancing Paws? the Annual Paw Prance? Puppy Prance?)  
Canine Swagger 
Puppy Parade 
Hound Hike 
Tramp with Your Pet 
Take a Turn with your Dog 
Pace With Your Pooch 
Stride 
Step 
Tread 
Traipse 
Hoof 
Trudge 
Trek 
Stride 
The Puppy Path 
Sidewalk of Many Dog Poops 
Labrador Lane 
Avenue 
Alsatian Alley 
Fido’s Footpath 
Passage 
Promenade 
Esplanade 
Or, take this odd suggestion: Name a dog "Naked" then get some local celebrity (new anchor, weatherman, radio person-
ality, sports star, mayor) to "Walk Naked." Advertise the heck out of that.   

52. Barn Dance, Country-Western Night Or Cow Poke Buffet & Auction.  Ask local country station to sponsor or 
attend, and have country music and square dancing. Ask square dancing association to volunteer their time and equip-
ment. Ask hard rock patrons not to throw up. Get donations of food items from local grocery stores for volunteer cooks to 
prepare into dinners for an All-you-can-eat Country Cooking Buffet. To get a headcount, sell tickets in advance for $7 
adults, $5 kids. Have 10 percent more at the door just in case. After the buffet hold an auction (get an auctioneer to volun-
teer, or have a volunteer try auctioneering). Get donated merchandise from local merchants and members. See if you can 
get meals from restaurants, dry cleaning, oil changes, car tune ups, golf packages, etc. Profits will increase in succeeding 
years. 

53. Baskets. Every volunteer makes a themed gift basket. A garden basket might have gloves, seeds, hand lotion, a small 
rake, seeds, etc. Auto might have waterless hand cleaner, shop towels, Rain-X, a tire brush. Sports might have sports 
soap, a wash cloth, a mesh sneaker bag. The volunteer making the basket is responsible for every-thing about the basket 
and must keep all receipts. A theme-decorated coffee can (or basketball, who knows) is in front of each basket. As tickets 
are sold, half of each ticket goes into the can. At the end of the event, a name or number is drawn. Baskets are auctioned 
off, volunteers are reimbursed if need be for what they spent and profits go to the shelter. We might advertise and get lots 
of stuff donated from folks who used to do crafts but don't any longer. Good ValPak idea? 

54. Bastille Day. Organize a French-themed evening on 14 July and sell tickets or charge friends a can of pet food as the en-
trance fee. French cheese, wine, garlic, French bread and pates are required.  So are berets! You can have a pointilist con-
test and everyone can paint dots! Or maybe not. 

55. Bath, Body And Spa. Ask Utah College of Massage Therapy if their students will volunteer for either a small fee to be 
split, or no fee. Let them try out accupressure, massage, aromatherapy, salt rubs, etc. 

56. Be Good To Your School. Use your high school. Ask the art department to make suncatchers, or do paintings, sculp-
tures, etc. Get the wood shop to do pre-fab dollhouses or mail box stands. Sewing could do up doggie vi-sors (very popu-
lar) or doggie costumes (does anybody dress up cats?). Hold your contests with them (story and essay, artwork to accom-
pany personalized books, etc). 

57. Beach Party. requires a back garden or open air venue. Hold a beach-style party with barbecue, beach-rules volleyball, 
French cricket (croquet anyone?) and other beach games. You could have a competition for the brightest beach-shirts. 
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Charge teams an entry fee for events. You could sell tickets in advance or ask for a donation (of money, can of pet food). 
You know what music to play, of course ☺ 

58. Beard Trim. If you have a beard or moustache, get friends and colleagues to sponsor you to have it shaved off. 
59. Beauty Pageants Of A Sort. Those with a twist work. Guys in drag, women’s hairy legs, etc. Photos in lobby and au-

dience members can cast their votes, using a dollar bill as the ticket.  
Other ideas: Competitions could include: Big belly, hairy leg, ugliest moustache. Or a drag queen beauty pageant. The 
panel of judges is either drawn from the audience (who paid to attend) or there is a voting booth and the entire audience 
votes during an intermission. To vote, audience members donate quarters to the one they want to win. The guy who 
brings in the most money wins! The "prize" probably should be something funny like a bucket of slime poured over the 
head of the "winner." Sell tickets for $3 adult, $1 kid. 

60. Beneficiaries.  Get to know them well. You’ll be asked where the money is going and it will be very impressive to a 
potential donor if you’re able to speak eloquently about it. Um, this is NOT a short-term money-getter! 

61. Best-Tasting Dog Food Contest. Human contestants taste and decide which dog food tastes best. Get the local big-
wigs to do this. Does Governor Leavitt prefer Nutro to Alpo? Hmmm . 

62. Bicycle Companies. If you are doing a ride for the animals, contact a couple of the big bike companies. Tell them 
what you’re training for and ask them if they would like to sponsor you. You may even get some cool riding gear, too.  

63. Bike Ride. Work out a safe scenic route and arrange a sponsored bike ride. See Bicycle Companies for more info. Think 
of who you’re getting. Family rides will be different from guys who regularly do bicycle marathons. 

64. Bingo. See if a local bingo hall or Catholic church will hold a benefit night for your charity. If not, hold your own bingo 
event, charging entry and supplying prizes for winners. Note: this may depend on local gaming laws; generally private 
bingo evenings are permitted but they may need to be invitees only, be in a private home (public places may not be li-
censed for gaming) and not for commercial purposes. Of course, if you live near an Indian reservation, they can make 
their own rules. Ask them, they might split profits or allow you one “bingo” for the pets. 

65. Bird/Animal Spotting. If you are a wildlife/bird enthusiast, get sponsored for every different bird or wild animal you 
spot in a set period of time e.g. 3 months. You need some form of evidence e.g photos or videos for each one you spot. 

66. Birthday Club. On the anniversary of your pet’s birth or arrival in the home make a small ($5) donation to your local 
animal shelter, humane society, or other animal welfare group.  Offer membership calls to remind them? And an annual 
newsletter. 

67. Birthday Gift Pledge. Ask friends to make a check out to your favorite shelter instead of buying you a gift. Or, rec-
ommend a shelter near their home. Of course, YOU can give a birthday gift as well! 

68. Birthday Party In A Box. Sell "special customer" memberships for $100 which entitle the special customer to free or 
special discounts on parties "in a box." The box should include everything needed, including a ¼ to ½ sheet cake (de-
pending on cost). Box includes supplies for guests up to 25: gift bags, invitations, toys, game ideas and parts, a prize or 
two, and costumes. Figure you’ll be spending ½ to ¾ of that money for your member, and you get 20-50 percent. It 
should be for the duration of 1 year or 18 months, no longer because costs can go up. Figure themes and create catalogue. 
Working parents will love you. There are plenty of wholesale places. You could also contact cake decorators in Sams, 
Target, etc. and ask them if they would be willing to order you deco-packs of certain themes. It normally takes a while to 
get these, so order far in advance and stock up. 

69. Blanket Collection. You might get lots of interest if you collect something “safe” like old blankets. It’s a foot in the 
door to asking for other things or getting volunteers. 

70. Blind Auction. A blind auction is mostly about fun but can also raise funds for your group. It works best as part of an 
ongoing event such as a luncheon or dinner meeting. Here's how it works.  
Get as many people as you can that will be attending the event to bring a wrapped package. The contents could be humor-
ous or something of actual value. Think of the possibilities! You can get rid of that ugly "xxx" in the back of your closet 
for a worthy cause. Donors can weight the boxes with a brick to disguise the contents, have an oversize box for a very 
small present, or wrap boxes within boxes to increase anticipation. You get the idea! Announce that at least one of the 
boxes contains a high-denomination bill or something of value that is small enough to fit in all the boxes. The dollar value 
will depend on your group and anticipated bidding amounts.  
As guests arrive they place their boxes on a display table so potential bidders can examine them and speculate on what 
they contain. Whether you use a live or silent auction, make sure everyone has time to pick them up and shake them be-
fore the bidding. Guessing the contents is much of the fun.  
At the specified time, auction off all the boxes. You can do this either as a silent auction, or live at the event. If silent, 
make the announcements. If live, make sure you auction off some GOOD prizes at first to stimulate bidding. Above all, 
make sure you allow time to let everyone to open their box in front of the group. That's where the fun is.  

71. Board Games. I do not like Your Town Monopoly games. I don’t know anybody who plays them and unless you al-
ready have a dedicated sales base, I don’t know if anybody would buy them. Two companies do personalized trivia 
games, and I would like that better. I did see an Animalopoly game once that I wish I’d bought. You bought food instead 
of paying rent, you hid from a predator instead of going to jail. It was wild. But if you can get the interest, a board game 
that highlights your shelter would be nice. How about the puppy and kitty avoid the dog catcher and find a nice home? 
Think about what you or your kids actually play, and work it from there. Contact printers and ask them if they’ve done 
board games. I’ve looked on the internet and it is very expensive there, with large quantities. My best guess is local print-
ers will do what you want in small quantities, so you risk less money. 

72. Board Games2. I said I hate Opoly. I love board games in general, though. What about ancient Egyptian Hounds and 
Jackals or Senet? Turn it into Hounds and Kitties or something? Not to sell, but make a big one and charge kids a quarter 
to play at an adopt-a-thon?  If doing a cat rescue, remember cats were goddesses and have an egyptian-themed adop-
tathon. 

73. Body Count. Find out how many cats and dogs are euthanized each day, week or month. Make sure you have attribu-
tion. Don’t make it up and if someone says “Where did you get these stats?” Have the correct answer: I went to the shelter 
and asked. This means asking each shelter, but that’s good. If you can get a letter from the directors of the shelters (and 
the dog officer; he might have to kill some animals on site), saying why they were killed, you will have written attribu-
tion. You will also be able to deduce how many deaths could be prevented if people would just neuter their pets. You can 
use this information in different ways. One idea: Hit the poorer sections of town in a door-to-door campaign. Bring your 
statistics and do a survey. See how much they think it costs to spay, then tell them how much it costs with a certificate. 
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Offer to PICK UP the pets  yourself, kind of a spay/neuter day. Maybe all the area vets will open on Sunday once a year 
for this event. (from internet) Paper Chains. Sell strips of paper for 50 cents a piece a blue one for a euthanized dog and 
a red one for a euthanized cat. Staple these strips together to make a chain. Winter Always Turns Into Spring. Or, have 
an empty tree branch and have people buy blossoms and leaves with a blossom or leaf for each pet who has been eutha-
nized. Turn on the heat. Have a thermometer and color it in with the number of pets euthanized during an ongoing event. 
This means calling the shelters every day for the previous day’s stats. As the red goes higher, maybe people will do some-
thing about it.  LIKE NEUTER THEIR ANIMALS. I have no patience for someone who won’t neuter a pet because he 
thinks he’s cutting off his own balls. 

74. Bonfire Night. Requires a budget. Organize a bonfire evening with refreshments, fireworks and a bonfire on 5 Novem-
ber, Guy Fawkes Night, or the nearest weekend evening. Contact your local council for details of legal status, rules and 
regulations covering bonfires and fireworks displays - in some places only professionals may run displays, but you may 
be able to run the refreshments tent or barbecue at a council-run event. For private fireworks parties (invitees only) - 
charge a can of cat food for entry. For those who don’t know, Guy Fawkes was part of a failed attempt to blow up Parlia-
ment. It didn’t work. King lived, Fawkes died. It was almost 400 years ago and they’re still making fun of him. 

75. Book Days. Waldenbooks sponsored one group for Book Days. Members stood in front of the store and handed out 
coupons. From each book purchased (and coupon handed in at time of purchse) the group received a percentaage.  

76. Book Fair. You won’t make a great deal of money from this, so be prepared to sell the books cheaply just to get them 
off your hands. Leftover books weigh a LOT. Trust me, I moved from New Mexico to Florida carting 2400 pounds of 
personal gear, 2011 of it books. Everyone has books that have been sitting on shelves or in the attic in boxes or in the 
basement collecting dust. Ask your friends, family and neighbors to donate whatever they’ve got and set up a little week-
end book sale in your front yard. Wear your charity t-shirt and put up some signs so people will know where the money is 
going. An option is have a huge bookstall at a fete, with lots of people contributing and using colored stickers inside the 
covers to indicate whose commission it is. 

77. Book Wrap. One group was unable to get into the mall to wrap gifts. Books A Million allowed a set up to wrap books. 
People wound up bringing in other gifts for wrapping. They also had a fish bowl with “Shower Us With Your Change” 
cat with umbrella. They used donated boxes (from Penney’s) and donated wrap (members) to wrap the books. 

78. Booths. Even if you don’t have a prize or contest booth, make sure you always have a presence at any event you can get 
to. Whether you have some adoptable animals, or whether it’s just information. If you can’t man a booth, see if others will 
allow you to put some of your literature on their tables or at their booths. Places to consider: Gun shows  (yes!); health 
fairs, home and garden shows, Pioneer Days, Indepedence Day, Founder’s Day,  county fairs, etc. If nothing else, see if 
the show will donate a small space to you and offer home made biscuits for donations. 

79. Bowlathon. People make pledges for number of pins knocked down. Ask the owner to waive the cost of bowling and 
you can collect that money and turn it into pledges. Colored pins mean extra points (or donations?). Talk to the bowling 
alleys. They do events all the time. 

80. Box Social Auction. Decorate boxes with various themes: Ballpark, New York, Noah’s Ark, Country Style, etc. Then, 
create a meal that goes along with the theme of the box. For example, the ballpark could be hotdogs, buns, lemonade, 
cracker jacks, etc. Then, sell the boxes at an auction to the highest bidder. 

81. Breakfast With Santa.  Sell tickets for $10 in advance, $12 at the door. Serve pancakes, sausage, bacon, coffee, milk 
and juice. Servers dress as Santa's elves. Santa visits each table addressing the children by name (courtesy of name tags). 
Santa then retreats to his decorated throne where you sell pictures of the children with Santa. Use a Polaroid or a digital 
camera (with laptop computer and printer) on a tripod for consistently clear shots. Arrange a good backdrop and/or props 
such as a sleigh or reindeer. Experiment ahead of time to determine the best lighting and distance for good photos. Get 
photo cards or envelopes to make sure the photos get home in good shape. Sing Christmas carols to help pass the time. 
Photos can be extra or included in the breakfast ticket charge, raise ticket prices accordingly. If included, tables for ser-
vice could be assigned as participants arrive and photo sessions called by table number to avoid long waiting lines. You 
might also arrange a secret microphone on Santa, with the speaker in the parents designated waiting area to learn their 
child's secret wish for Christmas. Other Options Change the date and costumed characters, and you have Breakfast with 
the Easter Bunny, St Patrick, the Great Pumpkin, Uncle Sam, the Pilgrims, you name it. For Easter, you could also in-
clude a sale of flowers and spring plants or decorated eggs. You can sell appropriately decorated cookies, pies or cakes at 
any event.  
Breakfast With Santa 2. Can be Coffee with Santa or Dinner, etc. Could be with Mrs. Claus too. Workers and waiters 
dressed as elves. Do in conjunction with a craft sale. Maybe at a school, so you can use the cafeteria and the gym? The 
gym would be the craft area, and the pathway to it would be the trek to the North Pole. Hey, you could have a breakfast 
with the reindeer! That ought to go over well if you have a wolf-dog!  
Breakfast With Santa 3.  How about a pet breakfast with Santa and his reindeer? I can see the photos now: a hungry 
dog eyeing a reindeer. A cat looking either regal or p*ssed off sitting on a reindeer back (or peeking out of the presents).. 

82. Brown Bag, Three-Buck Lunch.  Save folks the time and cost of going out to lunch from their office. Pick a week 
and make announcements to the offices in your area that you will be selling sack lunches. Put out a flyer in each office 
explaining what you are doing, where the money goes, and what goes in the lunch box or bag. You can either leave a box 
for them to put in their orders (money in an envelope with the person’s name on it) and collect the day before, or during 
the week visit twice and get numbers per office and HALF pay in advance. The day of delivery make enough lunches for 
everyone plus 10 percent more (for last-minute decisions).  You can do this for a week by bringing 10-20 lunches and just 
selling them to whoever wants them (no advance sales). You can also do this with breakfast. If you make good breakfast 
burritos, YUMMY! Or do donuts, danish, fresh fruit, etc..  

83. Building Grants.  I don’t know if this applies, but some places have special grants that won’t come under normal na-
tional titles. Rural places might have land grants or brick and mortar grants that will help you get a shelter built. Cities 
might have something to do with those $1 buildings. Check it out. 

84. Building Lobby Tiles. If there will be building going on around the town, see if you can get permission to sell wall 
tiles for the lobby. Sell the tiles and let kids decorate them. You have refusal authority if there is offensive content. 

85. Bulk Request Mailing. See ValPak. You can get a lot of money from this, or you can get bupkis. My money is on bup-
kis, but it depends. Send out a financial request letter to everyone. You can buy a mailing list, or use a phone book. Might 
be easier to buy it on disk and do a mail merge. It will cost you some money to do, but you increase visibility immensely. 
Send it just before Christmas. But also send out a newsletter about six weeks after that, to the entire mailing list...how the 
building going, where the pledge money goes, pet care tips, pictures, invitation to an event, a graph showing fundraising, 
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etc. Make it chatty and personal. One page folded as a self mailer. It helps if you have a page makeup program on your 
computer, and you know how to use it. You should get a bunch of pledges back It just helps to remind people, who might 
have forgotten or didn’t quite have the bucks at holiday time. Now that they see what’s happened they might contribute if 
only out of guilt. If you have a charity account in a bank, mention that. They might drop a buck into your account. In the 
summer, send one more letter. Have an adopted pet life-change story. The more heartwarming the story, the more likely 
you are to get a donation. Try a Harvest Season Donation Drive mailing as well. On that one, solicit from those who’ve 
adopted pets from you in the past two years. Ask for updates on the pets and a single, $5 contribution to be deposited in a 
bank account or sent by check (if you can take credit cards, or have a web page with click-on contributions, congrats).  

86. Burger Bucks. Many fast food restaurants will sponsor various programs for nonprofit groups. Availability often de-
pends on the specific franchise owner and may or may not be available in your area. Any restaurant owner can be ap-
proached politely to determine the possibilities. Here are a few examples of various arrangements. A Burger King has of-
fered "benefits" to support area groups like Girl Scouts, etc. All you do is arrange with the Burger King the date and time, 
for example Friday the 5th from 3-5pm and they donate a percent of the sales during that time! You just need to get as 
many people as possible to eat there during that time so that you get the most money possible. With a big turnout, this 
could mean a nice profit for organization. Some McDonalds have had a School Night. They donate a percentage of all 
monies that come in from 5 pm to 7 pm to that school. See a similarity to BK? Just ask at any burger, bird or sandwich 
joint! Ask about fundraising programs.  

87. Burns Night Supper. As in the poet. Eat some haggis, read some poetry. Fun if you’re into it. 
88. Business Cards.  Print up some inexpensive business cards (you can even do it on your own computer). Have all the 

pertinent information on the card including your name, org name, phone numbers, event name (if there is a special event 
coming up), etc.  
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C 
89. Cake Eating Competition. At a fair or something. 
90. Cake Stall. Sell cakes at the county fair.  
91. Calendar. 
92.  I still like my defunct idea of a Doggie Mafia calendar. Greyhound is the snitch. Pit bull is one of the heavies. Godfather 

is a bulldog. Who is the consigliere? The long-suffering mama (with moustache)? But such a photo calendar takes a lot of 
effort, like photo contests, a good photographer, etc.  
A less-expensive option, if you have scanner and color printer and a suitable software package, is to do a simpler one with 
special facts and dates on each page. Sell at autumn and holiday fairs. Keep the numbers printed small so you won't be 
left with a stock of unsold out-of-date calendars. Scan photos of pets, animals at a rescue shelter or local scenery. Prices 
should cover costs like ink and paper, and wear and tear.  
People can pay for their birthdays, anniversaries, or other special events.  Sell advertising! You may want to limit how 
many names can be on one date. You could have names printed in light florescent colors so that calendars can still be 
written on for personal scheduling. Make sure your calendars or planners have special days and events listed, like Na-
tional Dog Week or Adopt a Pet month. Also sporting events if your town is supportive of school sports. Use photos of 
pets from your shelter who have been adopted. Mention the circumstances in which they arrived, and how different it is in 
their new home. Some pets, who arrived when their owner died, won’t be as much a sob story but should be included as 
well. Try doing it yourself with Calender Maker and a photo software package. Staples will bind things inexpensively. .  
In one school, they put together a school calendar. Each grade was given a month to come up with a picture, and faculty 
chose the best picture from each class to put in the calendar.  
Town calendar: you need to sell advertising. Local merchants and supporters become the calendar's ad sponsors.  
Collect logos from local businesses and sell each business ad space on the calendar pages. You may want to limit ads to 3 
or 4 per calendar page. Price ads reasonably at $25 to $35 dollars, depending on the size of the ad desired.  
Sell individual calendar dates (squares) to recognize individual birthdays, anniversaries or other special events for $3 to 
$5 each. This will create additional sales interest for those who want to see their "event" on the calendar.  
Collect volunteer artwork to feature in the calendar (one piece per page or a collage on each calendar page). Photos of 
town landmarks or a collage of pictures from Founder's Day, Four of July or Christmas Parades, or other local events 
make good choices. Select a theme related to your school, town or organization to guide you in choosing the pictures or 
artwork.  
Work with a local printer to produce the calendars (they may do this at a reduced cost in return for an ad!)  
Once printed up, sell the calendars for $10-$15 at sporting events, school functions, and door-to-door. Try to get local 
book stores and restaurants to display the calendars for sale.  
The amount of money you'll raise depends entirely on the sales effort of your volunteers. Many community members 
won't hesitate to support a good cause! Profits can be quite high, depending upon which services you can have donated in 
return for ads. Selling ad space is the hardest part.  
Be sure when selling the calendars to let people know how/where the proceeds will be spent. .  

93. Call The IRS. See if services can be considered a tax donation, and tell them you want to try to get a whole bunch of 
people to volunteer a day, week or weekend’s work. You want to credit them with the money they would have made at 
work. So if a deli worker who makes minimum wage works eight hours, she gets a receipt with a donation of her wages; 
if an executive making a zillion dollars shovels shit for eight hours, he gets his wages. Make sense? I don’t know if it’s 
legal. 

94. Calling Cards.  A Victorian idea whose time has come again. Not only businesses need have cards. Having one printed 
up with your name, address, e-mail, etc. makes it easy when you want to give a new friend some info about you. Do some 
about your shelter as well, or do them based on the owner’s pet.  

95. Candy Grams. Valentines Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, etc. 
96. Car Parking. Ask local offices and businesses to charge for parking for one day. Not much, maybe a quarter. Have a 

collection box with explanation. If it isn’t mandatory you won’t anger people, and you might get more than the quarter. 
Ask the mayor or someone if you can do it at every parking lot on a given day. 

97. Car Trunk/ Tailgate Fair. Requires a field or similar space. Charge for car owners to have a space. Charge the public 
to get in. It's possible to ask for a percentage from each car owner, but it's better to charge for a pitch (less cheating). 
Well-organized events need plenty of volunteers, a good-sized venue e.g. school field and refreshments. Get it well-
established and professional food vendors will often attend. Limit your sellers to only what is in one car trunk, and stuff 
must be sold from the trunk, no fancy setups. See flea market. 

98. Car Wash.  By Donation. Don’t charge per vehicle, do it by donation. Sell drinks and donuts, lollipops and popsicles. 
Big posters. My idea: have big plywood cutouts (see below) advertising your car wash some distance away on the same 
road. Post them about 100 yards and 200 yards away from site.  
Free car wash. Each member gets sponsors to pledge one, two, or three cents for each car they wash in an afternoon. 
Since this is a team effort, you count total number of cars washed, not per person. If you wash 50 cars, that’s only half a 
buck a sponsor. Not much out of their pocket, but if you have a bunch of people washing that will add up from each spon-
sor. If there are 100 people on your lists, I think that’s $50 total. But don’t trust my math. Since it’s advertised as free you 
might get more people. They might also make donations. And, sell drinks and snacks. Make sure there is a donation 
bucket as they exit!  Or, one around each washer’s neck!  
Put flyers in stores all over. Stick them on windshields in parking lots. Get a parking lot donated.  
Cut out a plywood a kitten "licking" a Volkswagon clean or a puppy with a lifted leg "washing" a van and use them for 
the signs near to the car wash site. Run it from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Set fee or donation only. Sell some things on the side 
while folks wait to have their cars washed. Donuts, lolipops, cans of soda, bottled water, etc. Maybe have a child with a 
dog on a leash holding out a donation can to passing cars? Or a dog with a sign around his neck that says “Homeless and 
Hungry. Please help." With a bucket below for donations.  
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99. Cards For Good Causes. Have photos, artwork, children’s drawings of pets needing homes. Have printed up as 

cards and sell. Open a website? If Cards for Charity exists still, maybe on that. Or, your town or county web site. See if 
you can get a link or something on that page to yours. 

100. Cards From Children. Scan children's art work and make note cards out of them. Place the child's name and age on the 
back of the card along with the preschool's name. Packages them in a clear plastic bag tied up with a pretty ribbon. Make 
some with several works of the same child for family members (great at Christmas time) and some with various works of 
various children for the general public.  

101. Care Packages. Lots of ideas here. For the away-from-home student, or military member, or someone in the hospital. 
Or someone facing final exams, an operation, her period, a divorce, a marriage, etc. Make these slightly pampering. 
Words of encouragement  printed on beautiful card stock. A teddy bear, Chocolate. For holidays away from home maybe 
a wall tree or menorah, appropriate foods and gifts. Do internet searches on care packages or gift baskets. After all, a care 
package is just a gift basket in a box! 

102. Carnation Sales. I remember this from school. Buy carnations in bulk and sell for a modest sum, delivered.  Do it at 
businesses and office buildings, schools, hospitals, etc. 

103. Carnival. There are loads of carnival ideas. I have them on a separate document. When I get to editing that, I’ll include 
it.LOL. 

104. Carol Singing. May require permission from local authorities as it might constitute a street collection. Gather together a 
reasonably tuneful choir and collect in shopping centres and other public places. Or, go door to door with a jar in hand. 
Singing, of course. Or get a HORRIBLE choir and have folks pay to have you sing at someone ELSE’s house. They pay 
you to go away. 

105. Casserole Sale. This is sort of a dinner thing. Everybody makes a casserole and you raffle them off. If someone has a 
freezer, you could make a freezer full of casseroles and raffle them off by the week. Or, if someone doesn’t want the cas-
serole but wins, bring it to a homeless veterans shelter so our homeless vets sleeping rough can have a hot meal. 

106. Cat Tails. Gather them from the canal or wherever. Sell them. Sell the teasel, too. Pretty simple, eh? There must be a 
nice plant that dries well that has the name dog in it. 

107. Cat Tree Contest. Contestants pay an entrance fee (which should cover construction costs and then some).  
108. Cat Tree Kits. See if Home Depot or other DIY shop will reduce price on plywood, lumber, and tools.Have tree plans 

ready and drawn on the plywood . Volunteers or high school woodshop students cut out the pieces, mark the drill and nail 
holes. Package them up with directions including how to cover in carpet. There are plans out there, or I have some. We 
can make templates. 

109. Catnip. Catnip is the only thing I haven’t killed. It’s easy to grow. Pluck leaves, dry them, sell bags. Cheap and easy. 
Sell a snack sized bag filled with the herb for a buck.  Sell it dried, or root some and sell the plants. 

110. Ceilidh.  An Irish or Scottish social gathering with traditional music, dancing, and storytelling.  
111. Celebrity Autograph Auction. Write every celebrity you can think of and ask for an autographed something to auc-

tion off.  Lots of people collect autographs of the rich and famous, though for the life of me I can’t figure out the thrill.  
Send best-quality, blank note cards to famous people with a POLITE request for them to sign the supplied cards and the 
reason why you are asking. These guys may not be home, so be patient. It could take months if they are doing a movie in 
Polynesia or a road trip in the Balkans.  
But, on the upside, celebrities are often more than willing to help out a good cause.  
ALWAYS supply a self-addressed, stamped envelope, in which the cards are returned to you. Make sure the address is 
the shelter’s. It’s okay to say “John Jones, c/o My Favorite Animal Shelter.” If you can include some proof of who you 
are in your request (on letterhead, your charity ID number so they can check up, etc) that will be good.  
Here are a few hints to help improve your chances of success.  
Don't ask for too many autographs, as this will guarantee a refusal.  
Always include a self addressed, business sized envelope with the correct postage. Not only is this a common courtesy 
but the only way you will get a reply.  
Include cards or something for them to sign. Don’t expect them to expend energy or their own money on you. If using 
note cards, make them the best quality and the color and size you prefer, not what’s cheap at the store. 
Include two envelopes: the one for the card to protect it, and the one that the card goes in to mail to you. The better the 
condition of the card, the more money you can get at auction.  
If you have a theme, like the entire Boston Bruins, supporters might want to buy the whole series.  
Do your research and price the cards appropriately. Don’t overprice or underprice yourself. If you must go one way, go 
under. If they don’t sell at auction you can always see if they sell on ebay!.  

112. Celebrity T Shirts. Make T-shirts with your logo. Sent two to celebrities with postage paid return envelopes and a per-
manent marker. Ask them to sign and return. Tell about project. Invite them to keep one shirt if they would like. Auction 
off the signed one. 

113. Celebrity Walks. Persuade a celebrity (a local one is fine) to walk a set distance and get people to sponsor them. Then 
there’s having a celebrity Walk Naked. Get a dog named Naked but don’t tell anybody. Get the celebrity to get sponsored 
to “walk naked” without admitting it’s a dog. The day of the event, assuming you are not inundated by nudists,  

114. Cfc (Combined Federal Campaign. Get listed on the local charities! You need to do this NO LATER THAN DE-
CEMBER to be on next list. It’s a year out. Do an internet search. There are guidelines you must meet, and one of them is 
having a board. A real one, not just you, your mother and the guy down the road. http://www.opm.gov/cfc/  is the home 
page.  

115. Change A Pet’s Life. Ask grocery stores to participate in "Change an Animal's Life." If a person buys  $3.65 worth of 
items, cashiers ask the customer if he or she would be willing to round up, donating the change to the shelter. Set a time 
limit, like two weeks, or maybe if you have Animal Shelter Month they could do it for the whole month. Spend the 
money to buy a gift certificate at a good restaurant and two gift certificates at the movies, and donate it to the cashier who 
turns in the most donations from their register. Even if this only lasts one day, at a busy store you could get a decent 
amount of money. And maybe you can go further and put a flyer on the entry door telling folks about it, so if they are just 
browsing they can stop by the express lane and drop in some change. 

116. Charade Evening. This can be loads of fun. Try it in a Karaoke bar. Or any bar if folks are drunk enough, LOL. Seri-
ously, try a biker bar. According to a biker friend they will refuse to do it but will probably contribute money to get you to 
never suggest it again.  
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117. Charity Shop/Thrift Shop. If you can get a vacant shop premises for a few months and you have willing volunteers 

and a till (to give receipts and keep records) you might be able to sell donated items from there. See what the shop has in 
way of shelves, racks, and make sure of your limits: Can you sell clothes, hardware, baked goods like cookies, jewelry? 
You’ll need to get a sign for out front. Make sure you are not selling crap! Also, have a tombola going on, with the 
weekly winners up on a board. . Make sure your shop is in a good location, where folks can see it and there is parking! A 
McDonald’s next door won’t hurt, LOL. Make sure you have a good window display. Contact a department store whose 
displays you like and ask them if their window dresser will donate a day to do your windows. .Check with authorities!! 

118. Charity Sports Competition i.e, teachers vs. students, celebrities, local sports teams, etc. Or, see if a local sports team 
will donate a percentage of proceeds to your cause. Even one percent is better than nothing, especially if you have spare 
change jars at all the food venues. Don’t forget to ask your local pro and semi-pro, as well as college teams, to do charity 
games off-season. I can see the Starzz maybe doing Layton and Ogden in one night. They could play against locals or do 
a kind of Harlem Globetrotters thing. Or do a teaching seminar with youth or adults who play badly and need the coach-
ing! 

119. Checkbook Covers.  With logo. Checks, too. See if bank or check printing company will help. 
120. Cheese And Wine Evening: Requires a budget. If possible, get local suppliers to provide some of the cheese and 

wine. Sell tickets in advance and donate proceeds to your charity. If you're enthusiastic and knowledgeable, each table 
could have a theme e.g. a particular wine-growing or cheese-producing region. 

121. Children’s Art Auction. Get together with the school district and see if you can get the pres-schools, kindergartens, 
etc. do artwork for you and auction it off. Cheaply, of course. Maybe create a book or calender or a series of posters for 
your shelter, and auction off the originals. You can do this with any grade or range of grades. Me, I’m not gonna buy 
some kid’s work. But there are folks who will. Split proceeds with the district or schools? Or give them certificates of ap-
preciation. 

122. Children’s Cookbook. Again, involve one school and split the proceeds with it. Get the school involved and let the 
children write their own favorite recipes. Have you ever had a kid tell you how to cook? Fifteen olives, two gallons of 
milk and some peanut butter. Hmmm… Ask each child:  
1. What they are going to cook  
2. What ingredients they will need  
3. How do they make their recipe  
4. How do they cook their recipe  
5. Draw a picture of what they want to cook 
Print exactly as the children tell you. If the recipe is even CLOSE to a real one, print the real one hear the kid version. 
Compile the recipes into a book and sell them to parents, friends, etc. Very funny. 

123. Children’s Festivals/Parties: “Breakfast with Santa Claus”, Gigantic Easter Egg hunt, Children’s Nite Out, Chil-
dren’s Dinner Theater with a clown magician, hot dogs, and dessert, puppet show (that’s the theater). 

124. Children’s Party. Dress up like Barney and sing! The kids will be having fun as their parents are writing you pledge 
checks! Or, charge to get in. A Halloween party would be fun. You’re the Dancing Pumpkin. 

125. Children’s Stories. Have kids dictate stories. Either write them down or tape and transcribe them. Compile into a book 
and maybe have accompanying artwork? The kids can tell their own versions of popular tales, or they can do the Art Lin-
kletter thing and tell family secrets, LOL. Compile everything into a book and send of to a publisher or printer to do up 
right  Try to make this a coffee table book, very well done. 

126. Chili Cook-Off. Participants pay a set fee to participate, they bring their chili, the judges make a decision and the winner 
gets a donated prize. Maybe sell cups of the chili for a fee? If so, split the proceeds with the cooks. How about selling 
ticket books? For $5 you get five tickets, each good for a cup of chili at any stall you choose. After the winner is declared, 
of course!. 

127. Chinese Auction. Why the name? I have no clue. Basically, there is a table full of numbered prizes. Patrons pay a door 
fee, and receive an envelope. The envelope is numbered, and inside are matching numbers.  If Guest 19 wants a particular 
auction item, he puts one of his tickets in a can in front of that item. Additional sets of ten tickets can be sold for a fee 
(another $2 perhaps). Participants sit down and have coffee and cakes. The cans are shaken, stirred, and a number drawn. 
Prizes don’t have to be the latest and greatest, just good things.  

128. Chiropractor. Could they have a demo and crack a back at a fair? They might not be able to do adjustments, but you 
never know til you ask. 

129. Chocoholic Challenge. Give up chocolate for a set period of time (e.g. a month) and get friends and colleagues to 
sponsor you for every day you go without. 

130. Chocolate Party. Do not laugh or when I have PMS I will come and do you damage.  
131. Christmas Bazaar. Needs a venue. Try to do this as a boutique, not a yard sale with junk tables. Takes more work but 

is more elegant and next year people will be begging to be part of your event.  
132. Christmas Campaign. Get someone to carve some deer tracks in wood and stick them on broomsticks. Christmas eve 

you go to the houses and make tracks in the snow on the rooftops and lawn; alternately you can dip them in glitter and 
touch them to grass if there is no snow. Charge for this, of course. Or, get hunters to collect deer poop while in the woods 
this fall. Dry it or freeze it and drop it in front of homes on Christmas Eve. Or maybe not.  How squeamish are you? 
Moose poop is bigger but reindeer are tiny. Maybe rabbit poop? Okay, no more poop! 

133. Christmas Card Sale. Either from a fundraising company  or print your own. There are other card ideas in this list. 
Look and modify. 

134. Christmas Gift Pledge. Donate money to the org instead of buying a present for someone, or ask that instead of a gift 
they donate the cost of the gift to  your organization. This can be your x-mas card. Or, someone donates to the shelter as a 
gift for cousin Nellie. The shelter sends a card to Nellie telling her what Cousin Fred has done. 

135. Christmas Ornaments. Get together with a school district for this fun event. All grades make ornaments for you to 
auction off. Little ones can make cinnamon-applesauce or bread dough ornaments. Older ones can be more complicated. 
The ornaments displayed for sale in the mall, hanging from room dividers? 

136. Christmas Shopping All Year Long: Get shelter members or contact those who’ve adopted from you and see if the 
following will work for them. Throughout the year, members collect or purchase inexpensive items or expensive items on 
dramatic sale. Buy holiday cards and wrapping paper, too.  Then, as the holidays approach, hold Shopping Days for your 
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group and invitees. Basically, you all get a chance to buy good, new quality things cheaply. This works well in con-
junction with schools, because you can have the parents or PTA do the shopping, and you hold the sale in the cafeteria 
during school hours. The kids get to shop without the parents being there so the gifts are a surprise. Done right, teachers 
can use the event as a math teaching event as well!  

137. Christmas Tree Auction Have trees, trimmings and gifts donated from businesses, families and churches. Auction off 
the entire tree (trimmings and gifts included) to the highest bidder. All the money goes to your youth group. For the best 
possible results, notify the media in your area to help you get the word out about your auction. It can be as big or as small 
as you want it to be. For example you can hold the auction within your church or make it city-wide. They have this in Salt 
Lake, don’t they? Do we have a tree there? 

138. Christmas Tree Of Lights  VERSION A) TAKEN FROM ELIZABETH TOLSON’S LIST. This was the most fun 
fundraiser we did. We had GREAT cooperation from the mall. Our mall allowed us to put a Christmas Tree up in Center 
Court. For each $5.00 donation, we would illuminate a light for your pet --- a red one for "in honor of" and a white one 
"in memory of". We asked for a picture of the pet and would hang it with a red or white ribbon. We had to put up another 
Christmas Tree because the first one because too full of pictures. We did not worry about the fact that we had 100 white 
lights on a tree, but 150 memorial pictures ---- you can't even the two out. We found that the public did not even pay at-
tention to that. They were too busy looking at the pictures.  
On the weekend, my mother took her Golden Retriever, Chelsea, to the mall. She was dressed as Santa, complete with 
bells on her toes and a Santa Hat. The kids AND adults loved it. Of course, we had the fish bowl out and would average 
$150.00 in donations a night. Also, we took thick foam board and put them on wreath stands. We had a red board for the 
honored pets and a white board for a memorialized pets. We listed their names on each board. We noticed that people 
liked to look at the names the try to find the picture on the tree. We were glad we wrote the names on the back. We earned 
over $3,000 from the tree and fish bowl. It was a so fun..  
THIS IS IMPORTANT! We did not have someone at the tree at all times. The only time someone was at the tree was on 
Friday and Saturday night when we took Chelsea out there. Twice a week, I went out there to hang pictures and write 
names on the boards. The public never paid attention to me, but take a dog out there and they flock around and dump 
money in the fish bowl. We had a stand out front of the tree explaining what it was for. We kept forms in that stand for 
people to fill out. They would simply put their name, the name of the pet, was it in Memory or Honor of, etc. Then they 
would send it to the address at the bottom (my house).  
The BIG BIG money maker on this was something we almost did not do. We told people that if they wanted to buy a light 
in honor or memory of someone else's pet, we would send that person a card. Many people made donations like that for 
Christmas Presents. When the person received a card, they turned around and made a donation either for their pet or 
someone else's. This brought out a lot of emotion in some people. I saw several people who made a donation in memory 
of their pet just break down and cry when they saw the picture on the tree. We thought it would be necessary to have 
someone at the tree at all times, but we knew we could not do it. Turned out, we did not need anyone there except on 
weekend nights when the mall was really crowded. We also got the newspaper to print the form to fill out as a donation to 
us. We got a good response from that. Also, the local weatherman (a REAL popular guy) came out and did the weather 
from our trees twice. There was a huge response after that. 

139. Christmas Tree Of Lights Version B:  A Christmas tree made of strings of lights. They sell them for the outside. 
They’re basically strings of lights strung from a center pole. If you can’t find those, make one. The center pole is just a 
piece of PVC pipe 8-12 feet high. Run strings of lights from the ground over to the top. Have it hook at the bottom, in a 2-
3 foot radius from the center. It will look like a tree. In a basket beside the tree, have small, individual Baggies or boxes 
each with a bulb (for the strands) and a donation card. The card can be a simple 3x 5 or it can be a special print job. On 
the card, have space for the donor’s name and other information: FROM (name) IN HONOR OF: (name) or IN MEM-
ORY OF (name).  You can do lights in different colors based on species, or based on a living pet or one who’s passed. Or 
people. You could do the lights all one color, too ☺. Works best if light strings aren’t dependent on all bulbs being work-
ing☺.  

140. Christmas Tree Of Lights Version C: Have a tree or series of trees in a public area by a main road decorated with 
lights. Over the course of the previous month, families in the community have paid for a light that represents their lost 
loved one. On the selected tree-lighting night, shelter volunteers and those who bought the lights gather as a community 
outside and sing hymns, maybe read off names, and the trees are lit.  If you only do one tree, see if you can do it using a 
tree on the corner, in front of a business. The business can pay for the electricity to keep it lit, LOL. You can also do this 
with luminarias, and that is really pretty. Though the paper bags and votives don’t last long. Try punching tin cans and 
doing the luminarias that way if you live in a wet area, and charge significantly less. 

141. Christmas Tree Ornaments. Get creative (and ask some friends to pitch in) and make some ornaments for the holiday 
season. Sell them at a local bazaar or fair.  

142. Christmas With Santa Calendars Or Cards. I have a digital camera. In the early, we could set up a Santa shop, take 
pet's photos with Santa, and make either calendars or holiday cards for customers. I need to check to see about cost of ink, 
paper, etc. It might be worthwhile to have originals made and have them professionally reproduced. I wonder if KINKO's 
will donate services and ink if we buy the paper? Variation: Halloween with a ghost or skeleton; Easter with the Bunny; 
Saint Patrick's Day with either the Saint or a leprechaun? How about getting a groomer to donate services and space, and 
have a glamour pooch photo shoot? 

143. Christmas Wrap. This either makes big bucks or nothing. A bunch of volunteers and some wrapping paper sit outside a 
department store or in a mall. Wrap for donation funds. To get more money have a sign saying what your charity is, and 
have the donation jar available. If you have enough people to do this at more than one location, offer incentives: If you 
bring in $100 you get a free embroidered sweatshirt, jacket, hat, etc. 

144. Christmas Wrapping Paper. With permission, makers of rubber stamps will sometimes allow stamped images to be 
used for profit. We can use plain white freezer paper (ask a butcher or meat department for a donation), newspaper or 
brown paper and make our own wrapping paper stamped with doggie paws, kitty paws, bird tracks, etc. and wrap presents 
for a set fee per gift. Obviously we need to get table space outside of WalMart or someplace. VARIATION: this may 
raise objections. We can get the paw print of a dog and a cat that is being euthanized because of space restrictions. Get the 
pet's name and get a rubber stamp or something made of the print. We can sell the wrapping paper in the animal's name. 

145. Church Bulletin. place an advertisement in your Church bulletin letting the congregation know what you’re up to! And, 
don’t forget to start up a church-connected animal benefit group, maybe call it the Saint Francis of Assissi group or some-
thing? Don’t know what Buddhist or other non-Xians would have as an immediate identification name. 
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146. Cinema Night. When I lived in Florida, there was a second-run theater called Suds and Cinema that we went to all 

the time. Tickets were inexpensive and you could buy pizza, beer, soda pop, nachos, etc. So, maybe you can either find a 
small theater that is set up to do this or you can find a theater willing to do a special preview of an upcoming hit, splitting 
the proceeds with. 

147. Clay Pigeon Shoot. See if the members will donate a nickel (or more) per pigeon shot. Or, see if people will sponsor 
you a nickel per pigeon that YOU shoot. Of course, you have a whole bunch of people including celebrities, all spon-
sored. If none of them can hit a target you are in bad shape.  

148. Clean Up Construction Sites...If there’s new home construction going on in your area, see if the construction com-
pany will pay you to scrub and make ready the new bathrooms, remove window and appliance decals, dirty hand marks 
on walls and vaccum the house. If you have sturdy folk, see about hauling off the building debris (maybe for building 
your own shelter?). You could get paid to haul wood, bricks, leftover paint in cans and other debris, some of which you 
might even be able to use!  

149. Cleaning Out Rain Gutters - work those neighborhoods before and after fall.  Stadium/coliseum clean-ups: contract 
with the venue to provide clean up service after big events when they need quick turn-arounds for their location. See next. 

150. Clean-Up After Events Clubs and organizations can sometimes earn money by cleaning up arenas after events. Most 
arenas must be cleaned immediately following the basketball games, etc.  If your group is going to try this, your time and 
manpower commitment must be high and serious. If you have the people and the commitment, contact local convention 
centers, sports arenas, etc.  

151. Climbing: Get sponsored to climb hills or towers during a set period of time (e.g. 3 months). Either get sponsored for 
every hill/tower you climb or get sponsored by the meter or yard. 

152. Clocks. Buy clocks. Take out the original paper and put in your own artwork or have each number a different animal, 
etc. Or do some collages. 

153. Coat Check. Have members check coats at formal dinners, other fundraisers for other groups, etc. Charge a buck a 
hanger or coat.  

154. Coffee Morning. These were popular in churches when I was in England. Sell tea, coffee, toast, and pastries. Don't 
know where we could do it, though. It was a weekly thing for the churches, and a good place to get a 
cheap, hot cuppa. Not held on weekends! 

155. Coin Collection: Have a collecting box in your own home and at the end of the day put loose change in it e.g. all coins 
below a certain value go in the collecting box. Alternatively, plan to save one or two pound coins each week. When the 
box is full, donate it. 

156. Coin Day. At local offices, have employees donate a penny on the 1st day of the month, a nickel on the 5th day, a dime 
on the 10th day and a quarter on the 25th day. We supply the jar (or paper mache balloon) and collect it at the end of the 
month. This won't take lots of effort or generate lots of cash, but every little helps! 

157. Coin Tower: Hold a collection of coins and see what height you can reach. It's best to stack them in piles of several 
inches tall and total up the heights of each pile. See if you can keep all the change (assuming a bank loaned it) or have 
kids get sponsored to build the highest and you keep the sponsorship money. 

158. Coin Trail: Hold a collection of coins and record the distance the coin trail covers. This could be an annual event with 
attempts to break your own records. See coin tower. 

159. Collect Cans, Bottles Or Newspapers: Either get friends to sponsor you for every can, bottle or 10 kg of newspa-
pers you collect or contact a local metal/paper merchant and collect these items to sell to them by weight. Keep alumin-
ium and iron cans separate. Keep different colours of glass separate. The Boy Scouts of America might be willing to help 
out. Split the profits with them. 

160. Collect Stamps To Sell. If you don’t have overseas contacts, get on eBay and e-mail all the overseas vendors. Ask 
them to collect stamps for you and you will buy them at shipping rate plus a SMALL surcharge. Make sure they know 
you are a non-profit and can’t afford to be overcharged. If they do, go to someone else 

161. Collection Bin: For collecting pet food or similar. Arrange with a local store to place a decorated collection bin in the 
store with a notice asking shoppers to donate cans or cartons of pet food (or whatever you are aiming to collect). Get 
some cylindrical cardboard storage containers and dress them up as pet food cans. Put flyers on the entry doors so people 
can see them as they come in. Also see if you can post flyers in the pet food aisle, so people can pick up an extra can of 
food and drop it in your box. 

162. Color Pledge Forms. Pledge forms are for when you are doing something like a run, ride, can collection and want to 
get sponsored per mile, per can, etc. Do them in bright colors. Send them in colored envelopes, too. These will stand out 
among your friends’ bills and stuff.  Remember to have all the pertinent information in the letter: What you’re doing, the 
amount of money you’re trying to raise, the deadline for raising the money, a pledge form with your name and assigned # 
(if you’re doing a walk, ride, run etc). Also include a return envelope addressed to your shelter to make it easy for them to 
send in the $$, whom to make the check out to, and a postcard which your sponsor can mail back to you alerting you that 
they’ve made a contribution.  

163. Coloring Books. If you have a decent cartoonist in your local newspaper, see if he or she will do some line art suitable 
for coloring. Make it the process of building the shelter, the varieties of pets who are homeless (but do not emphasize the 
negative), happy pets on leashes, frolicking, etc. Plus some big ugly mutt faces, those are always kissable. Maybe not on 
paper. 

164. Come-As-You-Please Day.  See if you can get sponsored or a few pennies donation for coming in your jammies to a 
business meeting. Or,for the privilege of dressing down, people pay $10. If the business agrees to let you do this, this 
would be an easy, no-sweat way to make some money. 

165. Community Club Awards (Cca).  This came from an internet site and is very location-specific.Still, it could be modi-
fied. “Save receipts from the following sponsors. Send them to the Miami County Humane Society. We can turn them in 
to Clear Channel Communications and they will give us a cash award for them The sponsors are:  
Pepsi products, labels from 20-oz, 1-liter, and 2-liter bottles, proof-of-purchase symbols from 6-, 12-, or 24-can packs. 
Store receipts will get us additional cash.  
All Dayton Mall stores receipts, including food courts and kiosks.  
Schwebels bread wrappers. Store receipts will mean extra points toward cash.  
Esther Price store and grocery receipts. Circle price on receipt.  
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Danbarry Cinemas ticket stubs.  
Hot Spring Spa receipts.  
Frickers, receipts or ask for CCA receipt.  
Arbys receipts 
Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken receipts.  
Fantastic Sams receipts.  
Butler Heating and A/C receipts.  
Donatos pizza receipts. Ask for an itemized receipt. We get extra points for specialty pizzas.  
Kil’n Time Cafe in the Oregon District.  
Ed Smith’s Flowers and Gifts.  
The Blind Spot.  
Joker’s Comedy Cafe.  
Nabisco cookies and crackers, proof of purchase symbol. Receipts will mean extra points toward cash.” 

166. Company Grants. Find out if your company offers grants to employees who volunteer their time for charitable causes. 
If so, you can volunteer your time at the shelter office and get paid grant money (pledges!) for the work. You may need a 
letter stating that you’ll be volunteering in the office. Suggest this to others, and have the letters for them, including the 
non-profit numbers, on hand.   

167. Company Vacation Days. Ask your boss or human resources director if they can swap one of your vacation days for a 
day’s pay.  Have the company donate instead of you, that way they may be more willing. You might want to contact the 
IRS and see who gets the credit. Should be you, but if it’s both then you both benefit. 

168. Computer Game: There is a guy, Steve Neely, in North Ogden who has done great computer games. Two years ago, I 
asked him if I could hire him to modify a game of his for my religious group, but he wasn't interested. At the time I was 
living in England. He may be more agreeable to doing a pet-related version of one of his games (patolli, mehenn, etc) if 
you purchase a couple of his games ($15 apiece). If not, perhaps a software guy can examine the legally-purchased ver-
sion of his games (with Steve’s permission) and modify them. He’s put a lot of work into them, so he may not agree. 

169. Computer Games Championship. Perhaps done in a school computer room? Where is a good venue for this? Maybe 
an arcade, and do arcade games.  

170. Computer Screen Savers – Create a shelter Screen Saver and send it to everyone you know. 
171. Cook Offs: Chili, salsa, brownies, cookies, gumbo, bar-b-que, any thing that can be cooked can be turned into a cook off 

contest. Charge an entry fee, tasting fee, judging fee, sell ads. 
172. Cookbook. See if local shops will let you display. Maybe chains if you advertise that chain? Everybody does cook-

books, and yours would have to be special. Maybe a section on pet recipes. Just don’t have elephant stew. It’s in every 
hometown cookbook on earth 
Write every celebrity from famous movie stars to pop stars to sports stars  both local and big league, heads of state, 
church presidents, cardinals and clergy, political leaders, ex-presidents, Buckingham Palace … EVERYONE, and ask for 
their favorite recipes if they cook, or their favorite food if they don’t. Ask if you can use their names. Many organizations 
have tremendous response publishing a cookbook.. Advantages of publishing a cookbook:  
1. An easy project. You don’t have to type the recipes unless you want to. Just print neatly. But see the next point.  
2. Self-financing for non-profit organizations. Most companies offer terms of 30 to 60 days to non-profits. And, you can 
pay for the books in advance through advertising. Plus, you get a small price reduction if you type the recipes yourself 
onto a computer disk. And, you can ‘pre-sell’ cookbooks. 
3. Sometimes very easy to sell - you have an instant market through your contributors. Figure that 25 percent of contribu-
tors will buy at full price. So get lots of contributors. 
4. You can tailor your profit to your organization's goals. If you aren’t sure of your sale potential, buy small at first then 
reprint at a lower cost. If you know you will be selling bunches of books, buy in quantity. Set your fundraising goal be-
fore you get started, and if this is the only fundraiser you MUST order large and sell aggresively.  
5. Can be used as an ongoing fundraiser - once the book is completed, you can just reorder additional copies. At a dis-
count. For years. 
6. You're creating a community keepsake. The cookbook is personalized to your organization and community.   

173. Cookie-Thon. Get or make cat, dog, bird and reptile shaped cookie cutters. Make sugar cookies. Kids "adopt" a cookie 
and decorate it as they choose. Or, if a bakery will allow, have a mass cookie baking. 

174. Corporate Food Taste Test. If the city has a food or drink plant, contact them to see how you can arrange for your 
group to do taste tests of new products. It is an easy way to raise funds and you may get to try some great new food. 

175. Corporate Matching Gift. Ask your company to match the amount of pledges you receive from your fellow co-
workers.  

176. CORPORATE Sponsorship.  Identify one or several large companies and contact them directly. They may be willing 
to sponsor you completely if you’re doing a run, ride, etc. 

177. Coupon Book.  Make your own coupon book and sell it for $10. In the coupon book, have the equivalent of 15 to 20 
hours service. Have, for example, a coupon for homemade cookies, one hour of babysitting, one car wash, housecleaning, 
etc.  The book holder may redeem their coupons with the person they bought it from. The book can be made easily and 
you don’t need the whole group to participate in this fundraiser.  
You can sell entertainment coupon books too. These can make you loads of money. You offer advertising space – cou-
pons – for free (or rebated) to businesses. Visit every retailer in the yellow pages and call the ones you can’t reach today.  
You could get free tire rotations, 2-4-1 dinners, discount snacks at the movies, a free sub, free tokens at the arcade, etc. 
You will be telemarketing the coupon books. But, since it’s a charity, and the buyer gets a bargain, most don’t mind the 
telemarketing.  I’ve seen schemes where the telemarketers get a dollar per book they sell (upon receipt of money from 
customer). I’ve seen schemes where the telemarketers volunteer one hour a day for a week and get a free coupon book at 
the end of the week. I’ve seen big telemarketing firms who volunteer everything: venue, phones, marketers, etc. Make 
sure you have a good pitch.  
Speak to local printers about coupon books to see who prints them. Compare prices, speed of processing, etc.  
There are also coupon books for groceries, put out by the big companies like Kraft, etc. They cost ten or twenty bucks and 
are chock-full of product coupons. People might buy them because they save more than they spend (if they use the cou-
pons). 
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178. Coverlets. These are woven throws. Companies can take line drawings or photographs and make woven coverlets. 

They sell to us for around $25 with a 75-coverlet minimum purchase, $300 down payment. We add on our profit (nor-
mally $20-25 each) These are woven throws. I know of Bryn Mawr but there are probably other companies that make 
them.  

179. Cow Patty Bingo. – Go to a football field. Mark off 1 yard x 1 yard squares. Have a chart numbering each square, and 
sell one ticket per square. Then you ask a farmer to donate a cow, horse, donkey, etc. If you can’t borrow a cow, see what 
the rental fee will be. You could use a pig, and later put the pig in a kissing contest (see Kiss a Pig). You let Bessie loose 
and have her wander until she does her business. Sell food concessions nearby. This is a really funny event, and if you’re 
doing it in conjunction with other things (how I can’t imagine, this takes up the whole field) you could have a lot of buis-
ness. The winner (or winners if the plop goes into more than one square) gets a pot (or they split it). he cow loose on the 
field and give them some food and let them wander around till they "do their thing".  Sell this ahead of time, for about 
two weeks. More if you think the publicity will stand it. You can mark it off with chalk.  Variations: Use three animals 
and have 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. Use prizes instead of a pot (have backups in case of multi-plot poops). Let your 
tickets be “deeds” and explain where the money is going. Options:  Run a separate contest to guess the length of time for 
the deposit to be made. A sports field clock could time the event.  Sell concessions like hot chocolate, popcorn, hot dogs 
or nachos while the fans wait.  Have multiple animals use the same grid. Sell tickets for each event. This would keep your 
audience around longer to buy the concessions. 

180. Craft Fair: Requires a budget and a venue. Find a suitable venue and ask local craft shops or craft makers to show and 
sell their wares. Either ask donators to pay a pitch fee, or charge a percentage of the earnings as a donation (something 
wrong with the way I worded that). Charge an entrance fee.  

181. Craft Work: If you are good at needlework, knitting, painting, woodwork etc make craft items to sell at any suitable 
event. Unless you use donated/recycled materials, you will need to deduct an amount to cover the cost of craft supplies. 

182. Cream Teas. A British high tea. There’s a place in the Old Saint Rose in Layton that does these. They may be able to 
give you ideas. 

183. Create A Music Album. A: Write and sing songs about animals. Not as hard as you might think! Many popular song 
tunes are folk tunes that anyone can use (hymns, classical music, etc). Just re-write words or create poems. B: Or, have 
children create and sing the songs. C: OR, a surprising number of artists will allow their songs to be "rewritten" for good 
causes. You need permission for that, though. D: Get local bands to write, sing and record songs for a compilation album. 
They get free publicity, so do we, and we sell the tapes. Support idea: Hold a song/poetry contest. The winners' songs or 
poems go on the album. Or maybe everyone’s does. It won’t matter how bad they are. Well, yes it will. Have two albums, 
one with the winners and one with all the volunteer groups. That way you have twice as much publicity, make more 
friends, reduce resentment and get a laugh from the folks who think some of the bands really need work. Try advertising 
this in high schools and colleges. There are always garage bands. 

184. Creative Friends - Find a local artist or ask a creative friend if they would donate a piece of art or some jewelry that 
you could auction off. 

185. Cricket Match: Organize a friendly cricket match, asking players to raise sponsorship per run scored or wicket taken. 
Don’t know how to play? That makes it even MORE interesting! 

186. Culinary Festival. This can work either as chefs from local restaurants compete, or sandwich places compete, or it 
could be an international taste sensation (contact EVERY church and temple in the area for a wide variety of foods).  You 
could also have a formal affair, with sponsors for each course served, beautiful programs, etc. You would make money on 
the booze, if the venue allows it. 

187. Curbside Street Number Painting - Paint street numbers on curbs in front of houses. Using a cardboard cutout, paint 
a dark rectangular background on the curb. After it dries, paint the house number in reflective paint.  
Before you start, contact the Licensing and Permit section of your local municipality to see if a permit is required. Ask the 
local police and/or fire departments if they have any special advice/guidelines regarding the project.  
Pick a neighborhood with good curbs and canvas the neighborhood one or more weeks ahead, taking orders and collecting 
payment. Specify an initial and rain date when the work will be done. You may wish to give a ten day period (two week-
ends) to allow for possible delays.  
You will need several sets of stencils, masking tape, and black background and reflective spray paint.  
Work in teams of three. One to sweep the curb, one to paint the background and one to paint the house number. Since you 
will need to let the background paint dry before applying the house number, you may be able to get by with teams of two, 
depending on the size of the neighborhood.  
Have additional order takers available on "paint" day for the homes you missed previously. Your worker's activity will 
create additional sales. 

188. Curse Jar – Ever say a naughty word? Most people do on occasion. Make them pay for it.  Place a Curse Jar in your of-
fice and whenever someone says a bad  word they have to put a quarter in  the jar.  

189. Cutie Pie: Ask employees to bring in their baby pictures and NOT show them around. Copy them onto photo paper. Dis-
play the pictures on seasonal pockets or boxes (like Valentines boxes or pockets that you had in elementary school). Then, 
for ten days before the event, people vote for the cutest baby or try to guess who the baby is, etc. Votes are a bill of any 
denomination or a check. Cutest baby  (one gal one guy) gets a dinner certificate or gift certificate at a local store? You 
can also have a voting sheet made up with all the names in alphabetical order (or no order at all, or whatever). Everybody 
who wants to guess at who is who contributes a set fee and gets a sheet in return. Whoever guesses the most correct 
names wins a prize.  
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190. Dance Marathon: Organize an all day or all night dance event where participants are sponsored for every hour they 

stay on the dance floor. Dance til you drop. Parents and grandparents may have done these and could tell you more. Make 
sure your music covers fast and slow, and includes a fair number of 40s and 50s dances. Make this interesting. 

191. Darts Tournament: Charge an entry fee for a knock out tournament; encourage local pubs or clubs to organize teams. 
192. Day Of Fundraisers.  Have one day completely dedicated to raising funds. You don’t have to have everything at the 

same venue, but it makes it easier. Start  in the morning with a car wash (or two if you have enough people). Take baby 
pools and have a dog wash when that’s over. Move to an empty field, or stay in the parking lot if it’s big enough, and 
open your booths. Have face painting, clowns, refreshments. Dunking booth with local politicians, celebrities, attorneys 
(everyone wants to dunk one of them!). Get the fire department and the cops to have a demo of fire safety, drug dogs, etc. 
Have a pet show: biggest dog, waggiest tale, dog/kid look alike contest, most talented dog, etc. Have a beauty pageant of 
the dogs that are up for adoption OR that were adopted and tell how they came to you, what their lives were, and what 
they are doing now. 

193. Debate Evening. Debate popular controversial topics. Safe topics or narrow topics (to spay or not) is a good way to get 
nothing. Abortion, child abuse (pro and con) are good ones to get a community in action. Charge at the door.  

194. Decorated China Have local artists decorate plain white diner-style coffee mugs, plates or bowls. Auction them off. 
Works best with food-safe, dishwasher safe paint! Best if you can also get an entry fee of a couple of bucks. Have auction 
at a public place and post on internet as well. Maybe have a theme, and do it every year. One year is gardens, one year is 
desert beauty, one year is birds, etc. Other themes: tea party, hats, shoes, cigars, belly buttons. 

195. Delegate – Give 10 of your friends 10 pledge forms each and ask them to help raise money for you. Make it pretty sim-
ple, each person gets ten people to give a dollar.  

196. Delicatessen Sponsorship. Contact every deli in town, even ones in supermarkets or chains. Ask them to donate a 
penny a pound sold for a day. See if the entire chain, or at least all those in your region, will do it. Each deli would only 
be giving something like five bucks if they sold 500 pounds, so it isn’t a lot out of their pocket. But if lots of delis do it, it 
adds up. See Bakery. 

197. Delivered Brown Bag Lunch. Two or three weeks prior to the chosen date, contact every business, office (include 
dentists and doctors), bank, auto shop, wherever people are busy and havejobs. Go down the list in the phone book. Take 
a menu to them (visit, not over the phone) and let them pick out a sandwich. The brown bag meal has a sandwich, apple 
or orange, pickle, chips or pretzels, and a cookie or muffin. You might be able to get the ingredients donated, or at least 
some of them. Rolls are cheap and bakeries often are willing to donate them. You might be able to get a reduced price on 
the cold cuts if you ask far enough in advance. Remember most chain businesses must go UP the chain for permission; 
donations may not be approved on a local level. So plan well in advance.  You might also think about investing in a meat 
cutter and slicing a real roast beef or a real turkey breast. Even boneless from the market is probably cheaper per pound 
than deli meat. Figure ¼ pound meat and 1 oz cheese per sandwich, plus lettuce, tomato, red onion (sweeter than yellow 
or white). Fold over the brown bag and staple with a thank-you card from the pets. Payment is made in advance, but al-
ways have a few extras just in case! See Brown Bag lunch. 

198. Delivering The Savings. See if a place that specializes in carry out or delivery will donate a percentage of their sales 
on a weekend night. See if pizza companies can glue a coupon sized announcement of your shelter to their pizza boxes. 
You could ask the delivery people to donate tips, but that’s not realistic. Try this on Superbowl Sunday or other top time 
(ask the pizza joint when that is).  

199. Dentist – See if he can get sponsored for how many teeth he pulls or cavities he fills or something. 
200. Detailing Autos: vacuum, wash, Armorall, etc. Kind of an extended car wash. 
201. Dime&Pins.  This is a silly, cute, an sometimes very effective gizmo to sell. There are two ways I know of to do this. 1) 

Take a regular large safety pin. Buy some ribbon that nearly fits the width of the rung. Cut the ribbon into sections about 
4 inches long.  With the pin closed, fold a length of ribbon over the part of the rung that doesn’t open and fan at the bot-
tom. Glue the ribbon to itself and trim neatly. Glue a shiny dime on the ribbon and you have a “diamond pin.”  If you ad-
vertise them as “diamond” rather than “dime and” pins, for a ridiculously low amount, people will flock to you, laugh 
hysterically and buy a bunch to give as prank gifts. Include a memo that says proceeds from the sale of the “dime & pin” 
goes to your charity. Include phone numbers too! 

202. Dinner Dance,. Sounds romantic but I have no idea how to run one. 
203. Dinner For Four. Have several members of your group offer to cook dinner for four. They choose the menu, but it must 

be a full menu not just the entrée. They donate a menu with the list of what they will prepare, and the org auctions it off. 
The cooks are responsible for delivery, but the date must be decided between winners and cooks. The cooks can be 
anonymous up until then! It doesn’t have to be a full dinner, either. It could be lunch at the office, or brunch. The cooks 
donate their time and the food, the org gets the money. 

204. Disaster Kits For Animals: http://www.uan.org/ears/tips.html  provides a list of items to  include in a disaster kit for 
animals. Also, print out the list for the purchaser  if they ever need to replenish. I have some quick ideas for this that I’ll 
do up later, easy ones most folks can do in an hour right now. 

205. Disco: Requires a budget. Find a suitable venue and someone to run the disco. May require local authority permission. 
Sell tickets in advance, and have a raffle or tombola during the evening, appoint judges, and give a prize to the winners. 
Have refreshments. A suggestion is to hold a school disco and split the proceeds. 

206. Discount Cards. If you have a discount card from a supermarket or someplace, talk to the manager there. See if the 
store has fundraising support where you can tell the checker that you want your purchases to benefit your shelter. Then, 
by using your card, the store can track your dollars spent and give a percentage based on that. 

207. Diving  Day: Talk to SLC dive clubs and see if they can hold a sponsored dive. Or, if they can have a day where part of 
what folks pay to dive goes to your shelter. 

208. Dog Bone Wreaths: You can take an inexpensive plain straw wreath and cover them with  dog bones. Tie a bow 
around each bone, and hot glue the ribbon to the wreath. Then the owner just unties the bow to get the treat. Unless it’s a 
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clever dog who knocks down the wreath and just eats the whole thing. You can also  take large bones and wrap ribbon 
around the whole wreath  --- slipping the bones in between the fabric. 

209. Dog House Kits. I mentioned cat trees earlier. Have dog house kits made and sell them. You could also get some fancy 
dog houses built and auction them off. Maybe this could be a Christmas thing: build a tree around a fancy dog house and 
auction the whole thing off?   

210. Dog Parade. These are usually funny. Dress up the doggies in tuxedos and evening wear and parade them around. Auc-
tion off the clothes at the end, and make sure at least some of the dogs are adoptable. Charge for the show, or let the show 
be free and charge for snacks. 

211. Dog Show.  Watch one on TV for ideas. 
212. Dog Wash If you can handle it, a cat wash (ouch) For five bucks we wash your dog on a given weekend. This could be 

on America's Funniest. 
213.  Dog/Cat First Aid Kit - If you can print out a little Health Booklet and First Aid advise, it would be good to stick in 

there.  
Here are some basic items that all first aid kits should contain.  
1.. Rectal Thermometer - this can be the glass kind or the newer  electronic kind. The electronic ones beep when they are 
finished registering a temperature. They are slightly smaller than the glass kind. They do not break as easily. They can be 
covered with thin sleeves to halt the spread  of germs. They can also be used as oral thermometers. They do have a battery  
which will need replacing and they are more expensive then the glass ones. [normal canine temperature - 100.5 to 102.5F]  
2.. Lubricating jelly to lubricate thermometer  
3.. Instant hot and cold compresses  
4.. Adhesive tape to secure bandages - both non-stick tape (ie. Dermicel or another brand of paper tape) and water proof 
tape  
5.. Blunt tipped scissors (a must for animal first aid - used for  cutting hair away from wounds)  
6.. Bandage scissors  
7.. Splints  
8.. Alcohol swabs to sterilize instruments or small areas of skin  
9.. Antibiotic ointment for wounds (not for eyes) (ie. Betadine ointment, Bacitracin, Neosporin (for non puncture type 
wounds))  
10.. Contact lens solution for rinsing eyes, to clean wounds (water can be substituted)  
11.. Cotton swabs (ie. Qtips)  
12.. Green soap - a mild antibacterial soap for cleaning skin, wounds  
13.. Sterile cotton or cotton balls  
14.. Sterile Gauze Pads (the larger 4" size is better since it can easily be cut smaller if necessary)  
15.. Rolls of gauze or cling gauze bandage(1-2")  
16.. Peroxide - 10 ml every 15 minutes to induce vomiting in animals  that have ingested a non-caustic poison (syrup of 
ipecac is not always  effective for animals but should be included for humans)  
17.. Razor blade for snake bites  
18.. Stockingette to protect bandage on leg or foot  
19.. Rubber bulb ear syringe - used for flushing eyes, ears, wounds  
20.. Forceps and/or tweezers  
21.. Self-adhesive bandage (ie. Vetrap)  
22.. Numbers for the Animal Poison Hotline & Poison Control for Pets (800/548-2423 or 900/680-0000 both numbers 
charge a fee). The  National Poison Control Hotlines for humans should also be included.  
Before you give anyone or any animal any medication, please consult  your doctor or veterinarian about dosages:  
1.. Buffered (enteric coated) Aspirin - 5 mg. per pound every 12 hours for pain relief; antiflammatory. [Maximum dosage 
- one 325 mg tablet/33 lbs (max 2) every 12 hours - for small dogs you might want to use "Half Prin"  which is an enteric 
coated aspirin with only 81mg.] [Note - acetomenophin is  poisonous to most animals]  
2.. Pepto Bismol - 1 tsp. per 5 pounds every 6 hours for relief of  vomiting, stomach gas or diarrhea  
3.. Di Gel Liquid - up to 4 tbs. every 8 hours for antacid and  anti-gas (feline dosage - up to 2 tbs. every 8 hours)  
4.. Kaopectate - 1 ml per pound every 2 hours for diarrhea (feline dosage -same as canine)  
5.. Mineral Oil - up to 4 tbs. daily to eliminate constipation (feline dosage- up to 2 tsps. daily)  
6.. Imodium AD 2mg - 1 caplet per 30 lbs every 8 hours to relive diarrhea  
7.. Benadryl - up to mg per pound every 8 hours to treat allergies, itching, etc. Can also be used as a tranquilizer when the 
dosage is reduced. (feline dosage - same as canine dosage)  
8.. Dramamine - up to 50 mg every 8 hours to reduce motion sickness (feline dosage - up to 10 mg every 8 hours)  and 
side effects. The medications and  their dosages in the following list are only guidelines. You should call  your veterinar-
ian for your animals dosages today. That way you can place  a list in your first aid kit with specifics for your pets before 
an emergency  happens. The dosages are for dogs only unless otherwise stated. 

214. Doggie Soccer?I admit I have no idea how this would work, but it sure sounds fun. 
215. Doll And Stuffed Animal Sale. Try sewing stuffed animals like Pound Puppies or kitties and see about getting them 

“adopted.” If you make them and fill them with beans, flax seed or rice you can use them as heating pads. They are 
VERY NICE when the bed is cold or when you have menstrual cramps. 

216. Don’t Come Event. From the internet Imagine how good people will fell towards you for saving them the effort or 
inconvenience of attending another time consuming function with boring speeches and people that they might not want to 
see again quite so soon or at all. Here is the perfect fundraising activity for the busy people who appreciate a good idea 
when they see one and like to support good causes.  
Send a humorous invitation to an event that will never take place. This is a novel way of asking for a donation. The invita-
tion must be clear in explaining that the event will never take place and why it is to your invitee's benefit not to come to 
an event they have paid for.  
The invitation must be appealing and very presentable. Remember, it’s a low cost method of getting your message out in 
a very friendly manner. If constructed properly the invitation should be able to be used as a conversation piece. Be origi-
nal and use your imagination. Since the event will never take place you can have it anywhere, anytime and it won't cost 
anything extra.  
To reduce the cost of the invitations approach a printer to donate the cost of the printing by allowing them to have their 
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name somewhere on the invitation.  
Who do you invite? The major advantage of this type of event is that you are freed from the restraint of only appealing to 
your membership! You can invite ANYONE who you think might support your cause. Make sure you include some me-
dia personnel because you might get some free publicity.  
Depending on your available funds, send out as many invitations as you deem appropriate. Just keep in mind that you will 
not get a response from every invitee. Work on the expectation that only a percentage will respond and from there send 
out enough invitations that will probably secure enough positive responses to make the activity worthwhile.  
After the invitee has paid for his ticket(s), issue a Thank You note for their non-attendance. Again re-affirm all the bene-
fits the invitee has enjoyed by their non-attendance mentioned in the original invitation.  
Where possible include a speech by the guest speaker who also did not attend. If the guest speaker is fictional, a cartoon 
or movie character, you have the choice of having a long print out of meaningless gibberish as a speech or include a genu-
ine speech on a topic related to your fundraising organization.  
If the guest is a celebrity who is lending their name to your event then you have a choice of asking them to prepare a 
genuine speech or have an approved speech ghost written on their behalf. A genuine celebrity lending their name to a 
speech supplied in writing on request is another good reason that invitees can use to support your activity.  
Number 01 of 100  
 
We have reserved a place for  
 
(NAME OF GUEST)   
at our 
 
(YOUR NAME)'S ANNUAL DON'T COME FUND-RAISING DINNER  
 
on January 1st 2002 at the (some place exotic)  
 
Promptly at 6:00 AM  
 
-----------------------------------  
 
Please show this card to the non-existent  
 
usher to be seated promptly  
 
Guest of Honor, (be creative), Speaking on  
 
`Why Don't Come Events Can Save Your Life'  
 
$ per plate  
 
Dress Code: Black Tie  
 
Donation enclosed Y/N  
 
-----------------------------------------  
 
Please send me a copy of the main speech Y/N 

217. DONATION CANS: Save old coffee cans and cover them in bright color paper with your organization's name and logo 
prominently displayed. If you have a good-quality colored printer and some photo-quality paper, do a great label. A 
catchy slogan never hurts.  
"These cans aren't fancy, They’re simple and plain, but donations help reduce pet’s pain." Might be too negative, but 
something like that. Remember to include Support "Your Organization/Group Name"  
Visit all local merchants and ask if you can leave a can at their cash register. Don't forget to visit all participating local 
merchants once a week and collect all proceeds.  
Remember that some stores have multiple counters or registers. Even if there isn’t a register at the particular counter, ask 
if you can put a jar there anyhow. Figure at Walmart you have garden center, perfume and cosmetics, pharmacy, electron-
ics, fabric, jewelry, photo developing, and regular check out. Plus the customer service counter. Ask if you can put jars at 
all these sites. Remember you need someone to go around and collect them on a regular basis Specify on the can where 
donations will go. Paying for outstanding vet bills, purchasing medicines, neutering strays, buying food, etc.  

218. Donation Jar Or Can where to get them: Ask the deli department of a supermarket, or a deli chain, if they have any 
good jars or cans you can use. Also ask any food service agency: hospital cafeteria, school cafeteria, etc. Measure the can 
or jar, and do up a nice label or cover on the computer. If your skills aren’t up to it, ask someone to volunteer time. Most 
school kids have the experience.. 

219. Donkey Races.  Call it the Donkey Derby. Make everyone wear straw hats or Eeyore costumes. 
220. Don't Ask For Money! Have volunteers go house to house asking for donations like old newspapers, blankets, card-

board boxes, etc. Also services: one day of dog walking, a day of cleaning out litter boxes at PetsMart, etc. I bet lots of 
folks would donate a single dollar (especially if the volunteer did NOT ask for the money; the homeowner would proba-
bly offer it in lieu of the old newspapers or whatever). Those single bucks add up! 

221. Donut Sale See if you can buy donuts at a discounted rate on Sunday morning and sell them at church. In sealed boxes, 
of course! Also try selling to offices. Ask the donut shops who buys them all the time.  

222. DRAWING From Internet: One school recently worked the lobby and lines at the Campus Bookstore the first week of 
school. They sold numbered certificates for $3.00, when the winning number was selected - the organization would pay 
for up to $300.00 of books.  Lesser prizes included T-shirts, caps, and supplies.  Another school had a similar approach, 
but the prize was a $1,500 computer package. Donations were accepted (in accordance to local and state gaming laws), 
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tickets were passed out and the winner announced at their first event. Your donation reciept was the ticket for admis-
sion also! In that you had to be present to WIN, they built the audience for the season opener, their bank account grew and 
active recruitment got them a lot of new members.  
Other drawing prizes could include: jam boxes, CD players, senior rings, reserved parking places.  

223. Duck Derby: Scrounge or buy a lot of rubber ducks. Then you have to get lots of prizes, well 1st, 2nd and 3rd at least. And 
you need a water venue. This could be a canal, stream, even a bathtub or swimming pool if there is  a current. If using 
public waterways you need legal authorization and no, I have no idea who. Ask Fish and Game or your town hall, not me.  
When you’ve got all your ducks in a row, so to speak, get people or businesses to sponsor the ducks. A few bucks per 
duck. Have stalls and vendors along the route (it is not going to be a long route, be aware). Have cold drinks, snacks, pet 
stuff, your info booth, etc. Maybe kid stuff: play area, bouncy castle, etc. Number each duck with a permanent marker 
(water soluble does NOT work) and you let the ducks go all at once. The duck that finishes first wins. If you can get a 
LOT of ducks, it’s a riot to watch. Maybe use a stretch of the canal, and have the end zone near the air museum? From the 
Air Museum to the RV area? Be aware of grates and such that could block you. 

224.  Dutch Auction : In a Dutch Auction the auctioneer progressively lowers the price until a bidder agrees to buy. Origi-
nated in the Netherlands and is still the preferred method used to sell flowers in the great wholesale auctions.  The chance 
of a higher price is with the Dutch auction, because  a bidder has only one chance to win, as soon as the price is down to 
an acceptable level. Otherwise someone else could say yes and that would be the end. So, eBay and multiple items not 
withstanding, THIS is a Dutch Auction 
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225. Easter Egg Hunt: May require local authority permission. For an entry fee children can hunt around a park or other 

area for hidden eggs: parents can sponsor their children for every egg found. A suggestion is use school playing fields and 
split the proceeds. 

226. Easter Goodies Sale. Other than a basket! Sell plastic Easter eggs filled with candy and surprise slips. Have a few 
main prizes: 1) A fluffy bunny, 2) a filled Easter Basket, 3) A big chocolate bunny, 4) a supply of candy and grass to fill 
baskets at home 5) a basket full of home-baked muffins. Put the eggs in a big basket and sell at a set fee (half a buck or 
so). Ask if you can sell them at church (but don’t be surprised if the answer is no. Easter is the most sacred holiday on the 
Christian calendar. Not X-mas: being born of woman isn’t a big deal, but being raised from the dead is different.  Real life 
example from internet: ‘Within 30 minutes of setting up, all the “mystery eggs” were sold, and all of the baked goods and 
candy sold right along with them! We only spent $10.00 on the prizes, and made a $70.00 profit within 1-½ hours! We 
didn’t expect such a great response, so we only made 36 eggs! We learn from our mistakes Next Easter we will have 6 
prizes, and sell 100 eggs.’ Try this at Christmas. Use the plastic Easter Eggs and decorate to look like Faberge eggs.   

227. Ebay.Com – Sell things on ebay and donate the proceeds to the shelter. Have a link to your shelter on your About Me 
page. 

228. Egg And Spoon Race. Best done at a fair, but if it’s celebrity then any time is okay!  
229. Egg Drop: Teams of two pay to play catch with an egg. taking one step back after every successful catch. The team to 

move the furthest distance apart without dropping the egg wins a prize.  
230. Enclosures.  I’m thinking fundraiser. Really. But I am also thinking that at an adoptathon, a simple, portable enclosure 

would be a great thing. I am ALSO thinking that if you could market cat enclosures (there are tons of dog runs), you 
might have a unique market. I’m thinking fundraiser. This is also personal. Someone invent a cheap, lightweight enclo-
sure for climbing, clawing destructokitties! I would LOVE an outside enclosure for my cats, but it must not be permanent 
or too heavy for me to deal with. The cost must be reasonable. Then pets could be allowed outside, but wouldn’t stray. 
Ideas: something like a pair of roll-n-lock type barricades that attach onto the property fence and hooks onto the house. 
Or, something I found on the Internet after initially writing this: geodesic domes make great, inexpensive and easy-to-
construct shelters. You can buy kits on the internet. Try www.gardendome.com for connector kits and supply your own 
lumber. 

231. End Of School Year Party. You put it on, they pay for it. You could lose a lot on this if nobody buys tickets. 
232. English Pub set up a tent or turn the local bar into an english pub. Darts, pub games. Pubs are restaurants too, so serve 

traditional foods: Plaice and chips, roasted parsnips and potatoes, Sunday Roast, etc. 
233. English Pub Tent. Or get your favorite bar to dress itself up like a pub. Have pub games, Guinness, hard cider, etc. 

Pubs in Britain are also restaurants, so try to serve up some British food. My fave is roasted parsnips, and it is MUCH bet-
ter than it sounds. 

234. Engraved Bricks, Tiles Or Pavers (also paves the way to building a new facility). Speak to your local gravestone 
maker. He might be willing to do this. Many such businesses now use a computerized laser to engrave. If nobody has died 
lately, it means extra money for him. If you think this is not a good fundraiser, go to the Gateway center. Olympic Plaza is 
paved with engraved bricks, and I wish I had taken advantage so I could be immortalized. The companies usually don’t 
have a start-up cost. You pre-sell the bricks to people, then pay for the bricks from the proceeds. It’s expensive, but since 
there are no start-up costs you don’t care. If you don’t want or don’t need a pavement, how about seeing if a local place 
like a school does? You could divide the workload and the profit. 

235. Engraved Stones 1 Engraved bricks or paving stones can line the walkways of the new shelter. Or those small, fist 
sized stones you find everywhere can be incorporated into a decorative wall or a wishing well (not necessarily at the shel-
ter?). Or, sell paper stones and have a "stone wall" inside. We can make fake stone out of vermiculite and plaster-of-paris, 
as well and have a "friendship wall." Ask gravestone cutters about their rates; many use lasers. And, they can do concrete 
(maybe) and can talk to us about homemade paving stones and engravings. 

236. Engraved Stones 2 Not the bricks or paving stones, but fist-sized stones with individual words (or names if you can 
get a volunteer to do it). Ideas would be: Joy, Love, Imagine, Respect, Dream etc. A hint: try foreign languages. If you 
have a large hispanic community, get some done in Spanish. Same words. If a large Asian community, see if someone 
there can print out the words in their language. If your engraver can do graphics, then you can use the oriental characters, 
whatever the language may be. Go to a New Age shop for ideas. 

237. Equipment Hire. Have a tiller? A riding lawn mower? Hire it out! 
238. Errand Boy/Girl – Offer to be your friends and coworkers personal assistant for a day (or maybe for just a few hours) in 

exchange for a large donation. Maybe $250.00 or more for the day?!  
239. Extra Change Box - Create little boxes for your friends and family and have them place it on their dresser. At the end 

of the day they can drop that spare change in the box. The next day they give it to you. Or the end of the week. Make 
them from pet food cans. 
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240. Face Painting: Requires face paints. Charge parents for painting children’s faces as clowns, animals, or other charac-

ters.  
241. Famous Landmark Holiday Lights.  See if a famous home, building or landmark can be done up in lights for a spe-

cial event. 
242. Fancy Dress. High-class costume party.  
243. Fancy Schmancy Night Out. Raffle off a night in a good local motel, with a limo pick up and dinner at a good restau-

rant. There’s something about puttin’ on the Ritz. 
244. Fashion Show Have some brave people model some clothing and auction it off. Example: Lingerie, evening clothes, 

sportswear, bathing suits. Make it a party with lots of beer. The highest bidder gets to have the model strip it off as sexily 
as possible. Only kidding. But if it works …  

245. Fast: Go without food for a day while others sponsor you to do so. Many abandoned animals go without food for longer 
than is safe. Surely you can go without for a day. Sleep time does not count. 

246. Fear Factor: If you are normally afraid (but not clinically phobic) of snakes or spiders, get sponsored to handle one - or 
more - at the zoo. Some zoos run special 'contact' days and you will get a certificate if you actually handle or hold a 
creepy crawly. This should be done at a properly run 'contact' day where it will be supervised. 

247. Fellowship Meal From Internet. This is a tried and true favorite for most churches and many schools. It can be very 
successful for any organization that has access to a hall with kitchen facilities and willing hands to prepare and serve. 
Everyone likes to eat and enjoys getting together. You can choose any meal; breakfast, lunch, dinner, or anything in be-
tween from high tea to ice cream social. Make it as formal as a black tie gala or as casual as a picnic cookout. It can be ca-
tered or home-cooked. Make it a one-time event or an annual affair.  
It often helps to combine a meal with some other activity such as a dance, choir concert, lecture series, or a fundraising 
auction. Providing a meal may make it easier for families to attend a week night church service or special school assem-
bly. Serve a pancake breakfast after an early church service; coffee and dessert after a concert or boxed lunches during a 
conference. When used as a prelude to some other activity, the meal need not be spectacular, merely filling and whole-
some, served hot and timely. Spaghetti or meat loaf, soup and salad come to mind.  
Spaghetti can also serve as a stand alone fundraiser, with your special sauce, salad and garlic bread. To be really success-
ful, your dinner should offer something a bit unique (or considered difficult, time consuming, messy, or requiring special 
knowledge to make). The best events often capitalize on some cultural heritage (i.e. Italian ravioli, Texas chili, Southern 
fish fry, Louisiana crawfish boil). Develop a signature dish or go with a theme (Irish dishes for St. Patrick's Day, a Ger-
man Octoberfest, authentic international meals from a different country each year). If you hit on the right recipes, these 
events can become yearly standards, anticipated throughout the community. Once established, you can increase profits 
with both plate service and take home portions or cartons.  
If you want to attract the general public, make sure you appoint a publicity chairman to get out flyers and posters in 
neighborhood stores. Submit your event for inclusion in the community calendar in your local newspaper and on the ra-
dio. If you've chosen a unique menu, you might even get a 'human interest' article. Also encourage your members to invite 
friends and neighbors.  
You'll have to decide how to serve your meal. Table service is more formal and allows for closer time scheduling, since 
everyone is served at once (or as closely as possible) but it takes more workers to serve everyone. A buffet is less formal, 
but often your best choice logistically. Cafeteria style works fine for more informal events. is It's a good idea to have 
separate cooks and clean-up crew. Spreading the work around keeps volunteers from burning out.  
Tickets. You'll need to sell tickets ahead of time for more formal and catered events, at the door for others. The price 
should be set to cover your costs and provide a profit or its not much of a fundraiser.  
Here are some sample meals and ideas to get you thinking:  
A Formal Affair  A formal dinner calls for linen tablecloths and napkins, as well as centerpieces. We decorated our 
church fellowship hall in formal black and white. The menu was: Prime Rib, baked ham, baked potatoes, green beans, 
glazed carrots, salad, fruit cup, variety of breads, a dessert table with elegant desserts, ice cream, coffee, tea. Donations 
given at the door. Youth helped prepare and serve the meal. Most food donated.  
Amish Turkey Dinner  Menu: Amish turkey, buttered potatoes, peas, applesauce, pie and ice cream. Everyone invited to 
stay. Youth make applesauce from donated apples.  
Pig Roast  Sold tickets for $8. Pig and food were donated.  
Youth Sunday Sandwich Meal  A tradition for us is to serve a noon meal on the day we have youth Sunday. Youth are 
in charge of the service, plus serve a meal of hot sandwiches, Jell-O, chips, relishes and ice cream. By donation.  

248. Feng Shui Evening. Ask a Feng Shui practitioner to do a lecture and a small class. 
249. Fetch The Ball. Sell numbered tennis balls for a set fee. You keep the ball, they get a numbered ticket. Get everybody 

and one dog together. Throw all the balls at once, then let the dog go. Whichever ball comes back first wins a prize. You 
could do this with several balls and dogs, or you could have several balls in different colors indicating prizes. Each person 
buys a ticket and places a bet on the color of his choice. Balls get dumped, dog gets ball, person gets corresponding  prize. 
Want funny? Have hundreds of numbered balls dropped from a front-end loader or something and watch the dog go nuts 
picking up and dropping balls till he finally makes a choice. 

250. Fetes And Fairs. At local schools, community level, etc. Be a presence at every one, support every one whenever pos-
sible, and be the sponsor whenever you can, calling on all other groups even if they are not your own, to participate. 

251. Film/Theatre Premieres: Approach local cinemas or theatres to donate a percentage of takings from a first night; you 
might also be able to collect at the venue. 

252. Fireworks Party. This will be counterproductive if fireworks are illegal where you live. 
253. Fish Bowl. A fish bowl is a begging bowl that you have near you during events. Every dollar you generate is a dollar 

you didn’t have. If your bowl is big enough, put a cutout of a dog or cat in it. A big one that reaches above the rim so 
people can see. One idea I’ve seen is a picture of a cat and dog dancing with an umbrella and the phrase “Shower Us With 
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Change.” You could also have a cutout of a cat or dog holding a plate and people pile their change in the plate. The ex-
cess falls down into the bowl. Knock most of the change off on occasion. Have the fishbowl at every event, no matter 
how small OR LARGE. 

254. Five Years Of Reminders. For a flat fee, say $25, we would send, call, or e-mail (or all three when applicable) re-
minders for every birthday and anniversary for five years. With a limit, I guess, or we'd spend all our money on stamps. 
Let's see. with a limit of five events, figure forty cents a post card (you can buy pre-stamped ones at the post office for the 
postal rate only). That's $10 over five years, so we'd make $15 pp if they had five. 

255. Flags, Kites And Windsocks. Patterns are available. Make some and sell them. Or put them in groups: Make five 
Carp windsocks in progressively smaller sizes and sell as a school of fish. 

256. Flamingo Or Gnome Invasion Somebody pays to have a number (10, 20, 50, 100) of pink flamingos or garden 
gnomes, whirly sunflowers or some other vulgar thing put in a yard overnight or for a week. The person pays to have the 
invasion land in someone’s home. The recipient pays a set amount to have them removed. Do it by the day ($10-25 a day) 
or by the week. Or, the reicpient could pay half the fee and have the flamingo invasion fly to someone else’s home right 
away or the next day. That person would have to pay the full fee or a percentage. Each recipient needs to be known to be 
both a supporter of the cause, and must be able to afford the fines. Make flyers explaining what’s going to happen. Make 
the flyers hot pink (like the flamingo). Make sure they have the number to call to REMOVE the flamingos!You could do 
this every week for a month. You could also do it on birthdays or anniversaries. If you don’t have the publicity for the 
event, have a wooden placard in the front yard. Include a phone number. Variation: Paint the gnomes, flamingos, etc. in 
your school colors.  
Let’s see- 6 Flamingos X $25 X 14 Days is $2100.00, not bad. Note: You might want to tag your Flamingo’s to identify 
or in case of flight. This sale doesn’t have to be limited to just taking orders within the school. Teach kids to market this 
by contacting businesses, radio stations, and other groups. You can also paint them with VERY obnoxious colors and 
people will sign up their neighbors, teachers or anywhere but their own yard. “Pink Flamingo Insurance” and protect 
yourself from the invasion of these pink pests. Policies are only $10.00. 

257. Flea Market. Don’t hold one, buy a booth at one. It will cost you $25 or $50, but if you are selling quality goods you 
will more than make that up. Also, if you’re selling something for $2.50 ask if the buyer will donate the extra fifty cents. 
Tell him what it’s for and have your charity numbers handy. Regarding donated goods: When you go seeking, make sure 
you volunteer to PICK UP THE ITEMS. Lots of folks have garages full of stuff they want to get rid of but it’s heavy and 
they aren’t in the mood to heft it around. You  could also volunteer to deliver the item within a reasonable distance, but 
the buyer must pay in advance. 

258. Flea Market. Sell booth space. You’ll make money even if nobody sells a thing. Do it in a public place. Do you have a 
well-attended public park, drive-in, etc? 

259. Flower  Arranging Evening,  
260. Flower Bulbs. During one of my “Send Me Information” binges, I got information from, I think, Holland Bulbs about 

selling flower bulbs. That didn’t appeal to me since I once killed a plastic geranium (the title of my next book, eh?). But 
all my neighbors plant bulbs like crazy so maybe I was wrong. I remember selling flower and veg seeds as a kid in ele-
mentary school. Don’t think they ever sold. Mom bought them. None of them grew. 

261. Food Marathon: choose your favourite food, then get sponsorship to eat as much of it as you can in a set period of time. 
262. Food: Did I mention joining forces with churches or youth groups to split the profits on spaghetti suppers and such? I 

remember DeMolay always had a building available for its meals, and I always went. Good food, cheap. Always 
crowded. Now that I think about it, it was the Masonic Temple. But churches usually have kitchens and dining facilities 
available. And don’t forget: go to the churches and temples less visited. How about a Buddhist temple? A Hindu one? A 
Korean Baptist Church? You’ll get some variety in your covered dish dinners and make new friends! 

263.  Food: If you do food look at ways you can really make it different. A typical bake sale is not profitable! Sell food, but in 
a novel way. For instance:  
“Breakfast in Bed Valentine’s Basket” with fresh bagels, pastries, cream cheese, jelly and gourmet coffee and fruit 
packaged in a basket.  
One college we know of has two organizations that makes their own maple syrup. At Parents Day, they sponsor a free 
pancake breakfast, all the PANCAKES you can eat, sample syrup is out on the table in small, really small quantities. If 
you want syrup you can buy it in pints and quarts. They make lots of money and rarely have any product left over.  
Hot potato sale at football games in the fall: low investment, high profit. In cold weather, some have sold these as edible 
hand-warmers!  
Homemade ice cream (great from spring or summer softball games) and fruit, toppings served in a cone.  
If you absolutely want to sell baked goods, package them by putting them in baskets or decorative tins and sell them as 
gifts: i.e. roommate day, faculty appreciation, etc. 

264. Football Match: Organize a friendly soccer match or tournament with companies, local villages, schools etc. Charge 
spectators an entry fee and ask the teams to get sponsored per goal. 

265. Fortune Cookies. I have a recipe for fortune cookies somewhere. I am sure it is floating on the internet as well. Make 
fortune cookies and have the fortune be a donation request, no larger than $2.75. You’ll probably get the extra quarter. 
Make only one $2.75, and depending on how many fortune cookies you make, here’s a breakdown. I’m making it up as I 
go so change as appropriate for the income of your community.  
Out of 50 cookies 
$2.75 -- 1 
$2.00 -- 1 
$1.75 -- 2 
$1.50 -- 2 
$1.25 -- 2 
$1.10 -- 2 
$0.99 -- 2 
$0.85 -- 3 
$0.80 -- 3 
$0.75 -- 3 
$0.70 – 3 
$0.65-- 3 
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$0.60-- 3 
$0.55-- 3 
$0.50-- 3 
$0.45-- 3 
$0.30-- 3 
$0.25-- 3 
$0.10-- 3 
$0.05 -- 2 

266. Fountain Change. Ask permission from every place that has a fountain. Malls, hotels, city parks, etc. Ask if you can 
have the change from the fountains if you go in and get it. Once a month or once every two months, go inside. Keep a 
sign handy so folks don’t think they can just go in and take the change.  

267. Fraternities And Sororities. Contact the National Chapter of your college Fraternity or Sorority and ask them to make 
a donation.  

268. Free Rent! – ask your landlord to donate one-month’s rent to the cause!  
269. Freezer Full Of Food. I hate cooking, and hate cleaning up afterwards. Maybe I’m not alone. Though I might be alone 

in that my ideal house has NO kitchen or dining room. Have members cook and freeze a variety of everything. Casse-
roles, lasagna, hot pockets, stuffed shells, chili, meatloaf, meatballs, hamburgers, etc. Sell each individual item or raffle 
off as a freezer full of food. You need generous people who will be happy to cook (not me, sorry) but if you let it run and 
have a running “what’s sold/what’s left” list … well, who knows. Have deserts, side dishes also. These foods need to be 
donated by the members, not bought by you. It would be way too expensive.  So, what’s the best time? Summer when it’s 
too hot to cook? Winter so you have ready-made meals when you’re frazzled from holiday shopping?  

270. Fridge Magnets. Beautiful animal photo magnets. At craft fairs I’ve seen lovely pins and broaches made like a 3-d col-
lage and enclosed in liquid plastic. If you know how to do that, use the same technique to make outstanding fridge mag-
nets. On back of magnet, or in some cases on front, put shelter name and phone number or web site. 

271. Fruit Baskets. Like gift baskets, but with perishables. Include something on a stick, a sign, a flag, a house decoration, 
etc. and a stuffed “shelter animal (homemade beanie).” See if local supermarkets will donate. Before and after you put in 
your fruit, take a small handful of nuts and scatter. Same with wrapped candy. 

272. Fun Fortune Telling - Mystic Meg, Tarot! Advertise it in local publications and let it be known that it is for charity and 
should NOT be taken seriously. Predict silly fortunes. 

273. Fun Run. Do a 5K walk/run for your charity. Remember Volksmarching too (I’d better check V and see if I included 
that).  

274. Fund Raising Programs You can help! All we need are your receipts and/or proof-of-purchase symbols from various 
products. The programs we are currently involved in are: 

275. Fundraiser Insurance. Here is an idea from the internet that I don’t find viable:  We sold "Fund-raiser Insurance". For 
$25.00, a person got a certificate and wallet sized card that stated that they were insured from all fundraising activities for 
6 months. If the person so wished, they could purchase a $50.00 policy for a year. This went over so well that our youth 
earned over $1000.00 in two weeks! You could adapt this for your preschool and sell it to your families. Diane’s note: I 
don’t know how this could actually work. I mean, think of all the different orgs asking for donations. Are they going to 
honor this card? 

276. Fundraising Dinner At Your Local Favorite Restaurant – Ask your favorite local restaurant to host a Fundraising 
Dinner for you. They supply the food and your supply the pledge forms! 
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277. Game And Stickers? Using Avery or other stickers, you could print animals. Make an adoption agency sticker board 

for them to print at home? 
278. Game Battleship Kitties. Instead of battleships you have animals. Instead of you sunk my battleship you adopted my 

kitty. 
279. Game Booklet. A booklet full of trivia, crossword puzzles, mazes, etc. all dealing with local places and your shelter. 

There is plenty of software out there to create word games. Mazes are harder but not impossible. Sell at adopt-a-thons. 
280. Game Night – Get out those board games and start playing! Break into teams and let the fun begin.  
281. Game Show Night. Have a night of home-made game shows. Versions of Jeopardy, Millionaire, Weakest Link, Wheel 

of Fortune, Family Feud, Call My Bluff (a British game like team balderdash.Great fun) and others. You need to choose 
teams and such ahead of time, and charge folks to participate. Charge a very nominal audience fee, like a buck. You need 
to choose a host. You could get a celebrity host, but it’s just as much fun to get celebrity members. I like the idea of Mitch 
English or Rich Bonaduce, weathermen from WB30, as host. Just make sure your host can keep things moving and is 
good at both improv and keeping people entertained. To keep score, you can go fancy and get an electronic marquee type 
thing, or you can get some showerboard from Home Depot and a wipe-off marker. Or a chalk board. You could even use 
paper. Set it up where audiences can see. If you are going to have a buzzers or switches you’ll need to figure out how to 
set those up. Easier if you have just one buzzer, like in Family Feud. But use what’s available. You might think about us-
ing a table lamp or wall lamp with two bulbs but only one circuit? So if team A hits first the green side goes on but team 
B won’t be able to light theirs? Once the host asks a question there should be a time limit, like 30 seconds, before the 
round is forfeit. For a background, use flats from a drama club or theater. 

282. Game Show. How about entering teams on a game show? You see Jeapordy and Family Feud do it all the time. 
283. Game. Animal Concentration. Make cards with pictures of animals or adoptable pets.Maybe do like the tv game 

show and have a bigger picture under the board that folks have to guess. A rhombus I think it is called. No that is wrong. 
Me olvide. 

284. Garage Sale This group wanted to have a rummage sale, but knew that they wouldn’t receive adequate donations from 
only the members of the church. They decided to make flyers and go around to garage sales in the area. The flyer told 
about the church, the youth program, and a request for all of their leftover “junk.” The students PICKED UP DONA-
TIONS when they were contacted.  This group made $900 with out spending a dime. 

285. Garage Sales. If a school or church will donate the parking lot, Heaven's Gate sells booth space for $10 per ta-
ble/parking spot. We donate $1 per table sold to the church in gratitude (especially if they let us use their 
tables) and the sellers keep any profits made at their table. Of course, we have our own table or two! 

286. Garden And Home Tour – Check with a local historical society to see if they would sponsor a garden tour of one or 
several homes in your area. Promote the event in local newspapers.  

287. Garden Party/Fete: May require a budget for refreshments. Invite friends and colleagues to an afternoon reception with 
refreshments, asking them to make a donation. 

288. Garden Produce Competition 
289. Gardeners Question Time 
290. Get A Booth at county fair, state fair, local rodeo, air show, rattlesnake roundup, pioneer days, etc. Lots of organizations 

hold fundraisers and sell booth space. Buy a booth and do the pickle thing or something else. Ideas include: Gypsy For-
tune Telling (only miserable fortunes that are funny), selling pet toys, variation on the pickle jar, bake sale, doggie intelli-
gence contest (dog versus man. Dog always wins). Or sell stuff. 

291. Get Sauced On Trivia. Have trivia games where incorrect answers are met with spaghetti with sauce over the head. 
Franco American or Chef Boy-Ardee work great.   

292. Gift Basket Auction rather like the old picnic basket auctions. Do them for pets! I suggest, if you’re doing a cat one, 
that you include some of that new crystal litter. Enough for one pan, maybe half of one of those 3.8 liter jars. 

293. Gift Baskets For Pets. Stuffed full of good things. Have merchants, vets and crafstmen donate pet supplies and auc-
tion off. If you do it on the internet (eBay or a storefront or something), buyer pays shipping and handling.  

294. Gift Baskets.  Gift baskets are very easy to make. Easier if you get a crew together. First, scour thrift shops for baskets 
and attractive containers. Buy them, and if there are a lot in the store ask if you can get a discount for buying them all (or 
most of them). The shops are in there to make money, often for charity, so they might say no. But if the merchandise has 
been there for some time, they may be willing just to clear the shelves. Fill the baskets to the top with shredded paper 
from any office. Give them magazines, construction paper, colored paper to shred if you want more color. Fill with basket 
stuff. If you are having a one-day event, have all the baskets on display and have a raffle or tombola a few hours before 
closing, or one every hour or something. You can sell tickets, or have people write their names on a dollar bill (or a fiver, 
whatever)  and drop it in a jar or can in front of the basket of choice. Pull a bill and the winner gets the basket. Your char-
ity gets the money. You can also auction them off. Try to keep each basket to a theme.   At the end of this document I’ll 
post some ideas, but this is already getting too long.  

295. Gift Jars. These are fairly easy items to sell. Basically it’s a convenience mix in a jar. There are loads of recipes on the 
internet. Just make the jar lid pretty, add a nice tag, and you have a gift or sale item.  

296. Gift Sale: If your company have a nominated charity and permit events on site, arrange a gifts sale e.g. in an empty of-
fice at lunchtime. Publicize it on company notice boards or in the reception/entrance area. Best run at Christmas or similar 
traditional occasion. Sell homemade gifts or items bought in bulk but packaged separately. 

297. Gift Wrapping prior to Christmas: 
298. Gingerbread Men. Large ones, personalized. Real ones and cardboard or plywood ones. 
299. Give And Take: On a big foam board located outside of the classroom families can post services they are willing to 

GIVE or services they want to TAKE. Each service has a pledged donation amount that will go to the preschool. When a 
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family selects a service they remove the pledge card and present it to the author. Examples are: to GIVE - babysitting 
@ $5 an hour, a home cooked meal delivered to your home for $20, a day with the teacher for $30. To TAKE - furnature 
moving @ $75, Saturday babysitting for a $25 donation, "taxi service home" for two children @ $10 a week. And be-
cause these are donations to the school families can claim them on their taxes. The list continues to grow and is a perfect 
fundraiser for our cooperative preschool. 

300. Glamour Photography Perhaps glamour pooch photos, on a silken cushion. Or of you. See if the photo company will 
split profits, or Kiddie Candids will have a donation of a photo with a rescue pet (the kid gets an extra photo for a set fee, 
and we get the bucks) 

301. Glaze Your Own Pottery. If you have ceramic workers with portable kilns, see if you can have a glazing booth. Then 
fire it at set times (on the hour, say) and the buyer comes back for his work of art. Does not have to be fancy: flower pots 
or saucers work.  

302. Go Nuts For The Animals: I am the director of a church preschool. Each fall the Sunday School Director and I ask our 
teachers for a list of items they'd like to have in their classroom. We place those items on a bulletin board. This year's 
theme was "Go Nuts for the Kids". We had an oak tree with fall colored leaves and a squirrel holding an acorn. Each 
"wish list" item was written on a separate acorn. Parents and church members are encouraged to choose an acorn off the 
board, purchase the item and return it to the church. We even include big ticket items. Last year someone purchased a ta-
ble top laminator! This year's board has been up about 10 day and half the acorns are gone! Next month's board will be a 
thank you card made by the children. 

303. Goat Insurance: Like Flamingo Invasion. Volunteers and Board Members hold a "goat insurance" fund raiser that 
people can't resist because they can't stop laughing. Flyers are mailed to your membership and/or other groups to an-
nounce that the your organization will raffle off a donated goat. For $10, a person can send in the names of three people. 
Letters are then sent to those three people, telling them they have a chance to win a goat. But, for $10 they can buy "goat 
insurance" to protect themselves from being entered in the raffle. The winner of the raffle does get the goat, but after the 
fun wears off, the goat's returned to its owner. 

304. Go-Kart Racing: Arrange an event at a go-karting track. Ask people to make a donation on top of the entry fee, and get 
sponsorship per lap.  

305. Golden Globes & Oscar Parties— Similar to Superbowl party. Put together a sheet of all the nominees for all cate-
gories and get everyone to select who they think will win. Whoever has the most correct entries wins the pot. 

306. Goldfish Race:  Here's a fun and unique fundraising activity called a goldfish race. Two 10-foot long rain gutters are 
placed side by side. Caps are glued to each end so that they will hold water. A goldfish is placed in each gutter and is held 
at the end by a removable gutter-shaped gate. Two children are given 1 straw each and are instructed to blow behind the 
fish and into the water to encourage the fish to swim to the other end of the gutter. The winner gets to keep his/her fish. 
Can charge $1 per entry or thereabouts.  
A large bowl filled with gold fish will help attract customers to your booth. You'll need small nets to transfer your fish to 
the 'race course'. Check with your local pet/fish supply store for proper water conditions for the gold fish, both in the bowl 
and troughs. Have plastic baggies on hand for winners to transport their prizes home, and of course straws (smaller ones 
are best). Make sure you have plenty of extra prepared water to accompany the fish.  
Also make sure the troughs are properly braced to avoid being turned over. Use narrow tables, so contestants can gage 
both fish's progress. If space permits and you expect sufficient crowds, set up several troughs so more contestants can par-
ticipate in each race. Make sure you leave room for the players beside each set of troughs.  
You might also paint a different color stripe down the center of each trough, or give each child a numbered sandwich 
board (each outlined in a different color) and 'call' the race over a loud speaker. More players will increase your profit per 
race, but only if you can get sufficient players to cover the cost of the additional troughs. For six or more players per race, 
have a volunteer stationed at the end of every two troughs with flags to signal the winner.  
You can also increase your profits by selling small gold fish bowls, assuming you can get a goodly supply at a substantial 
discount. Arrange ahead of time to return any left over fish or bowls to your suppliers or local pet/hobby store or sell them 
at a reduced price at the end of the day. 

307.  Golf Outing: Golf and picnic. You can make this an annual event once you’ve set up a game plan. Find a company or a 
few businesses to underwrite the event. Charge a fee in the range of $50.00 per person or $90.00 per couple, which could 
include a 9-hole scramble, golf cart, picnic, prizes and contests. You could also offer the picnic dinner only price of $8.00 
to $12.00. Contact businesses that would donate items, meals or services to be auctioned at the picnic. Maybe within the 
group, individuals might have something to donate that could be auctioned. You could also have a 50/50 raffle with 
plenty of great prizes. You could find sponsors for the golf carts and display their posters on them. If you have well-
behaved dogs who won’t peep or poop on the golf course, but who WILL chase balls, I can foresee a special “canine haz-
ard” golf game. 

308. Golf Outing: You can make this an annual event once you’ve set up a game plan. Find a company or a few businesses to 
underwrite the event. Charge a fee in the range of $50.00 per person or $90.00 per couple, which could include a 9-hole 
scramble, golf cart, picnic, prizes and contests. You could also offer the picnic dinner only price of $8.00 to $12.00. Con-
tact businesses that would donate items, meals or services to be auctioned at the picnic. Maybe within the group, indi-
viduals might have something to donate that could be auctioned. You could also have a 50/50 raffle with plenty of great 
prizes. You could find sponsors for the golf carts and display their posters on them. 

309. Golf Tournament.  Make arrangements with a golf course to have an golf tournament. Arrange for reduced greens fees 
to be paid by your organization and solicit donated prizes for winners. Arrange for volunteers to handle registration, 
watch holes, and act as referees regarding rules of play. Charge $25 -$50 or more per 2 person team (to be paired with 
players of similar ability); $50-$100 or more for foursomes. You'll need to arrange the golfers into 'flights' using estab-
lished handicaps or other criteria. Sell boxed lunches and have donated door prizes. 

310. Golf. Clean balls and clubs.  At a local Golf Course, set up a small table and offer to clean golf clubs and ball. Best if 
there is a tournament going on. Charge $5 to clean equipment, maybe half that. Other Options:If your city hosts a pro-
fessional golf tournament, arrange to provide volunteers for crowd control, ticket takers, shuttle drivers, etc. The golf 
league or host club pays your organization instead of hired help. Volunteers get to watch the play before or after their 
work shift. 

311. Gong Show. Spoof of amateur talent shows. Three celebrities served as judges. They viewed amateur acts. Anybody 
could be on the show, and anybody was. The judges rated the shows on a scale of 1-10. If an act was too horrible to con-
tinue one of the judges could gong the act. The prize ws strange, like $1.98 (that was the beauty show, but you get the 
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idea). There was an applause-o-meter which helped choose a winner at the end of the show. Remember the Unknown 
Comic, or Gene, Gene the Dancing Machine?  

312. Good Karma Tickets. Like police tickets, but these have different “violations.” Some good some bad. Parking in a 
handicapped zone without a sticker. Letting someone out of an exit or parking lot that is notorious for long waits. Simple 
courtesies and clunkers. You can be a Karma Kop! 

313. Good Karma Tipping Jar – Ask local businesses to put one of those jars near the register or on their front counter. 
Tape a short explanation of why you’re raising money.  Doesn’t have to be a jar. A pet-shaped cookie jar, a piggy bank, a 
stack of pet food cans with bottoms and tops removed (leave one top and one bottom!) or a well-decorated box will do. 
Leave them everywhere: fast food joints, health clubs, work, doctor’s office, bus terminals, banks, ANYWHERE. Just ask 
permission. 

314. Grocery Coupon Books.  There are agencies on the internet who provide grocery coupon books. Big names like Betty 
Crocker, Kraft, etc. provide coupons and you sell the books. Everyone benefits, since everyone buys groceries. 

315. Guess The Number/Weight: put a quantity of items (e.g. sweets, screws, pennies, marbles, dog biscuits, cat treats) in 
a jar, and ask people to pay to guess how many there are, or how heavy the jar is. The winner gets a prize, or the contents 
of the jar. Guessing the weight of a cake, dog, aggreeable fat person is one option. Or make a boot out of clear vinyl and 
put lots of little dolls in it and guess how many children in the Old Lady’s shoe. 

316. Guessing Game. A guessing game is so simple than many groups never think of it and is appropriate for school 
groups, sports teams, civic clubs, adult work places - just about anywhere. There are many versions but the principle is 
the same for each. Participants are given the opportunity to guess something and they pay for each guess.  
The simplest version is a large jar filled with virtually any item as long as it takes a lot of them to fill the jar. If you use 
candy, you could vary it by the season - red hots for Valentines Day, candy corn at Thanksgiving, multi-colored Hershey 
kisses at Christmas. Once the game is over, everyone gets to eat the contents. You could also use pennies, dried beans, 
screws, soft drink tabs, paper clips, even confetti (really tough). Try to think of something that would be the most intrigu-
ing to your probable participants. However, unless the items are donated or loaned, keep them very cheap for obvious rea-
sons.  
Now that your jar is filled, you need to place it in a conspicuous place such as a display case at a school or break area at a 
business so everyone can see it. Place a sign next to the jar (and in all other areas you can think of) challenging partici-
pants to guess the number of "whatevers" in the jar. Your specific organization and target participants will dictate how 
much to charge per guess and how to collect for the guesses. Make sure your signage explains what the proceeds will be 
spent for.  
There are many variations that can be considered. Have a guessing game jar at each of your monthly meetings with the 
proceeds going to a specific program or activity. Eliminate the jar contents and have the guess relate to an event - the 
closest time to a member's baby being born, the first snow fall of the year, the first day the Dow will close at exactly xxx, 
etc. Let your imagination run wild! 

317. Guest Speaker For Your Kid’s School. This could be a vet, the dog officer, the person who does the euthanasia or a 
foster parent. 

318. Gymnastics Display Obviously for the youth! These old bones ain’t doing much. Of course, that could be hilarious. 
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319. Hair Salon. Ask your barber or hairdresser to donate $2.00 of every haircut they complete over one weekend.  Or to do-

nate their tips. 
320. Hairball.  This is just a Gala. A dress-up dance (or not), the proceeds of which go to an animal shelter. You could call it 

a fur ball too, so the dogs aren’t left out. Get a really good DJ or band that plays a wide variety of music, to appeal to 
young and old (and middle aged as well). Have a tombola, a sit-down dinner (no spaghetti, it’s messy) and anything else 
you can think of. It can be themed to animals or something else (Christmas, Mardi Gras, Harvest, etc). 

321. Haircut: If you normally have long hair (women and men!) get sponsored to have it cut short. If you are brave enough, 
get people to sponsor you extra to have your head shaved. 

322. Hair-Cut-Athon. See if local groomers and hair stylists will donate a day and get together in one location for a cut-a-
thon. They keep their tips, but the fees go to the shelter. Or, each stylist gets sponsored for how many haircuts. If you live 
near a military base, try to advertise there, and undercut the prices of the AAFES/NEX barbers. 

323. Halloween Costume Parade. Get the high school and Jr. High bands to participate, invite all civic groups to take part. 
Make it a small town affair, corny but neighborly. Sell picture taking and do a magic show. 

324. Halloween Insurance. Speaking of Halloween, sell "insurance policies" that promise to clean any soaped up or egged 
over cars or houses, or remove toilet paper from trees, etc. Follow through and clean up any that have been messed up, 
but most won't. I mean, that's how insurance companies make money, right? You print up insurance certificates or poli-
cies saying that the day after Halloween you will clean up the house or yard if pranksters egg or TP it. Sell for a couple of 
bucks, and go door to door. You will probably make a bundle and will also have a few houses to clean up. It’s kind of a 
novelty but a fun one. . You charge $5 per residence policy and $15 per business policy. Your group agrees to clean up 
any Halloween mess - soaped windows, etc. made during Halloween night. You do not agree to repair vandalized items - 
broken windows - blown up mailboxes, etc. 

325. Halloween Party. Charge at the door. 
326. Happy Hour Party – Invite all your friends (and their friends!) and get them to sign a T-shirt if you’re going on a Fun 

Run, ride, sponsored walk, etc. Meet at your neighborhood bar if you don’t want to have it at home. Charge a set fee to 
sign your shirt, but it must be the one you’ll be wearing on your run.  

327. Harvest Party: Similar to the Talent/Bake Sale our club decided last Fall to take care of putting on the Harvest Party for 
the church this year. It was a costume party/bake sale/activity booths with games for the young children to win easily. 
(The costume portion puts everyone in a good mood!) Everyone is invited to bring any homemade or purchased baked 
item to be auctioned off. There are always some favorites which everyone bids up high. This year someone even baked a 
"Pathfinder Cake"! It was beautiful and our director bought it for the club to share and eat together. At the end there is 
always one or two cream pies which really get the BIG bucks! These end up in the face of whomever the purchaser 
chooses. It usually somehow ends up in the face of the Pathfinder Director! -- Kuna Connectors - Kuna, Idaho 

328. Haunted House At The Mall.  If your mall allows it, and it has empty space, take a large empty store and turn it into a 
haunted house. These are a blast from start to finish. Even the planning and clean up is fun. But then, I love Halloween. 
Try getting the Explorer Scouts (a branch of the BSA, speak to your local cops about them), High School and Jr. High, 
church groups, etc. to help. Set up part of it as a Pumpkin Room for little ones who are too scared or little to go in. Face 
painting, cookie walks (like a cake walk but for cookies), pin the stem on the pumpkin, apple bobbing, donuts on strings, 
etc.  

329. Haunted House Contest. Have participants build haunted houses in their yards or basements. Judges (kids or teens, 
perhaps) judge which is the best. Either charge to get in and Heaven's Gate gets the money, or participants pay a fee. 
Someone with a van should carry the "judges" from house to house. 

330. Haunted House. I love Halloween. Get together with other organizations and make a Haunted House. If you can take 
care of getting the building and the approval, see if different organizations and businesses will sponsor one room. Maybe 
Albertsons employees will take a room, the senior class will take a room, etc. They would be responsible for everything in 
the room, but someone (you) has to coordinate to make sure you don’t have 20 vampires and only one anything else. 

331. Haunted Houses: mystery cruises, who-done-it murder parties, treasure hunts, polaroid scavenger hunts. 
332. Have A Totally Useless Dog Show. Events like Toilet Bowl Guzzle, Crotch Sniff, etc.  
333. Health And Safety Card. Using a business card program, generate a basic information profile. Have blanks for doc-

tor’s phone number, insurance data, allergies, medical conditions, language if not english, medications, emergency con-
tact info, etc. At a booth, sell the cards and have a laminating machine handy. If the person knows his info, laminate the 
card then and there at no charge.  

334. HELP WITH HOMEWORK SERVICE. Advertise in high schools and colleges. You can offer a place to do home-
work, research, typing, helping lay out reports, do displays, etc. 

335. Heritage Walk 
336. High School Football Concession. Our preschool has contracted with the high school football team to do the con-

cession stands at all home football games. It only works out as a couple of evenings in the fall. We get a percentage of the 
profits. This year we made $1500.  

337. Highland Games: Requires an open air venue e.g. school field. Organize a day of caber tossing, curling, haggis eating, 
bagpipe playing, etc; either charge an entry fee or raise sponsorship.  This can be fun. There are Scottish societies in many 
big cities. Otherwise, contact the Society for Creative Anachronism and see if they can help. 

338. Hold A "Non-Event" -- you send out invitations that say "THE XYZ SCHOOL is holding its first annual Black Tie 
Non-Event. The event will not take place on June 1, 1996. Cocktails will not be served at 6 p.m. with dinner not served at 
7 p.m. No program will be held at 8 p.m. Then you itemize the money they will save by not having to attend your event -- 
tux rental, buying a dress, babysitting, parking, cost of the dinner, having your hair done, etc. Then you ask for a donation 
for that amount. If you're looking for less money you can make the event more casual (no tux rental, etc) to get the sug-
gested donation down to an amount you want to request. 
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339. Hold A Theme-Song Contest. Participants donate a couple of bucks along with their Heaven's Gate theme song. 

This should be an annual thing. The theme song gets played on PSAs and at HG events. 
340. Holiday Boutique. Like a jumble sale, but must be GOOD QUALITY items only. Screen for suitability. 
341. Holiday Child Care:  As Christmas approaches, parents (especially single ones) need time to do shopping. Set up child 

care service in your home for a couple of nights. You might need to check with the city on this; it might be considered a 
business, and you’d have to comply with a whole list of stupid state rules. If you can swing it, charge a rate slightly lower 
than what they normally pay. Make sure parents sign release forms, notify of any allergies or health concerns, and ap-
proximate area they will be going. Also discuss punishment. I believe in corporal punishment and would never allow a 
child in my home who could not be spanked if needed. You can do this as a creche, too, in a mall or a pre-school that will 
allow you to do so at night. 

342. Home (Door To Door) Collecting 
343. Homeless Homer Save Homeless Homer symbols from all Heinze pet food products. Some examples are Kibble ‘n 

Bits, Gravy Train, Gaines Burgers, Snausages, Meaty Bones, Cycle, 9 Lives, Pounce, and more. Look for the Homeless 
Homer symbol on the package, cut it out, and save it. When you get enough to make it worth your while, send them to the 
Miami County Humane Society. 

344. Home-Made Holiday Cards. Have a school or class come up with a dozen holiday card pictures. Get them printed and 
sell them. The parents will buy them if nobody else will! Small fundraiser, but it's easy and fun for the kids AND to or-
ganize! This can be amplified with a contest of some sort, anything goes! You just have to stimulate the kids! 

345. Home-Made Holiday Cards. Have a school or class come up with a dozen holiday card pictures. Get them printed and 
sell them. The parents will buy them if nobody else will! Small fundraiser, but it's easy and fun for the kids AND to or-
ganize! This can be amplified with a contest of some sort, anything goes! You just have to stimulate the kids! 

346. Homemade Pet Toys. Either make and sell the toys, or sell a booklet with directions on how to make them. 
347. Homemade Pet Treats Baked On Premises. Have a toaster oven or a small convection oven. Make pet treats 

through out the day, like on the hour or something. Allow patrons to purchase the treats you are baking. 
348. Horse Racing Evening: Ask a race course to organize a charity race where a percentage of the takings go to your char-

ity. Or hold an indoor event where you hire horse-race films (special films/videos of 8-horse races are available) and sell 
'tickets' on each horse. The winning tickets get a percentage of the takings for each race. You can make up race cards or 
ask local companies to name and sponsor a horse for each race. The films are played in random order. 

349. Host A Movie Party At Your House – Pick up a new flick at your local movie store, make some popcorn, pick up 
some soda and invite your friends and family over for movie night. Of course have your pledge forms ready to go! 

350. Host A Poker Game – call your serious (or not so serious) card-playin’ friends invite them over for poker night.  
351. House Party –  Maybe a “rave” type party without the drugs? Maybe ask rave sponsors to donate a percentage? Street 

party with entry fee? 
352. House Sit – Friends going out of town for awhile? Maybe they need a warm body to stay in their place in their absence!  
353. House Warming Party – Are you moving anytime soon? If so, ask your friends to make a pledge instead of purchasing 

a gift for your new place. 
354. Hundred Club. When someone reaches 100 pledges (that’s people, not dollars). Or, gather a hundred of an item: safety 

pins, cans of food, etc. 
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355. Ice Cream Eating: Get sponsored to eat many different flavours in as short a time as possible.  
356. Independence Day/St George's Day: Organize an American-themed event on 4 July; could include burgers, Ameri-

can football/basketball and flag waving. Alternatively, choose your own themed day (Australian, Italian, Irish St Pat-
rick's) to coincide with that country's national holiday.. Non-Brits could organize a British themed event on St George's 
Day (23 April?)  with tea, 5-a-side soccer and British snacks and foods. 

357. Indian Food Stall (Asian, not American) 
358. Inspirational Book Marks – Create them and sell them to your friends and family.  
359. Instrument: If you are musical, get sponsored for playing an instrument for as long as you can or for every instrument 

you can play a tune on. Try to get extra sponsorship for novelty instruments e.g. producing a recognisable tune on comb 
and paper, playing a metal watering can like a trumpet etc. 

360. International Culture Festival 
361. Internet Chat Rooms. post a message on an internet chat room. You’d be amazed at how many people you don’t even 

know who will be willing to help you. 
362. Iron Man Miniature Golf Competition Reserve a miniature golf course for your youth group. Have each student ask 

people to sponsor them per hole they play. (.10¢ per hole.) Then, run the tournament just like an Iron Man competition 
except you play on the miniature golf course. Play 100 holes in two hours or as many as you can do in two hours. 

363. Is There A Teacher In The House? – Get your students to help you fundraise. Kids are incredibly creative and cute, 
too! Listen to their ideas and let them carry them out.  
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364. Jail Your Favorite Weatherman. Mine is Mitch English. I am never sure if I love him or hate him, but I think it’s 

love. At any rate, he’s goofy and NEEDS to be locked up. And he’ll probably be willing. In one example I found, which I 
liked better than the old plywood jail, was: Companies and stores donated pet food and canned soda. The jail was built 
from said cans. The weatherman was locked up and people  had to buy him out by purchasing a drink or a can of pet food. 
Each purchase was another “brick” from the house, and when the house was all gone the weatherman could leave. Of 
course, have your fish bowl handy. 

365. Jazz Festival. Can you play jazz? If you have jazz band, see if a local jazz festival will allow you to play for donations. 
366. Jewelry. Make it yourself. 
367. Jigsaw Marathon 
368. Job Cards. Each volunteer writes on a 3"x5" card what they would be willing to do for pay (i.e. painting, car washing, 

cleaning, yard work, babysitting). These cards were placed on a table during our spaghetti fund raising supper so adults 
could take note of the youths' abilities and areas of interest. Donation. (The kids got paid better in the end). 

369. JOB EXPO. In high school there were career days, when locals would show students the jobs that were out there. Have 
the same thing on a different scale. Local businesses that want to hire new employees, military recruiters, etc. If there 
could be services, charge for them. Too much to handle? See about getting co-sponsorship and splitting the entry fee. If 
the expo center makes 10,000 and you get 5 percent, that’s pretty good for next to no work. 

370. Jockey In The Box Contact a local Christian radio station and explain who you are and what you are raising money 
for. Ask them to participate with you in a ‘kidnap a disk jockey’ campaign.  Record sound bytes of all the DJ’s at the sta-
tion and have them played several times throughout the day with an announcement about an upcoming banquet or concert 
that your group is sponsoring where one jockey will be locked in a box you create. At the event, put the jock in the box. 
Have attenders enter their guesses for which jockey has been kidnapped. Each entry costs $2.00 and the winner is drawn 
in a raffle style. Draw a winner from all of the correct entries. Or you can keep drawing from all the entries until you get a 
correct answer. Announce at intermission who the winner is and present them with their prize. 

371. Join The Dog Scouts Of America (no kidding) 
372. Joke Book,  
373. Juggling Marathon: Charge people to see how long they can keep three balls or skittles in the air; give a prize to the 

winner.  
374. Jumble Sale Gather your junk and ask your friends, neighbors and co-workers to do the same. Put it in your front yard 

and sell. See if a church or school will sponsor one where you sell tables for $10 and you split the difference ($5 per ta-
ble). You pay for advertising and take it out of proceeds before the split?  Requires venue. Have separate stalls for differ-
ent types of item e.g. ladies' clothing, men's clothing, toys, books, bric-a-brac etc. Have fixed prices for each type of item 
or price each individually (latter is only feasible for better quality items). Be prepared to let customers haggle. Advertise 
in advance and charge an entrance fee. You may wish to sell refreshments as well.  

375. Jump Up And Kiss Me. This works best at something like a conference or a dinner. Have a table dedicated to your 
"raffle." Every family/group donates a nice item. Items are numbered on the back and are on full display for the entire 
meal, preferably for a while before the meal. Buy a BUNCH of Hershey' s Kisses. On the bottoms of them, inscribe num-
bers matching the gifts on the table. You need about five times as many kisses as prizes, maybe more for a large crowd. 
During the course of the dinner, one or two people with baskets full of kisses walk around and sell the kisses for a buck 
apiece.  
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376. Karaoke A local bar allowed them to have karaoke night. Local TV and radio personalities were the bartenders. Any tips 

that they made were donated to the Humane Society. The bar allowed 10% of the proceeds to go to the Humane Society. 
All the cover charges ($5.00 per person) went to the Humane Society. 

377. Karaoke Dinner: Well, you know there will be bad singing. Charge a per-plate cost and do up a meal. After dinner, dur-
ing coffee or desert, names are drawn. The person must get up and sing a song of the DJ’s choosing. The DJ announces, 
“What am I bid to have Diane sing the Oscar Meyer Wiener song?” Then people begin to call out what they’ll put into the 
‘pot.’ Bids are only a buck or two, because no single person wins. The money is collected and put into a pot. The only 
way Diane can get out of it is if she matches the funds in the pot. All the money goes to the charity. 

378. Karaoke Night Sell tickets for an evening of awful singing at a pub or private venue; you could get people to donate 
money to stop their friends from singing or invite local companies/pubs to send teams (for an entry fee). Have the an-
nouncer tell the crowd that you’re singing for pledges! 

379. Kidnap The Pastor  One church pre-arranged with the senior pastor (when he was about to go on vacation) to kidnap 
him on a Wednesday night. The youth group walked in at the end of the mid-week service and made their announcement 
with a ransom note and the demands to get the pastor back. The following Sunday, the pastor did not show up to service 
because the ransom was not paid. This afforded the youth pastor to have a youth Sunday where they brought the vision of 
their trip and gave the church exposure as to what the youth was doing on campuses, in their communities, etc. Their goal 
ransom was $500.00;they raised $1,500.00. Although it is presently in bad taste, you could pretend to be terrorists. I say 
just plain pastor nappers. Have a video team on hand and tape the kidnapping. Also have a tape of a masked you (terror-
ists again) with your demands. “If you give us the money, you get him back. If you don’t give us the money, you still get 
him back.” Also tape the pastor with a bag over his head asking for the money?  On Sunday morning, the Pastor was still 
no place in sight. The service went on as planned with the teenagers leading the service. Then, a group of teens dressed in 
black quietly entered the service. The music stopped suddenly and the tape was shown. The leaders presented their own 
part of the video by being the News Telecasters. As the service ended, so did the pastor-nap. The “terrorists” stood at the 
doors with their bags to collect the ransom. 

380. Kindergarten  Little kids love animals, and they love to help. Let them do something. Will they hold a walk-a-thon 
(sponsored laps around the kindergarten)? A benefit concert? Double benefit: you get money and the kids get something 
to do! 

381. Kipper Eating Competition I would NEVER. My cat would. 
382. Kiss A Pig. Nominate people to kiss a pig. Figure five bucks a vote, maybe only one dollar. Whoever gets the most 

votes kisses a pig. Works for camels too. And llamas, too. And goats. 
383. Kits. Have your local high school wood shop or some volunteers cut the pieces to make various projects and sell them. 

Ideas include bird houses, cat trees, dog houses, spice racks, lawn snowmen or santa, etc. You can bag smaller kits in 
brown bags or grocery bags. 

384. Kitten Shower (Or Puppy Shower). Create a special kitten wish list, blankets, sheets, beds, kitten milk, kitten food, 
play pens...etc. Just change the name and calling it a Kitten Shower, and watch the donations come pouring in! Send “an-
nouncements” to pet stores, grocery stores, etc. in the form of flyers that look like invitations. Have a guest registry at the 
front desk! Ask if you can post your invitations near the pet food or litter – people might be more willing to pick up “just 
one more” for your cause. If you want, and have a venue, hold an open house and have raffles, games, etc. like guess the 
number of treats in a fish bowl, Name the Kitten (charge for a chance and draw the winning name out of a bowl), a me-
morial or thank you wall ($1 a name added), etc.  

385. Knitting Or Crochet: Knit or crochet clothes or items for sale or get sponsorship for the number of items (e.g. blanket 
squares for your own or another charity) knitted in a certain time. If possible, use donated oddments of wool. Or, have a 
knit-a-thon. 

386. Knockout Competitions (Celebrity Knockdown) 
387. Know A Teacher? We are doing a neat simple fund-raiser this year. Throughout the year whenever I take pictures I al-

ways go somewhere I can get doubles for free. I used the doubles to make a pre-school memory book. At the spring pro-
gram we sell raffle tickets for this photo book. The parents really want this book that shows everything their child did in 
pre-school this year.  
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388. Lamingtons. An Australian Pathfinder Club claims great success selling lamingtons. They make them on Saturday 

night, then sell them door to door on Sunday. “Lamingtons are very Australian. Lamingtons are cubes of cake, about 5cm 
x 5cm x 5cm which are coated in chocolate syrup, then coated in coconut. They are very nice and freeze well. A produc-
tion line is formed at church with lots of parents and old folks coming along to help, then buying a few dozen to give to 
their grandchildren. We usually make about A$600 each time, and we make about 450 dozen. We have held a few and 
bought a trailer and a marquee to cook in. It has been a big success.” 

389. Landmark Holiday Cards: a photo or line drawing of someplace popular and distinctive in your community. Package 
up in 10-packs.  

390. Las Vegas Night  Casino nights are relatively easy and an inexpensive way to raise funds. The members of your or-
ganization can be the dealers and run the other games of chance you wish to run. Since it is illegal to gamble real money, 
you can charge a cover and give out funny money that may be used to gamble. At the end of the night the funny money 
can be used to bid at a silent auction or to by door prizes. Such prizes can be donated by area vendors or each member of 
your group could contribute a prize to the pot. Funny money may not be redeemed for us currency after it has been pur-
chased as that would be a violation of state gambling laws.  

391. Laser Tag 
392. Lawn Cutting Service  
393. Lawn Games (lawn bowling, croquet, etc) 
394. Lawn Or Roof Decorating Contest. Works for Halloween or Christmas. Either charge participants and offer a prize 

or let them enter for free but charge judges $5 a head. You’ll probably get zillions of judges. 
395. Lawn Or Roof Decorating Contest. Works for Halloween or Christmas. Either charge participants and offer a prize 

or let them enter for free but charge judges $5 a head. You’ll probably get zillions of judges. 
396. Lawn Work Get a troop of teens or adults to do lawn work. Mow, rake and bag; then fertilize. Don’t toss the yard waste 

– it makes great mulch. See if your community has a composting program and bring the yard waste there. Ask for dona-
tions and see if any local companies can donate fertilizer or fine compost (same thing for lawns). You will need probably 
five or six two-man teams for an entire weekend. Should net some bucks. 

397. League Of Women Voters. And other women’s groups. Always underestimated, women have a lot of clout. And they 
can be a powerful force for you. 

398. Letter From Santa campaign. Ask children to post their letters either in specially-marked mail boxes (that you make) 
or to send them to “Santa,c/o XYZ animal shelter.” If they want a reply and small gift, the parents enclose a check made 
out to the shelter for $5 or so (remember postage costs). Draft a form letter for replies. his can be a combination of letters 
from elves or Santa (or feminist expose letter from Mrs. Claus if you want to be silly with the adults); Back to the letters. 
Create a chain letter from Santa. Everyone has it on his/her computer. In No-vember, advertise the program. If the kid 
wants a reply, the parent must enclose maybe two bucks with the child's letter. Have Santa boxes at local pet stores, vet-
erinarians, businesses, perhaps post offices? Each week collect the letters and distribute them among volunteers. The vol-
unteers personalize only the name and maybe a paragraph or two. Our expenses, aside from time, are: holiday-themed pa-
per (or maybe get letterhead made); envelopes, stamps and some ink from the inkjet printer. Unless you wanted to include 
a little prize with each re-ply. Then ask for more money. Prizes could be pins, badges, Oriental Trading Company things, 
a pen, who knows. This could be adult-themed, too. Or pet themed. Or maybe letters from the reindeer?  
 Letter From Santa 
Offer a personalized 'Letter from Santa' written on colorful holiday stationery and matching envelopes. Children just love 
receiving their own mail... especially from someone as magical as Santa!  
Compose one or more standard letters using a standard word processing program.  
Develop an order form for personalization to be provided by purchaser. This could include the child's name, age, gender, 
hometown, address, good deed, accomplishment, grade in school, name and age of siblings, name of pet, etc.  
Purchase colorful holiday stationary. Keep the quantity low until you see how sales are going. Colorful Christmas stamps 
are also a must!  
Take orders in advance. Get payment with the order. Set a cut-off date to make sure the letters will be delivered timely.  
Pick the city you want the letter to be postmarked from and contact the postmaster there to make sure that they will open 
your bundle of letters and re-mail them for you. Some choices of cities could be North Pole, AK; Santa Claus, GA; Rein-
deer, KY; Christmas, FL, etc. You get the idea.  
Set a price. Similar letters are available from a number of sources for $4.00 to $10.00. Since you are doing this as a fund-
raiser, your supporters will probably be generous but keep the price reasonable enough to generate good volume. This is 
not a big money maker but it can be fun.  
Birthday Newsletter 
This is similar to the Santa Letter but requires you to purchase a 'birthday' software program which will produce a Birth-
day 'Newsletter' or 'Chronicle' with the recipients name and containing celebrity birthdays and events occurring on that 
date and world headlines for that year. Usually available for dates between 1900 and 2000. All you do is insert the recipi-
ents name and date of birth, and the software generates the 'Newsletter/Chronicle' for that day.  
Programs are cheap ($20 - $50), simple to install, and require minimal computer knowledge. A color printer is preferred. 

399. Letter From Santadog or cat. Have Santa’s pets write a letter to a pet owner or pet 
400. Level Giving. Related to Where Does the Money Go. The following list came from a private web page, and I wish I 

could remember which one. Don’t copy it; find out the correct prices and fees in your community. See Where Does The 
Money Go.  
$ .25 will buy one dog biscuit.  
$ .40 will buy a can of cat food.  
$ .65 will buy a bigger can of cat food.  
$ .99 will buy one cat toy.  
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$ 2 will buy a pet thermometer.  
$ 2 will buy a litter scoop.  
$ 4 will buy ten pounds of kitty litter.  
$ 6 will buy a kitty litter box.  
$ 8 will buy one can of flea spray.  
$10 will pay for one canine rabies vaccination.  
$12 will buy one vaccination for canine Corona Virus.  
$13 will buy ten pounds of dry cat food.  
$18 will buy twenty pounds of dry cat food.  
$14 will vaccinate a dog for distemper and Parvo.  
$15 will vaccinate a cat for Feline Leukemia.  
$17 will buy one cat and injection for tapeworms.  
$18 will buy a dog a vaccination for Lyme Disease.  
$18 will pay for one vaccination against Feline Infectious Peritonitis.  
$18 will pay for pet shampoo.  
$20 will buy one canine heart worm antigen test.  
$25 will purchase a supply of feline heart worm pills.  
$25 will test one cat for Leukemia and AIDS.  
$30 will treat a dog for round, hook and tapeworms.  
$50 will cover expenses of neutering a male cat.  
$75 will cover expenses of neutering a female cat.  
$116 will cover trash pickup for one month.  
$250 will buy sleeping mats and comforts for cats.  
$450 will buy an industrial size clothes and linen washer.  
$450 will buy a refrigerator for medical supplies.  
$600 will pay for regular postage expenses for one year.  
$800 will buy storage cabinets for cleaning supplies.  
$2,500 will pay insurance on Assisi on the Assisi Facility for one year.  
$2,700 will pay for the septic system for the new shelter building  
$2,800 will pay utility bills for one year on the original shelter building.  
$2,500 will pay telephone/fax/Internet bills for one year.  
$3,500 will pay for the heating system in the new shelter building.  
$4,400.00 will take care of needed concrete work for animal spaces  
$24,500 will pay veterinarian & medical expenses for a year.  
$28,000 will pay for animal food and supplies for one year.  
Etc. 

401. License Plates. See if your DMV will issue a benefit license plate, with proceeds going to spay/neuter clinic. It might 
involve a bill by your state or commonwealth lawmakers. Figure a one-time replacement fee that is double the cost of the 
plate. So if it costs 30 to make the plate, you’d pay 60. The other 30 would go to the shelter earmarked for the spay/neuter 
program.  

402. Limbo Dancing: Organize a competition for participants to see how low they can go; charge an entry fee. Give the day 
a beach-party atmosphere by having a barbecue and (if room) beach-style volleyball (charge teams an entry fee). You 
could sell tickets to friends in advance. 

403. Line Dancing. This is pretty much like weddings and country bars, but it is fun. Charge a buck to be part of the line 
dance. Even less than a buck is more than nothing.  

404. Lip Sync. This goes along with karaoke. People pay to enter (fee goes to you). Gifts are donated. Can be done on youth 
level.  

405. Literature Or Poetry Contest. Give a theme, get donated prizes and local radio publicity, run for a while. Win-ners 
get to read their poem/essay on the air. 

406. Litter Collection 
407. Local Stores – Ask a local store manager what the hot selling item is these days and THEN ask them if they’d be will-

ing to donate a % of the sales from that particular item to you.  
408. Local Theater To Donate Tickets To A Performance – Ask a local theater to donate a couple tickets to one of 

their plays or musicals and auction them off. 
409. Lorry Pulling: Requires loan of truck from a haulage company. May have safety issues so check with local authorities. 

Ask teams to get sponsored per foot that they can pull an empty lorry on a level car park. 
410. Lottery,  
411. Lucky Straws 
412. Lunch Coupons Get a local restaurant or chain like Subway to sell coupons for an amount off the cost of the sandwich. 

If the coupon says $1 off, you get charged only half that, but you charge the face value. You get the other 50 cents as 
profit. 
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413. Magazine Sponsorship -- If you’ve subscribed to a particular magazine for a long time they may be willing to give 

something back to you.  
414. Magnetic Fishing Game. Die cut fish with a tack in the middle. 
415. Mail Boxes, Etc. Go to Deseret Industries and buy the cruddy old mail boxes. Clean them up, paint them up and sell 

them. Maybe get some mail box mounts donated by the hardware store or real estate people? 
416. Make And Sell Christmas Cards  
417. Make And Sell Jewelry  
418. Make-Over Party,  
419. Mall Stalls.  In order for a vendor to sell anything on the mall, they need to contact whoever owns the mall. I’ve had bad 

luck locally, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be done 
420. Marathon Run 
421. Marbles And Flowerpot Challenge: (Suitable sideshow event) Put a clay flowerpot upside down on a tray. You need 

a supply of marbles which will fit through the drainage hole in the flowerpot. Charge an entry fee for each person to try to 
put as many marbles as possible through the drainage hole using only a spoon (not allowed to use the free hand) in one 
minute. The one who puts the most marbles through the hole wins a prize. 

422. Market Stall: If you have a local market and willing volunteers, hire an occasional stall (e.g. quarterly) and sell donated 
items from it. This get more money from good quality donated goods. 

423. Massage A Thon (Oh Yeah) 
424. Matchbox Challenge: Ask children to collect as many different items as possible that will all fit into a matchbox; 

sponsorship can he raised per item collected.  
425. Math Marathon. Not my cup of tea, but it works like a spelling bee. Students answer 100 challenging math questions. 

You don’t have to eliminate; you can wait until the end and choose the winner best of 100, or you can pose more chal-
lenging questions and eliminate contestants. 

426. Mcdonald’s This is a Fundraiser that everyone who has ever gone to McDonald's will love! McDonalds will have a 
School night for your school. In our area our school system uses it a lot. McDonalds will have for example an Oakhurst 
Elementary Night. They donate to that school 25% of all monies that come in from 5 pm to 7 pm. This is generally one of 
McDonald's busiest times so the money can be quite great! Each area may have a different percentage that they donate. It 
seems to be about 20% to 25% as a general rule. All you need to do is go to the McDonald's nearest to the school or Pre-
School and ask about their Fundraising program. Another thing that they do is the Class who has the most attendance gets 
an ice cream party! This helps bring in the students and their families in as well as the general public. Good Luck! 

427. Mechanic – Ask them for a dollar for each vehicle they work on for a week. And don’t forget the donation box at the 
till! 

428. Medieval Meal. Queen Bess’ Faire. If the thought of this is daunting, contact the Society for Creative Anachronism. 
They’re a medieval recreation group that likes to party, and they have the knowledge to do this right. They like making 
money too (they’re a bunch of folks who like to dress up), so you could have a combined effort. 

429.  Medieval Times Mystery  Dinner One group sold tickets to the dinner and told the people to be prepared for any-
thing. They took the four-course menu and put all the items on it in code according to things present during Medieval 
Times (for example Broccoli becomes Sherwood’s Forest). Each person had a certain number of blanks to fill in per 
course and they had to guess which encoded item should be served and when. So, many people ended up with their des-
sert for an appetizer and their main course as dessert. The dining hall was decorated to look like the Medieval Times. 
They all dressed up as servant girls, princes and princesses, court jesters, monks and a cardinal. After dinner, entertain-
ment was provided. 

430. Meet The Press – Advertise your charity on your office LAN, newspaper, newsletter, bulletin, etc. Ask if you can do a 
bulk e-mail to your office personnel. Make sure it’s a one-time deal or you lose credibility. 

431. Mile Challenge. Mile Of Money. Find a stretch of high traffic road at least one mile in length in your area, preferrably 
by a shopping center. Set up stakes and heavy twine for One Mile. Start Friday at lunch through Sunday evening and try 
to collect one mile of dollar bills from passersby. Also sell sections to local businesses. People will come by out of curios-
ity just to see a mile of money. Could possibly raise over $10,000 

432. Million Pennies. This would take years but might work. Have several large transparent containers and a chart with pen-
cils. As people donate, they write how many pennies they donated. Once a month you do the math. If there’s a chance for 
a big penny donation, maybe you should have a change machine nearby. 

433.  Miniatures of some popular and famous thing, event, or building. Sell woodburnings, painted miniatures on, stained 
glass, wooden or ceramic (or bread dough?) 3-D model of a building or Olympic event, whatever. Create one original, 
make fliers with photo (from slide) and a brief description, and take orders. Make only what you need.  

434. Money Grows On Trees. Ask parents to donate a $1 or $2 lottery 'Scratchy' each. Purchase a small tree or potplant 
and attach all of the scratchies to the leaves with pegs etc. You then raffle the tree off like a normal raffle. The winner 
gets the tree and all of the scratchies (which could have tens of thousands of dollars on them - a great incentive for people 
to buy tickets). Good luck. 

435. Month Of Good Will. Get a lot of non-profit groups together and have the month between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dedicated as a month of goodwill. Have set dates for events and chip in to do up a professional brochure, a GOOD one. 
An example follows, but of course the dates are arbitrary. I started it in October so there could be a Christmas Card art 
contest Not every charity has to attend every activity. They’re just all listed in the brochure. Remember to include ad-
dresses of all venues and phone numbers in case of questions. Put the addresses on every event, not just on the back of the 
brochure.  
October 24-November 24 
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Holiday Cards For Good Causes – Groups make and submit holiday cards for a month. Judging is November 24. 
Choose a public library or the mall to display submissions. Don’t have many details of artists available, just category (age 
or whatever). Submit winners’ artwork to a print shop to do up cards. Remember the insides and backs of cards. 
November 24- Saturday December 16 
Cards for Good Causes Sale. Use same public venue to offer cards the first week, then branch out to tables at stores, su-
permarkets, on the internet, schools if allowed, etc. Participating charities should receive a high percentage of the sales. 
Say, 75 cents on the dollar goes into the escrow, which is divided up by the charities at the end of the event. Individual 
charities can sell the cards at their own tables for a one-day blowout. Or, each charity could have its own contest (make 
the individual charities part of the contest categories) and have a public sale of a box of cards in each category? Open 
your tables M-F 10-4, Sat. 9-4 and Sundays if appropriate in your community..  
Saturday, November 21  
Children's Activity Morning, At a children’s museum or a set-up one in your town. Maybe a historical reenactment. Let 
children learn how to sew samples or do some Victorian games. Could be a crèche at a mall, that is specially themed. If 
it’s an event you need to limit the kids and charge in advance  or you will be swamped. If it’s a creche so mom can go 
shopping you need to be able to say no if you are full.You also need to be able to make time limits. Charge for four hours 
and return money not used. That’s safet than charging for one hour and having an inconsiderate mom stay for four.  
Monday November 20-Saturday November 25  
Combined Charities Sale. Make it at a big indoor place. Would the Salt Palace allow it and donate? Remember to allow 
non-charities a table too; it will make the event bigger.  
Saturday December 2 
Christmas Fair, Holy Innocents School, 10 Jones Drive, Anytown, 2pm. Craft stall, tombola, Grand Christmas Raffle 
and Father Christmas. All proceeds will go to the school. Entrance 50p adults, children free. Info: 01242 526858. 
Sunday December 3  
St Nicholas Carol Service, Friendly Baptist Church. In aid of the John Doe Trust. All welcome. 2.30pm.  
Tuesday December 5  
Christmas Concert, All Saints Church. Concert by Kitty Orchestra and Choir. Music included will include Christmas 
Psalms by local composer John Doe; ll be A Ceremony of Carols by Britten, and Chichester Psalms by Bernstein, and the 
Concert will be conducted by Claire Proud. Tickets £6, proceeds to charity Let the Children Live. Info: 01242 517258.  
Tuesday December 5  
Christmas Carol Concert, Evans Elementary School. By the student choir. In aid of Winston's Wish children's bereave-
ment charity. 
Thursday December 7  
Festive Music with the Gloucester Excelsior Band, Eastgate Shopping Center, 6pm to 8pm In aid of the American 
Cancer Society.   
Saturday December 9  
Famous Person’s Birthplace Museum, 10am - 12 noon Victorian Christmas Decorations - let your children make paper-
chains, cards and cut-outs just as the Victorians did while you do the Christmas shopping. Suitable for ages 5-13. Events 
are for children aged 5-13 years. The number of places is limited to 15 and should be booked in advance form the mu-
seum, cost $1.25. Telephone number: 555-5555. E-mail ladida@ladida.com 
Saturday December 9  
Nostalgic Open Air Carol Service, Union Station to Central Station.  
The local branch of some famous choral group are holding this event which takes guests from Union to Central, where 
singing will be led by the Salvation Army Band. The train then returns to Toddington where punch and mince pies are 
served. Guests are invited to wear period costumes and a prize will be awarded for the best dressed. Telephone number. 
Collection in aid of Ducks Unlimited. 
Saturday December 9  
Victorian Street Market City Park, Anytown. Various covered stalls from local groups organized by Rotary Club. To in-
clude pig roast, costumes, and Morris Men and carol singing. 3pm. Phone number.  
Saturday December 9  
Old-Fashioned Christmas Fair, St Nicolas’ Church, A wide variety of stalls and rustic events. 2pm.  
Sunday December 10 
A Very Special Nativity, King’s Square, Gloucester Featuring volunteers and animals from Gloucester’s City Farm. Bring 
your own lantern and join in with the carol singing. 3pm.  
Sunday December 10 
Carol Concert, Gloucester Cathedral. Singers in aid of Local School. Telephone number. 7pm.  
Tuesday December 12  
Christmas Carol Concert, Gloucester Cathedral. With the world-famous diva Janet Jackson (or whoever). Also, Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, Salvation Army Band, Wee Ones Choir for Children Under 6.  In aid of the National Meningitis Foun-
dation . Tickets $5 and $4 from National Meningitis Trust Telephone Number. Other ticket locations.  
Thursday December 14  
Christmas Coffee Morning, Linton House, 1313 Dead End Drive. 9.30am to noon Christmas raffle, greetings cards galore 
and a few ideas for that present list. In aid of the Cobalt Unit Appeal Fund's Crack Cancer Campaign. Telephone Number. 
Friday December 15  
Music for Christmas.  Eastgate Shopping Center, Gloucester, 2.15pm to 3.45pm With pupils from Calvin Cooledge 
School, Gloucester, under the direction of Mr John Doe. All proceeds to aid the breast cancer fighting work of the Cobalt 
Unit Appeal Fund. Telephone Number.  
And so on until Christmas or New Year’s Eve. Include church holiday service times.  

436. Month Of Meals. Cook a month of dinners and raffle off the tickets for $25 apiece. The cook's name and the contents of 
the dish should be on the containers. It won't be a financial strain, and you should advertise the "menu:" 
Ten cooks make extra food for a week and "donate" it. The result is:  
Two meat loaves, two four-serving meals of stuffed, frozen chicken breasts (like Cordon Bleu, or Chicken Parmesan), 
half a gallon of stew, turkey dinners with potatoes and vegetables, eight curried chicken turnovers (two 
per person, serves four), one pot pie, 24 meatballs, eight individual pizzas. 
Advertise the Month of Meals for two weeks with the menu announcement due on Friday. The menu is ad-vertised in all 
the papers, free, base and local; the radio and TV stations, the internet, etc. THEN we collect the $25. CAVEAT: I would 
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like to find out the legal ramifications of offering food. Variation: auction off menus instead. Cooks create menus 
(pasta, garlic bread, green salad and meatballs; chili, cornbread and ice cream; etc) The winner gets the menu on which 
he/she bid, and gets together with the cook to decide what day she will cook the meal. 
I prefer cooking once a month because I HATE cooking and cleaning. Wish I had a microwave. But I make loads of 
meatballs and meatloaf; chicken cacciatore, cordon bleu, and chick burritos; and it makes life easier. 

437. Monument Trek: If you like visiting historic sites, monuments or stately homes, get sponsored for every one you visit 
in a set period of time e.g. 3 months. You'll need evidence such as entrance tickets or photos of yourself at the site. 

438. Movie Night: For a fundraiser the center that I work in is holding a cinema night. We found a small cinema that was 
willing to have us and we are holding a movie evening. To entice parents we are offering a supper that includes cham-
pagne and sandwiches. They are all looking forward to it.  
The Faribault Lions Club was able to obtain the movie Grumpy Old Men from Warner Brothers to show as a premier be-
fore it opened at the movie theaters. They sold 220 tickets at $25 each, and held a party before the movie. Hors d'oeuvres, 
wine and beer were included, along with viewing the movie. The screen writer, Mark Steven Johnson, was there to visit 
with people, and they auctioned off a script that was signed by all of the stars! It was a huge success! The tickets were 
sold before they were printed. Part of the movie was filmed in Faribault, so it had a special appeal to the local public, as 
well as being a Minnesota movie.  

439. Movie Ticket Donation – Ask your local movie house to donate several movie tickets. Sell them and put the money 
toward your pledges. 

440. Mower Mania. Straight from Tim the Toolman Taylor. Have guys in riding mowers mow a field. There are lawn mower 
obstacle courses, too. Now there’s a redneck game! 

441. Murder Mystery Dinner Fundraiser. These can be wonderful fun. Most good games stores have several on hand. Use 
one of the scripts from the board game, “How to Host a Murder Mystery.” Decorate your church or fellowship hall in ac-
cordance with the theme for the murder mystery. Follow the characters and scripts. Perform Scene One and then serve the 
salad. Perform Scene Two and then serve dinner. Dinner is followed by Scene Three, then dessert, then Scene Four. All 
who come are then invited to guess the murderer before you come back on and show who really did it. Charge around 
$15.00 per ticket for the dinner. Make sure your meal is low-cost, maybe even donated. 

442. Mystery Basket Auction. Or mystery bag. Basket is filled with goodies but you don’t know what kind until you win. 

 



 36

N 
 
443. Name The Doll/Teddy: Ask people to guess the name of a teddy bear; the winner gets a prize. Or, have a contest to 

name it and have a $1 fee. 
444. National Cat Week/National Pet Week: Contact your local Branch of Cats Protection (or other animal charity) and 

volunteer to help raising funds during these events. You may be asked to man a stall or help in a street collection.  
445. Nativity Play 
446. Naughty But Nice.  Adult lingerie and toy sale. Normally female-only but LOTS of fun. 
447. Nearly New Sale 
448. Neck Coolers. Sell neck coolers at hot outdoor events. These are EASY to make. You need the poly gel granules flo-

rists use. They absorb water. Sew a snake of cloth, fill with a spoonful of crystals (they grow to about 20 times their 
original size). Sew closed.You want the crystals in the center, so sew the thing in thirds. 

449. Neighborhood Chores – Are you a Mr. Or Ms. Fix-it? A lot of your neighbors would probably rather pay you than 
someone else. Place signs around your neighborhood advertising your services (i.e. watering gardens, cleaning roof gut-
ters, sweeping the driveway, fixing an easy plumbing problem, painting a room, etc.)  

450. Neighborhood. See if you can get a neighborhood to sponsor a neighborhood event: bake sale, yard sale, etc. This 
would necessitate a mass mailing, albeit a small one. They could do this either at their homes or at a public place like a 
shopping center or parking lot. They would donate a percentage of sales to your cause, or could do a neighborhood blan-
ket, leash or pet food drive 

451. Neighbors – Write to all your neighbors on your block (or in your building). Attach a letter stating what you’re doing  
and ask them to make a donation either in goods like food, or time, or money.  

452. Newsletter If your organization does not have a newsletter, start one. A single sheet of legal-sized paper with an update 
on one side and the other side being a self-mailer could go far toward increasing donations. Include killed animals per 
county, reasons for it, ways to stop it, updates on a couple of hard-to-home pets.  Have subscription rates pretty cheap, 
enough to cover costs plus 25 percent. 

453. Newsletter Subscriptions. A monthly newsletter with updates on the animal statistics (adoptions, acquisitions, 
deaths, illnesses). Sell subscriptions for $15 a month (should cover stamps and printing costs). There can be a cheaper 
internet version of it for $7.50 a month (half the cost because you don't spend anything to speak of). 

454. Newspaper Supplement. Will the local newspapers print for free, and insert, a 4-page HG supplement? Include be-
fore/after shots, "coupon" for free food with adoption, our phone number, etc. 

455. Non Talent Competition 
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456. Oddjobs  baby sitting, gardening, cleaning etc.  
457. Office Fancy Dress Day 
458. Office Fundraising Challenge – Speak with everyone in your office and get them to challenge each other to raise the 

highest amount.  Give the “winner” a prize. Maybe some movie passes? Gift certificate to dinner? Pizza? 
459. Office Pool. Superbowl, Oscars, etc. can be done as an office pool. 
460. Old Fashioned Signs. Like seed envelopes, and so forth. Check wallpaper books and borders for ideas. Make them up 

to go with theme and do them on computer? 
461. Old Time Musical Hall,  
462. One Hundred Club. One hundred anything. This could be  
463. On-Site Photographer. Have the best "photographer" amongst your staff, or the person with the best camera to take 

pictures of the children playing with their friends. After you have the pictures developed, paste the copies onto a poster 
board. Hang them in the hall and number each photo. Ask the parents to choose which photos they would like to have 
copies of and let them "order" them. If the picture costs you $1.00 to get copied, charge them $1.50 or more. Parents love 
pictures of their children and it's a great keepsake to remind their child of their Preschool Pals and it also let's the parents 
see who their pals are and what we do at Preschool. 

464. Open Garden,  
465. Opera Night,  
466. Operation Sweetheart. This is geared to the military, but you could modify it. For Valentine’s Day, sell decorated, 

heart-shaped cakes with a personalized message and a balloon to deployed and TDY personnel. Contact the base first ser-
geants. What you are doing is seeing if they will contact their deployed members and see if the member would like to 
send a sweetheart cake to his/her loved one back home (where you are).  You are not contacting them directly, but do 
provide your e-mail and snail-mail addy. Best bet: set up a PayPal account and let them pay over the internet. 

467. Other Parents – If your kids play on soccer leagues or any other sports teams distribute your pledge forms to the other 
parents at the event.  

468. Our School Holds Market Day Each Month. The parents place orders for food products (which are very reasonably 
priced and 100% guaranteed satisfaction). Two weeks later the truck arrives with the products and the parents pick up 
their purchases during a 1 1/2 hour period. Our school has 365 kids and we raised approx. $4000 this year with very litle 
effort, and the parents got what they needed - GROCERIES. We've got the parents hooked on the program now and we 
make 10% profit off of the total sales. 
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469. Paint Balling,  
470. Pancake Breakfast.  We've also had success with a pancake breakfast held on a Sunday from 8-1 so people could stop 

by after church services. This time we were able to get the food products through IHOP at cost. 
At this one we made 1,100.00 of which 50% went to the local food bank. People also brought canned food which the 
children delivered to the food bank in time for thanksgiving.  

471. Pancake Races: Shrove Tuesday is the traditional day for this, but you hold a race at any time of year. You require 
some frying pans, some pancakes and competitors/teams who can be charged an entry fee. Hold the race in several heats, 
noting the team's times and keeping a league table. Teams can pay another fee to have another go and get a better time. 
This could be held as a relay race or even over some obstacles. 

472. Pancake Supper Or Breakfast. Strange as it sounds, pancake suppers are lots of fun. Traditionally done Shrove 
Tuesday, the night before Ash Wednesday. 

473. Pancake Tossing Competition And Race,  
474. Pantomime: Requires venue. Organize a panto for family and friends, charging for tickets and refreshments. Rewrite a 

traditional panto to suit your charity e.g. all the characters are cats or dogs. 
475. Paper Chain. During Spirit week of our school we cut school color strips of construction paper and planned to link them 

together as a chain, like the chains on a Christmas tree, each strip cost a dime(10) ten cents, students bought them and we 
linked a huge chain together. The goal was to link halls of our schools and if they did some very nice teacher would shave 
their head. In three days we raise a heck of a lot of money, Then we held a big program in the school gym and announced 
the amount and in front of the student body, shaved the teache'rs head ( we had a beautician donate services) It was easy 
as each homeroom teacher sold their own and after school we linked them up. It was great to see the chain in school col-
ors and the kids loved it.  

476. Paper Chain. During Spirit week of our school we cut school color strips of construction paper and planned to link 
them together as a chain, like the chains on a Christmas tree, each strip cost a dime(10) ten cents, students bought them 
and we linked a huge chain together. The goal was to link halls of our schools and if they did some very nice teacher 
would shave their head. In three days we raise a heck of a lot of money, Then we held a big program in the school gym 
and announced the amount and in front of the student body, shaved the teache'rs head ( we had a beautician donate ser-
vices) It was easy as each homeroom teacher sold their own and after school we linked them up. It was great to see the 
chain in school colors and the kids loved it.  

477. Parachute Jump: Some parachute jump clubs run charity events for novices to do a day's training and a single para-
chute jump. You will either pay reduced rate for the training/jump or your sponsorship money will be split between their 
chosen charity and your chosen charity. Pluck up your courage and have a go. 

478. Parades. Take part in parades. Most of them move slowly, so you can have some dogs walk the walk. Just have some 
volunteers dressed up as doggies with pooper scoopers and bags! Have some more handing out literature, free dog bis-
cuits, etc.  

479. Parent’s Night Out: We are currently running a great fund-raiser which is bringing in quite a bit of money. We pur-
chased a $50 dollar gift certificate for a romantic dinner at a fine local restaruant and added $20 cash to cover the cost of a 
babysitter. We provided each family with raffle tickets that only they could purchase...enrolled families only. Parents just 
love the idea of the chance to win a free night out ALONE! 

480. Parents Night Out: A local preschool raised money by having a parent's night out. On a designated evening, parents 
brought their child in their PJ's with a pillow to the preschool. The staff provided a entertainment, a snack and a movie 
over the course of 2 to 3 hours. Parents paid $5 and hour and were able to leave and have a night to themselves knowing 
their children were in great hands. All the money parents paid for "babysitting" was used for items the preschool needed. 
Parents love it and so do the kids!!! Easy way to get parents involved and raise money. 

481. Participate With The Big Guys.  McDonald’s and Burger King used to have a program that allows charities to work 
for a few hours and take home 10 percent or so of the proceeds sold during that time period.  

482. Participate With The Big League. Athletes, Newsmen, Teachers, etc. volunteered for four hour shifts at the local 
McDonalds for a Charity. McDonalds was happy to cooperate. 15% of all sales went to the charity. The "workers" had to 
wear everything down to the McDonalds hats, etc. It was a hit for all. 

483. Party Favors: One of the Print Shop packages has the ability to do lobster bibs, french bread bags, wine labels, menu, 
nametag holders, silverware holders. Maybe we could do something with this idea? 

484. Pavement Art. This is a big-city thing, and I miss it. Remember in Mary Poppins, when they went and looked at side-
walk chalk paintings? Those are great when done right. And people toss coins in the paintings! Sometimes,anyways.I just 
always looked because I was a kid and didn’t know they wanted money! 

485. Paypal. Now they can set up a charity account. My suggestion is to draw up plans for dog houses, cat condos, etc. and 
post them on your site, On every page have several PayPal buttons and a notice that these are Charityware. People are 
welcome to download or copy, but they should make a $2 donation. You can also do something like this on eBay. Post a 
photo of a completed project and sell the plans cheaply, noting that it is donation. 

486.  Pennies From Heaven for Pennies from Heaven Campaign. We will collect 1 million pennies. How long will it take? 
Help us shorten the campaign drive and donate your pennies and loose change. THIS WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL!!!!!!! 
People love to get rid of their pennies. Hah. Not me. 

487. Pennies To Dollars This is a very easy scratch-off card. Under the spots are amounts to donate. Nobody donates more 
than 3 bucks. http://www.fundraising-ideas.com/fundraisers/scratch_cards/index.html .  

488. Penny Competition About six months before you plan to announce a winner (or before a big event), divide your group 
into two teams. Give each team a large, identical container and tell them that the group with the most pennies one week 
before the event will be the winner. You need that week to count the pennies! If you can get a bank to volunteer a count-
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ing machine you can make it the day of the event, or the day before. The teams can get pennies from anyone. They can 
beg at public venues, ask church, school, friends, family, etc. You can do this with any coin, or 1-dollar bills.  

489.  Penny Contest About four to six months before your event, divide your group into two teams. Give each team a large 
container and tell them that the group with the most pennies in their container one or two weeks before the event will be 
declared the winner. The teams can get pennies from anyone (church, school, parents, friends, etc.) You could also do this 
with nickles, dimes or quarters. This group raised over $700 with pennies. 

490. Penny For The Guy  An English tradition. Kids would take a stuffed effigy of Guy Fawkes (tried to blow up Parlia-
ment and the King) and go door to door asking folks to give a penny for the Guy. They’d collect the money, buy fire-
works with it, and burn the effigy. You can do something similar. Have a mascot and go door to door with the mascot. 
How about a huge, hollow paper-mache puppy with a slot in the mouth? People can feed the puppy. 

491. Penny Jar/Shaved Head. Get teachers from the school to agree to this idea. Have students bring in all of their pennies. 
Teachers cannot start class until all pennies have been counted and packaged. This idea raised a lot of money for my little 
brother's school. Also, have the school comply to a lock-in. Students pay an amount to spend the night at school doing 
almost anything they want. It is a fun way to earn money for the school and a great way for friends to spend time together.  

492. Penny Jar/Shaved Head. Get teachers from the school to agree to this idea. Have students bring in all of their pennies. 
Teachers cannot start class until all pennies have been counted and packaged. This idea raised a lot of money for my little 
brother's school. Also, have the school comply to a lock-in. Students pay an amount to spend the night at school doing 
almost anything they want. It is a fun way to earn money for the school and a great way for friends to spend time together.  

493. Personalized Pet Birthday Cards. This would go over really well with a certain type of person! This could be sold 
on a 5-year plan where we mail them to the pet; or we could create personalized cards "signed" by the pet. 

494. Personalized PET Books. Personalized children’s books have been on the market some time now. Most folks know 
children to buy a book for. But pet books? Such a thing does not yet exist. I did ask the primary company about doing 
this. The short answer was that even if I came up with a decent story that could be modified for each pet, I’d still have to 
do the artwork for each page. Plus, I’d have to be able to guarantee a considerable number of sales before they could jus-
tify getting the color pages professionally printed in quantity. I figure on this variation, if I ever get back to the issue:  
Write the stories. Use mail-merge feature and DTP. Get folks who can draw. Maybe an art contest. Get the art pages pro-
fessionally printed then run the pages through mail-merge. Then I have to bind them. Somehow. 

495. Pet Birthday Party – I know this may sound a little dorky, BUT, people love their pets. And they love other 
pets…even yours. Get the word out that if they were thinking about buying “Sparky” if new toy maybe they should think 
about writing a check out to their local shelter. Or, actually make a party for the birthday pooch or kitty. Toys, new col-
lars, cake (out of pet food), treats, ice cream (unsweetened homemade), the whole works. Don’t let the dog eat the can-
dles. . Shouldn't pets have birthday parties too!!!! Advertise that you will have birthday parties for pets at a certain price 
($25.00 a party). Of course, you have donated goodies made by members. Little party favors for other animals attending. 
The price of the party includes 5 pictures that you have taken and will get developed. Word will spread like wildfire if this 
is successful. 

496. Pet Cemetery. No kidding. Find out your local regs and see if you can turn a vacant lot in an undesirable location into a 
pet cemetery. If you have a big lot of land, you could donate a portion to become said burial plot.  

497. Pet Competition: Requires a venue. People pay to enter their pets into one of a number of classes; each class has a win-
ner which then goes on to a grand final. Because of health issues, you may only be able to have dog classes, but other pets 
can be entered using photos or videos. Have novelty classes such as waggiest tail, dog which looks most like its owner, 
dog and owner in costume etc. For photographs, you could have funniest face, fluffiest tail etc. 

498. Pet Food Drive Get some cylindrical cardboard ice cream containers and decorate to look like pet food cans.  
499. Pet Food/Treat Cookbook. Lots of folks make their own pet food or pet treats. Get some recipes and sell the booklets 

(figure 10 photocopied pages for a $2-$3 donation). 
500. Pet Health Day. Have some local veterinarians and vet assistants donate their time and have a seminar. Classes like: 

Eye injuries, Older Pet Needs, Emergency Care, Create a Pet First Aid Kit, etc. Nutrition, Homemade pet food and treats, 
Feeding raw, etc. 

501. Pet Memorial Wall. Remember the paving stones? Have a pet memorial wall outside or inside the new build-ing. Peo-
ple buy memorials for dead pets. 

502. Pet Sit – Are your neighbors going away and they don’t want to leave “Spot” at the boarding facility? Again, offer up 
your services and charge them what they would have had to pay at the facility!  Pets need feeding, watering and love 
while on vacation. Run a pet sitting business. Agree to walk the dog, clean the litter and water the plants!! Or have an 
emergency pet sitting service for funerals, etc.  

503. Pet Sponsor. Kind of like Christian Children's Fund. For those who don't want or can't have a pet, let them sponsor one 
of ours. Again using a digital camera, we ask for a single $15 sponsor fee. For that, we give them 
a digital photo and a paw print of the pet they are adopting, a history of the pet (good or bad), medical updates, and when 
the pet finally gets adopted, a congratulatory post card. If the adopting family approves, we can 
in-clude their information on the postcard or we can request a photo with the new family and send it (or a copy) to the 
sponsor. 

504.  Petwhere. I found interesting software at http://www.aspca.org/site/PageServer?pagename=petwhere . It is shelter man-
aging software, and claims to do lots of neat stuff, from dealing with reports and field operations to lost and found issues. 
I haven’t tried it, and it won’t help you fundraise, but certainly it has a place in any shelter scheme. If it helps you manage 
your funds more efficiently, then that is the same as fund raising. After all, a penny saved is a penny earned. According to 
the page, it does not do the following: Donor tracking and management, Inventory tracking (drugs, supplies, merchan-
dise), Volunteer / staff management and scheduling, Medical procedure scheduling. There are some other limitations. It is 
FREE. 

505. Phone Cards. Sell pre-paid phone cards. Try to get some large-quantity (10 hours, 5 hours) ones. You make money 
twice: once by the sale of the card, and once (more than once) when the cards get used, if the program is done correctly. 
You can also sell long-distance service. That’s a better residual bet. Try  1-fundraising.org for more info. 

506. Photo Contest. People send in their favorite photos of pets. Probably goofy ones are the best, but categories are up to 
you. Charge an entry fee and use the pics on calenders, newsletters, or give them a prize (dinner for two at Applebees?). 
Or have several merchants donate several prizes in several categories (I’ve used that word SEVERAL times, haven’t I?). 
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507. Photo Op. Contact all those photo places in the malls. If they can’t donate one 8x10, see if you can pre-pay and if the 

cost would be offset by selling tickets.  
508. Photographs With Live Animals. Kids of all ages love to have their photos taken with animals (usually the more ex-

otic the better, but who can resist puppies and kittens), and parents have a hard time resisting because they are so very 
cute. If you have any animals that are very friendly with people and can take a half day or so of flash bulbs, get a local 
photographer to donate professional photo services, and set up at a mall or other event. Be sure to keep a true animal lover 
around to handle anything that gets unruly. The usual agreement would be that the photographer has his/her film costs re-
imbursed, and of course his/her name is on the photos as free advertising, and he/she would be the source of reprints. The 
photographer will usually have printed forms for completion. You should arrange for your helpers to handle the registra-
tion and collection to keep costs down. Payments should be collected in advance. Sample photos with the available ani-
mals at their cutest could help spur sales.  
Alternatively you could use a Polaroid or digital camera set up on a tripod with lighting and distance worked out ahead of 
time. If using a digital camera, have a separate pickup booth set up with a computer and printer to produce the prints. (A 
digital camera that prints to floppy discs would be ideal, and such a setup would allow you to sell duplicates/multiples of 
the really good shots.) Don't forget to arrange for folders or other packaging for your photos. If using a digital camera, 
you could even include a contact number for reprints within a certain time limit. In that case, make sure to store the origi-
nal discs safely for the allotted time limit. Be sure to have plenty of film or discs available. You can return unopened film 
packs after the event.  
Possible sources of animal subjects could be your local humane society or shelter as well as members of your group. (It 
could result in some adoptions for the society/shelter.) You may want to arrange for several animals (parrots or toucans 
make a great choice if docile) to attract more attention and assure the animals don't get too flustered, particularly if you 
extend your hours. This could be a great compliment to an outdoor fair. Hay bales make a great backdrop and temporary 
corral as well help with any 'accidents'. Be sure to plan for food, water and shade for the animals, as well as shovels to 
clean up after them. A garbage can with a tight cover can help keep the odor down 
Other OptionsLet people bring their own pets for pictures. For this to work, you need good advance publicity. Alterna-
tively, set up a booth at any kind of animal show (i.e. dog, cat, horse, county fair, etc.) where people will be bring their 
prize animals. If your church does a "Blessing of the Animals," set up a booth to take pictures of those bringing their pets 
to be blessed.  

509. Photos With Santa, Easter Bunny, Etc. This could be lots of fun. Pet photos with characters. Kitty in an Easter 
Basket, puppy in a stocking. Have two cameras, polaroid and a 35-mil. Use slide film for best, but good indirect lighting 
will work wonders for any photo. Charge more for the 35mm and be sure they know they won’t get it for a week  or two. 

510. Pick Up Items. If you are asking for donations for yard sales,or donations of blankets, food, kennels, etc. OFFER TO 
PICK THEM UP. People will be more likely to invite you by. You can request items be left on the front stoop, or you can 
knock on the door. Give a courtesy call the night before the pickup and a little while before. 

511. Pick Your Own: Get sponsored per pound of fruit or vegetables that you collect from a farm pick-your-own. The farm 
may reduce its prices and you could sell the fruit and veg at an event soon after, or make jams and preserves. Alterna-
tively, the farm may need fruit pickers and pay you a small wage for a day's labour. 

512. Pick-A-Straw: Sideshow event. Works in similar way to tombola (see entry for tombola). You need a boards with 50 (or 
more) holes drilled through it and a supply of narrow drinking straws. Use a set of two-part cloakroom tickets. One part 
(rolled up) is put into each straw with enough poking through one end so that it can be extracted. The straws are stuck 
through the board in random order with the ticket ends out of view of the participant. The corresponding part (the reclaim 
part) of every ticket which ends in 0 or 5 is stuck to a small prize on the stall. Sell tickets for a fixed price each. Note: Un-
der most gaming laws it is illegal to give discounts for tickets bought in bulk e.g. 5 for the price of 4 since this alters the 
odds. 

513. Picnics – National Holiday Picnics are a great place to raise some pledges!  
514. Picture Soap? Or glycerin soap with toy in the middle? Or a picture? 
515. Pie In The Face. This could be either delivered like flowers (hah) or something you do at an event. Someone buys the 

pie and pays to have it smushed in someone else’s face. Be careful of liability like dry cleaning bills with this. It’s fun if 
you can get away with it. Maybe sporting events?  

516. Pips Donation. See if your local supermarkets will donate some fruit. Not seedless! Ask for donations based on the 
number of seeds in the fruit. Figure if it’s 10 cents a seed, most folks won’t be donating that much. If you sell a lot, it will 
add up. 

517. Pizza Kit Fund-Raising. This was a very successful fundraiser for us! We were able to generate roughly $3,600 selling 
Joe Corbi's Pizza Kit's. In fact we have been getting dozens of phone calls asking us when we are going to sell the pizza 
kits again. We made $6.00 profit per pizza kit sold which was great. They provided me with all the necessary forms we 
needed and even delivered at the time we requested. Distribution went very smoothly as the driver was very helpful. This 
is one fund-raiser we will be doing many times in the future. 

518. Pizza Night: I have 2 ideas that have been very successful for our pre-school.The first one is a Pizza Party. Last year, we 
made $700. We got a deal on pizzas from a chain restaurant. In the past, we made our own. The other idea is a Kidsfair. 
We had a lot of booths such as a duck pond, tattoo parlor, spin art, fishing hole, basketball and bowling, just to name a 
few. We had a few acts(reptile show, magician...) and we put together lunch bags to sell at a small fee. The children could 
buy individual tickets, or for $5 they could play all they wanted. It was a blast! 

519. Plant Sales: they bring them in and you get a cut 
520. Plants: If you enjoy growing plants, raise plants (indoor or outdoor) or trees from seeds or cutting and sell these at fairs. 

If you grow fruit and veg, grow additional fruit and veg to sell at fairs. Prepared bulbs such as early flowering hyacinths 
and daffodils are often popular. Plant sale. This goes over better if you don’t kill plastic geraniums. Pot extra shrubs, 
herbs (like catnip or valerian!) and sell. Do it when planting season starts in your area, usually late Spring. Go to the 
health food store and buy some wheat. In the winter, plant it in a big shallow planter. Keep out of reach of cats. When it is 
about 3 inches high, sell it. It’s like a little bit of summer. And, the cats can eat it safely (depending on the soil). 

521. Plaster Casting. Taking an impression of a child's hand is one thing, but taking a complete 3D cast is another. At 
www.captainfunsrecreations.com they have some really cool 3D plaster casting kits. If you contact them, they are more 
than willing to work with you on a fundraising project that is definitely worth your time!  
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522. Plastic Duck Race: Will require permission of local authorities and river authority. You will need a net to catch the 

plastic ducks after the finishing line (to prevent pollution). Requires budget to buy plastic ducks, but they can be reused 
annually. Paint numbers on the side of each duck (waterproof pen). Entrants buy numbered ducks which are then dropped 
into a nearby river or brook; the first to cross the finishing line wins a prize for its owner  

523. Play Dough. Not the brand name one, but homemade. There are lots of recipes out there. Make some and sell it, with a 
big disclaimer saying to use it within a certain time. 

524. Play Dough. Our pre-primary school have been making its own play-dough for the kids to play with. We are now sell-
ing it as a fundraiser through our tuck shop, fete's and any other possible opportunity. It is pre-packed in 25 gram contain-
ers. We make different colors and sell them individually, in packs of 3 colors and packs of 7 colors. This has proven so 
popular that other schools place orders with us us (special price per 1 Kg), churches are buying from us and re-sell it for 
their fund-raiser. We then give them a percentage of the profits. This is a wonderful way to involve parents. They pack 
the play-dough and help make it as well. This is a sure winner!! 

525. Play Dough. We have been making batches of cooked playdough dividing it into three and selling it to parents and 
friends for two dollars in sealable sandwich bags. Has done very well and later in the year we plan to take it to the local 
street fair.  Sell at tables at events? 

526. Poem For A Passing Pet. If you are at all adept with words, write a series of poems. Place ads in papers and free pa-
pers that for a donation to your shelter, you will send a poem about pet loss and love to someone who has lost a beloved 
companion, along with a letter advising them of the donation. Leave a place at the bottom of the poem for a photo of the 
deceased pet. There are also some wonderful poems at http://www.petloss.com/poems/poems.htm that you can use. Many 
of them are copyright, so you may just want to forward the link in addition to anything you write. The fiction and poetry 
will make you cry.  

527. Poetry Reading,  
528. Poinsettia Sale. This is the fifth year we will be selling poinsettia plants at San Antonio's largest and most frequented 

mall. The sale extends from the day after Thanksgiving until few days before Christmas. Hospice San Antonio volunteers, 
board members, community volunteers and corporate volunteer groups staff the poinsettia sale booth during mall hours in 
three or four-hour shifts. The poinsettia plants are displayed on a wooden shaped poinsettia tree at a prominent location in 
the mall. The volunteers are provided with instructions before the sale and an instruction notebook is available at the 
booth. Hospice program information is also available to visitors at the mall. The Hospice poinsettia plants sell for $10.00 
each. Orders of ten or more plants are delivered free of charge to one location. Last year Hospice San Antonio sold ap-
proximately 2,000 plants and netted over $12,000.00 Not only is this a very profitable means of raising money, it is a 
wonderful way of bringing people together, working for a good cause, and promoting the Hospice image and purpose to 
the community. 

529. Poker Runs - either for walkers, joggers, bikers, or road rallies: participants pay entry fee, are given a map or clues for 
the route, as they check in at each periodic check point, they are given a playing card. Best poker hand at the end of the 
race wins. Costs: party at the end , prizes (if not donated), t-shirts, several decks of cards, refreshments, and advertising.  
Non-participants can pay a fee for short-cut directions, tickets to the party and get their cards dealt at the door. You can 
have more than one category of winning hands. 

530. Polo Match. Unless you’re Prince Charles. Could be water polo, I guess.  
531. Pony Rides: As part of an outdoor fete. Requires awareness of animal issues/safety, may be subject to local by-laws or 

require a vet to be present (ask if a vet can donate a day for a good cause and give him/her free food and drink). Ask a lo-
cal stables to run pony rides at an open air fundraising event. Note: only children below a certain size may ride. Alterna-
tively, a horse and cart could give rides around the field. 

532. Portrait/Caricature Painting: If you know an artist, get them to agree to draw or paint members of the public at a 
fundraising fair. 

533. Poster.  Ask a local artist to donate his talents. Take a quote, and have the artist make a poster that matches the quote. 
Or, tell the artist what you want (a dog, a cat and a ferret, plus the mountains as seen from the south or a skyline, what-
ever). You could also give him a quote and let him go from there. Or, have a poster contest. Have the poster printed and 
sold. Ask printers to donate plate and printing. Quotes: "The Development of Society can me measured by the way it 
treats its animals" Ghandi. My personal favorite is: “Never try to outstubborn a cat."  -- Lazarus Long, "Time Enough 
for Love" , "If you yell at a cat, you're the one who is making a fool of yourself." -- Unknown  "If not to steal food, would 
a cat go up on the counter? Why did George Mallory try to go up on Mount Everest, which was quite a lot more trouble? 
Because it is there. Because of the view from the kitchen window. To lick the drips from the tap in the sink. To try to pry 
open the cupboards and see what's inside them, maybe to squeeze among the glassware. Or, on a rainy day, to look for 
small objects to knock onto the floor and see if they roll." -- Barbara Holland "When you feel dog tired at night, it may be 
because you've growled all day long." -- Unknown "No matter how little money and how few possesions you own, having 
a dog makes you rich." -- Louis Sabin "There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face." -- Ben Wil-
liams "He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, 
faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion." -- Unknown "When the 
Man waked up he said, 'What is Wild Dog doing here?' And the Woman said, 'His name is not Wild Dog any more, but 
the First Friend, because he will be our friend for always and always and always.'" -- Rudyard Kipling 

534. Posters. If you’re using posters to advertise an event, or to call attention to yourselves while at an event, it needs to be 
eye-catching. Don’t think about what you want on the poster; think about what catches your eye. Make a list of what you 
like and don’t like about other posters, be they movies, public transportation, store ads, etc. Figure out what appeals and 
work from there. It’s better to have too little than too much, sometimes. 

535. Pram Race, 
536. Private Showing Or Shopping. Ask the local mall, or a local store that has a famous sale, if you can have 2 hours 

private shopping before the mall or store opens up. Sell the tickets (or use bracelets that you can get at Carnival supply 
houses). This could gain you big bucks if you can get the day after Thanksgiving or the day after Christmas. The shoppers 
would have to deal with people getting ready for the onslaught, but such is the price of being first. 

537. Prize-Filled Helium Balloons. Sell balloons at a set price. The balloons are filled with receipts for prizes or cash.  
538. Prizes: Involve local shops and businesses by asking them to donate prizes for an event or competition; remember to ac-

knowledge their generosity on a roll of honour at the event venue. The prizes don't have to be big or expensive e.g. food 
and wine from different shops could be used to make a hamper. 
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539. Progressive Dinner. Sell a limited number of tickets (maybe 25) to a multi-course dinner. It's at different houses! 

The cocktails (including non-alcoholic) are at the first house, appetizers are at the second house, 
the soup at the third, salad at the fourth, another set of drinks at the fifth, entree at the sixth, vegetables at the seventh, 
cheese and fruit at the eighth, dessert at the ninth. Several people with vans do all the driving for the guests. It shouldn't 
be as much work as it sounds. Drinks for 25 is easy. The entrée sounds more difficult, but really, if it's a roast beef you 
just stick two in the oven. You aren't trying to stuff the people; by the end of the night they are full. Family and friends 
can get involved by playing Maitre'D, waitress, vehicle control, head chef, "wine" steward, bus boy, etc. Everybody 
dresses up, everybody puts on an act and has fun. Worst part will be cleanup and resetting between visits (figure if each 
house can serve six at a time you must space out the vis-its). I went on one of these years ago for some group. It was fun. 
Or maybe it wasn't. I don't remember. It wasn't as complicated as what I just said, maybe 4 houses. 

540. Progressive Dinner. Six people have dinner in their homes the same night. Sell tickets to a group of ten people. Bus 
them around. The first house is drinks. The second is hors d’ouvres. The third is salad, the fourth is entree, the fifth is de-
sert and the sixth coffee. Or something like that.  Have the hosts dress up in tux and dinner dresses to serve. You can take 
roles if you want to make it a farce, like cranky head chef, etc.  

541. Pub Crawl. People pay a set fee, you start out at one bar or pub and walk to the next. Only works in places with lots of 
pubs. End of the night is a taxi ride home. 

542. Pub Games Shove Ha’penny. A famous English pub game in which players attempt to shove old English ha'penny 
coins up a board so that they fall between the horizontal lines. At first glance, it appears simple but you can bet your bot-
tom farthing that the pub locals will beat you every time.  Make a board  32mm thick and measure approximately 560mm 
x 330mm (22 x 13 x 1.25 inches). A Tournament board incorporates hinged brass lifts which are pulled upwards to de-
termine if a coin is within a bed or not - if the ha'penny moves, it doesn't score. In the game, players take turns to push 
coins up a board with horizontal lines across it. Shoving is most commonly done with the heel of the hand although other 
techniques include the palm, the side of the thumb or the tips of the fingers are all used. The areas between each pair of 
horizontal lines are called a "beds" and the objective is to push the coins so that they land squarely in the beds without 
touching the horizontal lines. To win, a player needs to get a coin in each bed 3 times which is no easy task for the beds 
furthest away from the front of the board. If a player manages to score three coins in one bed in a single turn, he is said to 
have scored a "sergeant" and if all five coins should score in a single turn, it is a "sergeant major" or a "gold watch". A 
variety of substances can be used to make the board sufficiently slippery - French chalk, black lead, beer, paraffin and 
petrol are all used. Each coin has one side smoothed down flat.   

543. Pub Games! Quoits. Like horseshoes. Very traditional pub game. The ancient game of Quoits has been played for cen-
turies in Scotland, Wales and England, and its ancestor was played in the first Olympic Games. Played with heavy steel 
rings that look like they should be bolted onto an automobile. Substitute horseshoes.  Throw 11 or 18 yards into a tradi-
tional clay pits, at a stake buried in the ground.  

544. Pub Games! Toad In The Hole. A simple, entertaining pub game, nowadays rarely seen. Each player throws four 
toads, scoring one point for each toad that comes to rest flat on the table, three points for a toad in the hole!  You can 
make a table top model measuring around 24" x 16". Its interior features a flat sliding draw for the retrieval of toads. The 
toads should be made of heavy rubber, but you can fake it with hockey pucks. 

545. Pumpkin Decorating: Here's a fun idea that I am going to try during the Fall/Harvest/Halloween season. Buy a bunch 
of pumpkins and have the children decorate them with paint, yarn, hats, glasses, etc..... Be creative. When all the pump-
kins are done, either have an auction or just put them up for sale.  

546. Pumpkin Festival. We had a pumpkin festival in November. A Board Member donated pumpkins for the children to 
paint. One of our "talented" community leaders donated his time and templates for the children to follow. The Board 
Member and friends of the Board baked all "pumpkin" baked goods. We had a pumpkin pie bake-off that was judged by 
our local celebrity cooking school teacher. We served pumpkin pie along with hot beverages. We also ran a 50/50 and had 
a gourmet fruit basket on display that we sold chances on. We had hay bales for seats for the kids. we had corn stalks to 
tie around the tent poles--it was a wonderfully festive day that made us $1,000. and with 100% of all supplies and ex-
penses underwritten- the entire amount went into the treasury. Since this hasn't been done before, it was a novelty event. 

547. Pumpkin Sale/Carving for Halloween: provide customized or personalized Jack O Lanterns or the “plain” pumpkin 
for the do-it your self folks. 

548. Puppet Show.  
549. Puppy Artwork. This is pretty funny. Get a puppy. Ink his paws and let him dance on a piece of paper. Obviously, use 

safe paints, but these can sell for big bucks. Remember the gorilla paintings? Another option is dipping puppy’s tail in 
paint and letting him wag it over a canvas. Hillarious, messy and wonderful. Do it in a public venue? 

550. Puppy Day. Have the children at a local pre-school or elementary school dress up as kittens or puppies on a given day. I 
don't know where to go with this, but it's an idea in the making. 

551. Puppy Shower. See Kitten Shower. 
552. Push-Ups: If you are reasonably fit and don't have any back problems, get sponsored to do as many push ups as you can 

manage in a set period of time. If you're not fit, get sponsored to get fit and set a target number to be achieved after a set 
period of months. This tends to work better with approved Army or Marine charities ☺ 
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553. Quilt: Each classroom made something to auction off. One year, my class and I made a quilt. Each child created a block 

for the quilt by coloring with fabric crayons. I then enlisted a parent to do the sewing and quilting. The quilt sold for 
$200.00.  

554. Quilts. I imagine applique quilts of Utah (mountains, the Temple, Arches, ski, etc) or pet-related theme would go over 
well. Perhaps pot holders would be less intimidating and easier to do and sell! 

555. Quiz Night Balderdash: A board with ten spaces from start to finish. Rather than your typical quiz questions, the MC 
will read off a word and each member of the team will make up a definition for that word on a slip of paper and pass it to 
the MC. The MC, who also has a slip with the correct definition, will read off all definitions. Each round, one person 
from each team must decide which answer is correct to a word. The turns rotate. One person writes down the chosen defi-
nition on the team answer sheet. At the end of each round, teams move ahead one point per correct answer. 

556. Quiz Night Bingo: Your answer sheet is done up like a Bingo sheet, five squares across and five down. A number is 
printed in each square, just like regular bingo. But the numbers are 1-25 only, and in random order on the sheets. There is 
lots of space to write an answer. The leader reads out a total of 25 questions. You write in the answer on your sheet in the 
corresponding square. At the end, you hand in the carbon copy and you keep the original, or the other way around. The 
answers are read out in random order. As soon as you get five in a row, or the four corners and center if you play that 
game, yell BINGO and win your prize. Can be done as teams.  

557. Quiz Night Family Feud Someone polls the audience while the teams are getting ready. If you are unlikely to get a 
hundred (or ten) audience members, do the survey the day before in a parking lot. Ask simple questions, like on the TV 
show. Have ten questions, four “top answers” to a question. Answer sheet should reflect that. Collect the sheets, read out 
the answer. One point per correct answer, plus a bonus point for the top answer and another bonus point if their top four 
matches the survey top four.  

558. Quiz Night Horse Race: After each round the team with the highest score gets to roll a die and move a token teams 
move one point based on each correct question.  

559. Quiz Night Snakes And Ladders:  Use a regular Snakes and Ladders game board or make one up. Your answer sheet 
is separate. The MC reads out the questions and teams write their answers. Teams hand in their carbon copy and put a 
penny on the start square The MC reads out the answers. If you get it right, you move forward according to a roll of the 
die. A different roll for each team. Whoever gets to the end first wins. If you get a snake you have to answer another ques-
tion to move ahead. But not a hard question, it’s more a gimick. It also means another turn, because you get that extra roll 
and the roll that comes with the next question. 

560. Quiz Night. Kind of team Trivial Pursuit. In general, Quiz Nights are broken down into three rounds. Each round has 
twenty questions. Those twenty questions are broken down into 4 'mini-categories', each consisting of 5 questions. After 
each round, there is a break. During that time, your Quizmaster scores –your answer sheet and returns it to you. The 
scores are not necessarily printed on your sheets. At the end,  the correct answers are read aloud so observers can see how 
smart they are too. The team with the highest score after 3 rounds is the winner. You need to do up special forms, and 
have carbon sheets or have carbonless copies of the forms made. However … there are loads of variations on it, and if 
you’ve ever eaten at Damons you’ve played a version of it with that computer gizmo. Short version, your team gets asked 
questions and you debate and write down the answer. At the end, you hand a copy of your answers to the MC. Team with 
the most correct guesses wins. Now for some variations:  

561. Quiz Show. Maybe get a booth at home shows? Game show at the mall? If wecan buy or lease tradeshow type quiz-
ware. We can either get folks to sponsor(a dime per right question) or ask folks to play to win.  
http://www.quizmaster.com/qmproduction.htm and http://www.trainerswarehouse.com/ are examples. 

562. Quiz/Trivia Night: Charge an entry fee for individuals or teams to take part; questions could be on a set theme, like cats, 
pop music, or general knowledge. For children, hold a junior trivia challenge about popular TV, music etc. The winning 
teams gets a prize. 
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563. Race Night. See if a local race track (horse, dog, car, whatever) will allow you a charity event with a small percentage 

of winnings? 
564. Radio Advertising. A local radio station reserves one day each year for the Pioneer Lions to read commercial adver-

tisements "live" on the air which club members have previously sold to area merchants. The club receives 60 percent of 
the revenues from commercials sold. The activity continues from six in the morning until six at night. Two or more Lions 
man each shift along with the radio station disk jockeys. Lions read the commercials live, and tell the radio audience 
about who the Lions are and what we do in the community. The project is both financially rewarding and good for Lions 
Community Projects. The radio station’s participation includes commercials over the air for your event, recording the 10 
second spots and a prize for the winner of the raffle. You earn all the money from the raffle tickets as well as the cost of 
the tickets for the banquet or concert. 

565. Radio Call In. See if local popular radio stations will allow you to be a guest DJ or something. Plug your shelter and 
have lots of answers ready. Try different venues: hip hop, PBS, classic rock, talk radio, etc. Don’t eschew a radio station 
because you hate the music type. Even people who listen to what you think of as “crap music” are still human beings who 
have pets and hearts! If you have a strong minority presence in your community, please make special efforts to get to 
those stations. You may not make any money, but you might get volunteers. If you can get the word out to spay and neu-
ter, especially if you have discount programs, that would really help the pet population explosion in areas you may have 
overlooked. Don’t ignore people because of barriers, be they language, culture, or whatever. 

566. Radio Station – Call your favorite radio station and ask them to make an announcement on the air. They may even in-
terview you.  Pledges can be sent directly to the pledge office. Or see if they will do a radio-a-thon, a call-in show. 

567. Raffle 50/50: This raffle is called 50/50 because the proceeds are split; half (50%) to the fund raising project and half 
(50%) to the raffle winner. It is probably the easiest of all raffles to run, since it involves minimal initial outlay and ad-
vance preparation. It is particularly effective for an organization that holds regular meetings, but can be run in conjunction 
with any event that requires a crowd of people to remain in one area for a set length of time. Your only expense is the raf-
fle tickets (a double ticket roll, a single ticket roll that you tear in half or a board with the numbers for sale). Winners are 
always happy with a cash prize. There is no need to worry over selection or solicitation of prizes, making it easy to recruit 
volunteers to run the raffle. All you need is one or more ticket sellers. Raffle tickets normally sell for $1 a piece, with an 
incentive for multiple purchases such as 3 tickets for $2, or 5 tickets for $4, etc. Using a price incentive for multiple tick-
ets can often increase your total sales and builds a larger 'pot' to split with the lucky winner. Remember the aim is to sell 
as many tickets as possible to maximize both the prize and your fund raising proceeds.  All ticket stubs (or duplicate tick-
ets or numbers, depending on your style of raffle tickets) are placed in a hat or other container from which one lucky 
number is drawn. The 'take' is tallied and one-half awarded to the holder of the lucky number. The drawing is normally 
held toward the end of the meeting or event, and the lucky number holder must be present to win. If not claimed within a 
set time limit which can be as short as a minute or two, a second number is drawn and awarded the prize. Generally 
speaking, the larger the prize, the longer time allowed for the original winner to claim his or her prize. At a large function, 
with a sizeable pool of money expected, multiple prizes of perhaps $100 or more could be awarded. Whatever the prize 
split, it should be determined ahead of time and used as a sales incentive. (i.e. "Buy a $1 ticket and get 5 chances to win 
$100) Many clubs include a 50/50 raffle at all their regular monthly meetings. Tickets are sold throughout the 'get ac-
quainted' or informal portion of the meeting. The profits can be earmarked for an individual ongoing project, or included 
with other funds raised for your main charitable goal.  

568. Raffle.Expensive. Spend the bucks and buy a $1,000 gift certificate at a popular shopping place. Sell a thousand tickets 
at $10 apiece. Participants know their chances. Try this at a supermarket! 

569. Raffle: Can be combined with another event, or tickets sold over period of a few weeks. Gather some suitable prizes (try 
to get local business to donate) and sell tickets. Get the buyer's name and phone number on each ticket stub in case they 
leave before the raffle is drawn. Note: Most gaming regulations state that tickets must be fixed price, you may not sell 5 
for the price of 4 since it alters the odds. 

570. Raffles & Tombola. A Tombola is like a raffle, but the prizes have numbers. You sell tickets and the winning ticket 
gets the corresponding prize. 

571. Raft Race 
572.  Rag Dolls. Rag dolls were made from rags  that couldn’t be used for real clothing or whatever. Do something similar. 

Come up with templates for dolls, quilts or stuffed animals. Stained t-shirts or dresses that are torn, gather them up and 
cut them up IAW the templates. Stuff with the scraps of rags. Make this a kid event, where the kids can sew or fabric glue 
the pieces together. 

573. Rally. Road rally. Boat rally. Classic Car rally. The list is endless. See if your charity can hook up and sponsor one.  
574. Real Cookbook. Through one of the major cookbook publishing companies.  
575. Recital. A good old-fashioned recital, with members reading epic poetry, playing the violin, singing, etc. They should be 

good acts; this is not the place for well-intentioned but crappy. 
576. Recycle Pickling Jars  One church found a meal-preparation company for the airlines that had large pickling jars left 

after using the contents (for example Sysco pickle jars). They gave them to the church in huge quantities. The church then 
took the jars and sold them to local stores that could use them. Usually, small food stores bought them and filled them 
with their own food-creations for re-sale. (Some markets bought the jars at .50¢-.75¢ each.  

577. Recycle. You’ll only make maybe $20 a month recycling, but it adds up. If you can set up and maintain recycling bins 
on every street (small ones, obviously, or maybe apartment buildings), this could add up LOTS. Remember wasps (yel-
low jackets) and flies in the summer!    

578. Recycling Centre: ask people to donate any second hand clothes for sale at fairs or rummage sales. Good quality items 
could be sold at table sales or on a market stall or from your own charity shop if you have one. Other items could be sold 
at jumble sales and rummage sales. 
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579. Refunding Makes Sense. We are fundraising using the following ideas: collection of refundables - we provide the 

blue bags and pick up on request - 2weeks collection for me (people on my street dropping off) was $34.00. -- 1st Shad 
Bay Scout Troop, 63 James Street, Prospect Bay, N.S. 

580. Remind Them – In case you didn’t receive an answer the first time you asked….ask again! Your potential donor may 
need a little coaxing.  

581. Removal Of Political Candidates Signs following elections. In some areas that strictly enforce election advertising 
laws, and sign pollution laws - some savvy organizations have contacted all the candidates in the election. Their offer: for 
a suggested donation, the group would remove and dispose of all the campaign signs immediately following the election. 
By doing a majority of the candidates and propositions, the work was very profitable. Volunteer organizations often fall 
apart after an election, so this provides a needed service for the community. 

582. Rent A Pet. Some people can’t have pets in their rentals. So “rent” them a pet in the shelter, and for a few bucks a 
month they can play with the pet, walk him, groom him, take him for short trips (maybe),  even let the grandkids play 
with him.  

583. Replica. Have a replica of a famous landmark or building done in stained glass, ceramic, wood, etc. skybold fundraisers 
does stained galss,b ut you can usually find local stained glass artists. 

584. Request Donations From Everyone.  I’ve seen donations from Midas Muffler, a local thrift shop, a newspaper (ad 
space was raffled off), churches (One advertised Free Salvation. It was included and most folks laughed. Another offered 
a free gospel concert. People flocked to that, no pun intended). Go through the phone book and don’t fail to call every-
body. After all, they wouldn’t be in the yellow pages if someone didn’t want their service or product, right? 

585. Request Night Put a sign-up form in the church bulletin asking for members of the congregation to request people to 
perform various talents at the “Request Night.” If each church sponsors such an event in the same month, with proceeds 
split between you and the church.  For example singers, piano players, other talents. The youth group calls the people to 
notify them that they have been requested to perform on “Request Night.” It usually draws a huge crowd of friends and 
family. Donations are taken during the program and proceeds go to the youth group. Make sure you tell them what the 
money is being used for. You can also hold an ice cream social and take donations there as well.  

586. Rescue Id Cards: If you are in an accident, who will know you have pets to take care of? In every wallet should be a 
Card --- I have mine right beside my license - where it alerts people that you have pets at home who may need care. If you 
are in a wreck, etc., the hospital or authorities can call the person  named on the card to alert them. On the card, you 
should have:  
Your name, address, phone number 
Number and kind of pets 
Special Instructions for Pets;  
Name of Person to Contact:  

587. Residual Income Ideas: Speak to long distance telephone companies, cable TV, satellite, cell phone,  pager service, 
credit cards, tax preparation service, answering service, etc. See if they have a program whereby  your organization can 
sell subscriptions to cable, satellite, cell service, etc. 

588. Restaurant Takeover: Youth group contacted a local restaurant and volunteered to serve as dishwashers, bus persons, 
and buffet servers during the winter season, which is a slow time due to less tourists. We negotiated an amount the restau-
rant owner would donate for the volunteer services. Each youth had opportunity to work approximately 2 hours. We vol-
unteered for 2 evenings. In exchange for being allowed to work in the restaurant our group promised to bring him addi-
tional patrons on the evenings they volunteered so the project was mutually beneficial. The owner also allowed us to in-
form the general public of our volunteer status and set up a donation box by the cash register for additional contributions. 

589. Return Address Labels – Print return address labels for your outgoing mail. Print pictures or phrases “No More 
Homeless Pets in Utah” and the org phone # 

590. Reverse Raffle. Hold a non-raffle raffle, the raffle that no one wants to win. Intriguing, yes? Everyone at an event is is-
sued an equal number of tickets in the raffle for free but they have the opportunity to buy back their tickets stubs and re-
duce their chances of winning. Why would they want to buy back their tickets? Because they don't want to win!  Why? 
The twist is that the first prize is one that no one wants to win, i.e. having their hair dyed green for a week or washing the 
teams' jersey's for a month, cleaning the church grounds - something relevant so that people would rather part with a few 
dollars rather than win the prize. If done correctly this activity can inject a real sense of fun to the chore of raising funds. 

591. Ribbon Distribution – create small ribbons to bring awareness to the need for animal spaying/neutering. Don’t use the 
overdone loops. Get ribbon with paw prints on it and do a bow. Have a chip with a paw print glued in the middle and a 
safety pin on the back. 

592. Ride Along – Ask a potential donor to ride along on one of your training rides. They may be more willing to donate 
once they fully understand what you’ve committed to doing!  

593. Road Rallies, road races 
594. Road Rally Poker Hand: Attracts classic car owners and others. Charge a registration fee. Registrants pick up clues to 

the route where they pick up one card from a deck of cards. Box lunches are provided at the end while waiting for all cars 
to return. The best poker hand wins the grand prize which could be a set of tires, detailing, tune-up and oil change, etc 
(hopefully donated). Other trophies and prizes are also awarded. It's lots of fun. Be creative with the clues. 

595. Rock Climbing Rent a mobile rock climbing wall and set it up in front of a busy store where lots of teens will go, like 
Wal-Mart or Target. Find out what local rock climbing places charge and charge less. You could also see if your local 
rock climbing wall place will allow you to either have a sponsored climb, or will let you take the proceeds from one night. 

596. Rocky Horror Picture Show. FROM A HUMANE SOCIETY: This was surprisingly successful. We convinced the 
drama club and a few other students at the local high school to put on the play "The Rocky Horror Picture Show". Very 
few items had to be purchased for the set and costumes. Since this is an audience participation play, the Humane Society 
sold bags at the door of toilet paper, rice, and all the other things that were used as props in the play. The audience bought 
everything. We helped with the clean up. IT WAS A HIT!!!. We have been asked to do it again so other students can par-
ticipate. We earned close to $2,300.00 on this event through ticket sales, popcorn sales, drink sales, and the bag of props. 

597. Roller Blade. How about a roll-a-thon? Either do a 10K “run” or from county shelter to county shelter. You may need 
highway permission and protection. 
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598. Rose Sale. Sell roses to lovers, or sell plants. Start this the year before; ask local gardeners if you can have a couple 

of cuttings of their roses. See if you can root them, and sell them the following year. 
599. Rounders (Or Softball) Tournament: Challenge teams or groups to a series of rounders (or softball) matches with 

sponsorship raised per runs scored. 
600. Rugby  
601. Rummage Sale: Requires venue and advertising. Charities often get a lot of lesser quality clothing/shoes left over after 

other sales. Set up tables around the edge of a room with items sorted by category e.g. dresses, skirts, men's trousers etc. 
Charge a small entry fee and give each person either a standard size plastic carrier bag or large bin-bag when they come 
in. They get to fill up the bags with clothing and pay a fixed amount for each full bag when they leave (one price for full 
carrier bag, more for a full bin-bag). Clothing is bulky so you should see lots of full bags. If you sell other items such as 
books (less bulky), toys or bric-a-brac, pay for these separately e.g. a set price for books. The left-over items are probably 
of such poor quality that they can't be fixed up so they should be donated for recycling or taken to the council waste dis-
posal facility. 

602. Running Totals Keep a record of how much money you raise over a number of events; this should help motivate eve-
ryone as they see the amount go up and up. Set achievable monthly targets. 
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603. Safari Supper. This is a progressive supper.  See Progressive. The difference is, in this you WALK from house to 

house, so don’t put on your heels. This is exercise and food together. 
604. Safety Cans. Paint coffee cans (with lids) a reflective color, and add bands of reflective paint. Inside, store some safety 

items that could beuseful on the road. These would get stored in the trunk, taken out whenthere's a break down, etc. The 
cans hold the goods, and act as reflectivelights to be put away from the car at night. 

605. Sales: White Elephant sales, Second Hand Albums, Flea Markets, affordable Christmas gifts for college folks (artist 
come into the building and sell and you get a cut) 

606. Salsa Contest. Like a chili cookoff. But with salsa you don't have to worry about cooking it. 
607. Santa's Grotto,  
608. Scarecrow Competition. Entries were made prior to the day and we charged $2.00 per entry. Some of the entries were 

really cute and we got the principal of the school to judge.  
609. School Dance. If a local school allows it, let part of the admission price of the dance be pet supplies (food, litter, leash, 

bowl, etc). Send a list of needs to the school and have them post it. 
610. School Debate  
611. School Disco  
612. School Sports Day For Adults: Requires a budget and venue, preferably a school field with straight running track al-

ready marked on grass (but can be adapted for large back yards). Most people can remember junior school sports days. 
All the events should ones guaranteed to slow down the fastest athletes e.g. three-legged race, sack race, wheel-barrow 
race, egg-and-spoon race (or potato and spoon race) etc. Get pubs or local businesses to enter teams for a small fee and 
award prizes for each race or for the winning team. Could be part of a general fundraising day with stalls, sideshows, re-
freshments or barbecue. 

613. Scrabble Evening,  
614. Screen Saver And Wallpaper Disk. Euthanized pets (before they're euthanized), local celebrity pets, winners of 

pretty pet contest. Lots of screen saver programs out there. Maybe we can use one at reduced license fees? 
615. Scrip. Scrip is fake money, basically. Print out a limited LIMITED LIMITED amount of scrip, and sequence number it. 

Get some merchants to accept your scrip, or have your scrip good for something else, like a multi-group jumble sale. All 
participating sellers must accept the scrip for it to work.  

616. See The Holiday Lights. Rent a bus or use some members large-capacity vehicles and set up a time with the town 
when you can drive slowly through the sections of town with the best lights. Ccharge a few bucks, and see if you can get 
some people to dress up as Santa or Elves, have a setup on a field partway through the tour for toilets and breaks, carol-
ing, snacks, hot apple cider, etc. Meet at a public parking lot that’s easy to get to. 

617. Sell Catnip. Sell bags of catnip that grown at home. Cut and dry it, then crumble the leaves into little bags. Sell at $1 
each. Remember to label the bags. 

618. Sell Donuts, Pastries, Or Pies. Assuming a church, school (for band performance, etc) or whatever agrees, you make 
announcements for a week before the event. Order whatever you're selling from a local bakery. Have a 
ta-ble set up in front of the hall or in the lobby and collect the money. People pick up their box of donuts or what-ever as 
they leave. Very easy to do, especially if a BUSY church allows you to do it on a Sunday morning! If we could do two 
churches a week, and make $50 per church (at $1 profit per head, 50 purchases) we'd make $100 for about 2 hours work. 
Don’t have a donation bowl! They're already giving at Church!  

619. Sell Giant Cookies. Do it at holiday time, big trees, hearts, eggs. Personalize them and deliver for an extra charge. You 
can make a profit of a buck a cookie or more, which isn’t much but it adds up. Try the same with cakes. Buy some spe-
cially shaped pans, bake like crazy, slice so the cakes are flat on top. Frost, decorate, and lay in box on doily. If you talk 
to your local supermarket bakeries, they might be able to get you heart shaped cakes already in pans that just need deco-
rating. These will not be free, but they won’t be expensive either. 

620. Sell Shares In Your Shelter. Not real shares of course, but create a completely bogus Wall Street. People buy shares 
in your building project (not spay/neuter in this case). Your companies could be CaT1, Ktnz, Ppz, BgDg, etc. Let people 
buy as many shares in the construction project as they want. At the end of each year, hold a shareholders dinner with 
video, pictures, annual reports (print one out and make it snazzy. Send a letter to any major company, Annheuser Busch is 
a good one, and ask for their annual or quarterly report as an example). That way you show how the money has been 
spent. You could do it as a spay/neuter, with stats on whose money spayed which pet, and the potential pups and kittens 
who did not die as a result. 

621. Sell Soda Or Popsicles On The Street. It does work, just get a donation on those items, and for example serve the 
sodas in 10oz cups, and when selling them put a significant price or whatever they want to give you. In 4 hours we raised 
about $90. Then the next weekend, we went to sell what was left and raised in 3 hours over $70. So it does work.  

622. Services & Goods Auction/Raffle. Get local businesses or individuals to donate a service e.g. a free haircut, free 
photographic session, free window cleaning session etc or some goods e.g. a bottle of wine, bath goodies. These services 
can be raffled or auctioned at a special evening. 

623. Services Auction Or Raffle. Get local or national chains and services to donate. Not a free dinner or a weekend at a 
hotel, but a free tire rotation, a free oil change, a visit to a barber shop or beauty shop, a makeover, lawn treatment or ser-
vice, car wash, visit to an eye doctor, dental checkup, physical health screening, day of daycare or eldercare, homeclean-
ing service, gutter cleaning ... you get the idea. The donators aren't donating 
much (so to speak) except time (in most cases). Maybe a local auctioneer could donate her/his time? 

624. Share The Good News. Tell your story. The more you talk about your upcoming events, the more people will share in 
that excitement and want to pledge.  
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625. Shirts, Sweat And T  Invest in a screening machine or see how much it costs to have shirts done. You could also 

contact the companies that embroider polo shirts, sweats, and jackets and have them done up. For a donation of cost plus 
15 percent the donor gets the clothes. 

626. Shoe Shining at the Supermarket,  
627. Sidestall At School Fete. Contact all the schools, even the elementary schools. If they are having a school carnival or 

fete, get a sidestall and have something fun. 
628. Sidewalk Sale: this one group looked around campus and noticed that there was a path that everyone took that was not 

a sidewalk. So they sold sections of the sidewalk to organizations. As the cement was poured, the organizations wrote 
their letters, made tile mosaics of their logos, etc. in the cement.  

629. Signing Your Correspondence – Get in the habit of signing your note cards and letters with your name and organi-
zation.  

630. Silent Auction: At the parent cooperative preschool I taught at, we had a silent auction/dinner that was very popular. 
We would go out into the community and ask businesses to donate items or services. Also, we had a requirement that 
each family in the preschool donated a service or an item.  

631. Silly Sports. Local high schools might be willing to do this. Favorites are Donkey Basketball or mud/jello wrestling. 
The teams are usually willing to help out off-season. Funny, too, if faculty versus students is the theme. 

632. Skittles. This is a type of 9-pin bowling. It’s a pub game. Arrange nine bowling pins in a diamond: 1,2,3,2,1. Roll or toss 
a ball or hackysack toward it. Each pin is a point. There are variations. Look them up. 

633. Slave Auction. Or, call it Indentured Servant if you’re PC scared. Example: Student Council members were auctioned 
off, and the next day, the person who bought the "slave" could make their slave do whatever they wanted--carry all their 
books, walk around with toilet paper on their head, do the funky chicken in front of everyone. They can also wind up do-
ing babysitting, housework, shovel snow, shovel manure, yard work, computer or typing skills. It’s like a skills auction 
but the choice of skill is by the winner, not the slave. People bid for the individual to do their bidding for a set time, two 
hours, four hours, etc. It must be accomplished with in a fair amount of time, and there are rules: no sex. Potential slaves 
(or indentured servants, sigh) should list special skills and restrictions (no heavy lifting, allergic to bleach, etc. Potentially 
vulnerable slaves should be escorted if they are going to a private house for their own safety. 

634. Sled A Thon Or Board A Thon – Take pledges for each trip down a hill. It can be a family event, with different cate-
gories. Have a potluck after, with hot cocoa for participants. See if a ski resort will donate a hill. Ski a thon too. 

635. Sleep-Out: Requires permission and safety awareness. Camp out in the local park, car park or anywhere else and raise 
sponsorship for the night. If you work for an animal shelter, get sponsorship for spending the night in one of the animal 
pens. 

636. Slimming Competition, SLIM: Get sponsored per pound that you lose (or gain if you're underweight) over a certain 
period. 

637. Slow Bicycle Race: Charge an entry fee and award a prize for people to see how slowly they can complete a very short 
course. Really good entrants can practically make a bike stand still. Hold this is a series of heats. 

638. Smartie Jar Buy a ton of smarties and fill a jar with em. Then let people guess how many smartie are in the jar. Smar-
ties are like M&Ms. 

639. Snooker/Pool Tournament: Charge an entry fee for a knock out tournament (each heat is best-of-three matches), per-
haps with a final for which you might charge admission. Or get pubs and clubs to send teams or individuals who are 
sponsored per ball potted; sponsorship money is donated. Between matches or outside of the snooker/pool room, serve re-
freshments. For a one-day event, have a league table and everyone plays everybody else (will need several tables e.g. hire 
of a social club's pool room). 

640. Snow Removal for sidewalks or driveways. Sell on subscription basis.   
641. Snowball Party,  
642. Snowman Contest: If you have enough snow, arrange to use a school field and challenge children to build snowmen. 

Ask parents to pay the entry fee, and give out prizes for the best snowmen. Snowball fighting is not recommended as it 
leads to tears and booby-trapped snowballs can cause injury. 

643. Soup And Pie Supper Soup is made at church and parents bring the pies. We have it after church on Sunday (like the 
Sunday we have the annual meeting).  

644. Soup Cellar Made homemade soup and served it on three Sundays at noon (once a month). Received $1,170 through 
free-will offerings. We found that people in general gave more through giving an "offering" than if a set charge was made 
per bowl of soup. 

645. Soup, Salad, And Dessert Had a salad bar, chicken noodle, cream of broccoli and chili soups, rolls and Jell-O dessert, 
the youth bring in the food. Fellowship enjoyed by congregation.  

646. Spaghetti Supper At A Restaurant. See if a restaurant will sell plates of spaghetti to you. You double the price and 
sell the tickets. Restaurant will probably provide the staff as well..  

647. Spaghetti Supper.  Just charge people $5 for adults (12 & up), $3 for children (5 to 12), and free for anyone under 5. I 
had all you can eat. I had garlic bread, meat sauce, drinks, and salad included. Expenses were kept to a minimum because 
we went to local merchants and asked for donations.We had the kids do the decorating. Anything red white and green will 
do balloons work great.Tickets were $5.00 adults & $3.00 children. We pre sold tickets and also had tickets available at 
the door  We served meatballs, spaghetti, sauce salad and homemade desserts. We also served coffee tea and orange drink 
which  we were able to get through the local McDOnalds.  The key to our success was advertising nothing fancy just 
some hand painted signs strategically placed around the area. Posters in store windows and flyers went home with just 
about every child in the district.It may seem like a lot of work but it was well worth it.  Get the kids & parents involved 
they will enjoy it. And don't be shy about asking the local merchants or large food corporations in your area you'd be sur-
prised at how willing they are to help. Let me know how you make out.  One other tip is to have it on a Friday. because 
after working all week, it was great for people to have a home cooked meal and not have to cook it. 

648. Spare Change Spares Lives. I just thought this up. I’m really sleepy so don’t know what to do with it. Maybe for a 
begging jar. 
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649. Special Catalogue – get local craftsmen and women to donate photos and do a catalogue of their goods for sale, a 

portion of which goes to your charity Find the craftsmen at craft fairs (duh) but also at some gun shows, home and garden 
shows, etc. 

650. Special Day Donation. This could be a Christmas or Valentine’s Day thing. You can Be My Valentine with a $5.00 
donation to Animal Friends. Make an animal's Valentine's Day special with treats and a fancy dinner. You will receive a 
picture of the animal along with a valentine. Your donation of $5 will provide a special meal, treats and a toy for your Lit-
tle Angel, while ensuring high quality care and attention for all of the animals in our shelter. Each sponsor will receive a 
thank you as well as a photo of their Little Angel. In addition, your sponsorship will be recognized at the shelter through 
mid-April. To become a Guardian Angel of a shelter animal, send your name, address and phone number; please tell us 
how many dogs and/or cats (at $5 each) you'd like to sponsor. To be the valentine of a shelter animal, send your name, 
address and phone number; please tell us how many dogs and/or cats (at $5 each) you'd like to sponsor.  

651. Spine Chiller Trail. Every community has a few ghosts. If you think yours doesn’t, ask your librarian or a bunch of old-
timers. People pay to go on a ghost walk. These are fun. Some involve trickery like a magician, others are just a walk and 
staring at old buildings while your guide tells you tales. Sounds dull but is great fun. At least I think so.  

652. Spinning Class – Have a stack of pledge forms with you and ask your spinning instructor to make an announcement in 
class.  

653. Sponge The Authority Figure. At some school spring festival, see if you can buy a booth. Your booths sells (rents) 
wet sponges to throw at people. Obviously works best at a school where the teachers are willing.    

654. Sponsor A Cat ----- For $10 a month you can sponsor a cat. You will receive a picture of the cat and the story of his/her 
history - some of which are very dramatic. $100 will sponsor an outdoor protective shelter. The money is used to pur-
chase bricks, lumber, rocks, bedding and other items needed to prepare it for feline residency. 

655. Sponsor A Dog Camp (agility area, water sports, etc). 
656. Sponsored Motorcycle Ride  
657. Sponsored Paper Chase, Clean Up Sponsorship by the volume of rubbish collected or by the time spent in an activ-

ity which is in itself worthwhile.  
658. Sponsored Piano Play. Get sponsored for every song you play, or charge for certain songs. Or, sponsored for how 

long you can play without taking a break, or how fast, etc.  
659. Sponsored Read (Books Or Poems) The task must be quantifiable: number of books read, number of pages of a 

particularly difficult book, or perhaps (for young children) the time spent reading IN SILENCE!  
660. Sponsored Run, Walk, Climb  By distance, time or level of difficulty. As ever, great care must be taken with spon-

sored feats of endurance.  
661. Sponsored Silence: Almost anything can be sponsored, but this is particularly challenging for children or chatterbox 

adults. Like me. I could NEVER do this. Go a set time (e.g. a morning [children] or day [adults]) without talking. 
662. Sponsored Sing (Songs Or Carols) Sponsorship could be according to the number of songs, the length of time or 

the number of participants: alternatively, you could ask people to “buy” their favourite song.  
663. Sponsored Sunflower Growing Contest Sponsor by the foot, and no risk to life or limb! A nice one for the older 

gardener, young child and handicapped. 
664. Sponsored Swim Your local pool may be happy to participate, and they would then look after the safety requirements, 

but take care to ensure that enough lifeguards and helpers for tired swimmers are available. Sponsor by number of lengths 
or by time in the water, letting the less athletic into the honours.  

665. Sponsored Talk A Thon. How long can you talk? Good for teenage girls. But who the heck wants to judge? Actually 
think of it as a filibuster. Any politician can do it! 

666. Sponsored Treasure Hunt A simple theme with lots of variations: a big course with maps to read, participation on 
foot or by bike : or a collection of everyday items to be stuck to a card with sticky tape. How many things CAN be fitted 
into a Swan Vestas matchbox?  

667. Sponsored Walk: Set a route of known distance around local streets or in a nearby park and get sponsored for the 
whole distance or per mile/kilometre/lap walked. 

668. Sponsorship Idea  Aerobics  
669. Sponsorship Idea Animal Pen Or Resident: If you run an animal shelter, set up a sponsorship scheme for people to 

sponsor a particular pen in your shelter, or an unhomeable resident animal. For monthly sponsorship they get newsletters 
and a photo; if they donate above a certain amount, a small sign (laminated card is good) could be fixed to the sponsored 
pen or pen where the resident animal lives. 

670. Sponsorship Idea Bag Pack At Local Supermarket. Works with “tips only” bagging. 
671. Sponsorship Idea Bicycle Ride. 
672. Sponsorship Idea Build A Thon If you have something which needs to be built, combine it with a fundraising event: 

sponsorship by the brick or board, by the foot, or by the length of time spent.  
673. Sponsorship Idea Litter Pick-Up.  Get sponsored by per bag of trash. 
674. Sponsorship Plan 

1. Start by developing an initial list of names you could contact to be your sponsors. Don’t disqualify anyone: Parents, 
Brothers and Sisters, Other Relatives, Friends of your parents, Employers, Sunday School Classes, Business People, Bible 
Study Groups, Teachers and Coaches, Doctors, Friends, Neighbors 
2. Write a letter explaining your needs. Be sure to date the letter and mail it within a day of the date on the letter. Give a 
personal explanation of the event you are desiring to be a part of and the conditions to get you there 
3. Make a follow-up telephone call after sending your sponsorship letter. The added personal touch of a phone call is the 
key to success.  Don’t sit back and wait for the other person to respond. Always call back! Be very specific to ask for a 
definite response.  
4. Send a thank you note on the same day you receive a sponsor’s investment check, or even on the same day you call for 
his or her decision. Be sure to keep a record, so you know what has come in, from whom, and whether you’ve sent a 
thank you note to each person. This thank you letter is an important of developing your support team. It should be a per-
sonal handwritten letter.  
5. When you receive the checks from your sponsors, contact your group leader to find out what system your group is us-
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ing to keep track of contributions. Turn in your checks to the appropriate person.  
6. After the event is over, be sure to give your supporters a report of your time and experiences. You have asked them to 
pray for you and invest in you by helping you get to your event, and they want to hear about your time there. 

675. Sports Tournament  Setting up an sports tournament such as a softball derby can be great fun and good way to raise 
money. Invite other clubs or organizations on campus or even ask local groups to participate and charge a entrance fee. 
Your club can make money and have a great time playing a sport. 

676.  Sports Tournaments: golf, tennis, softball, HOOP DE DOO ( three man team basketball tournament), volleyball.  
For sports tournaments you can make money four ways:  
l. entry fees  
2.corporate/club sponsorship  
3.admission for spectators  
4.concessions 

677. Spotted Dog/Leopard: On a largish whiteboard, or similar board, draw a dog (or leopard if you are a cat charity). 
Paint a number of spots on the dog. Stick peelable small circular stickers (black is best, the painted spots don't show 
through) on the dog, enough that roughly 1 in 5 wins has a painted spot underneath. Charge a fee for a person to choose a 
spot to peel off. If there is a painted spot underneath, they win a small prize. You may choose to put numbers under the 
spots with each number corresponding to a prize on the stall. Note: Under most gaming laws it is illegal to sell discount 
goes e.g. 5 goes for price of 4 since this alters the odds. 

678. Spring Fling. Spring fling is a large carnival cum everything event, perhaps with multiple hosts. Get colleges and lower 
schools involved, get churches involved, get civic orgs involved, get EVERYONE involved. If you pull together, you 
should all make money. Clubs and organizations can raise money by selling items or conducting games. Contact your lo-
cal authorities to see what it would take. 

679. Stately Home Open House. If you have a stately home in your area, see if it can be opened to the public for an eve-
ning, for a donation. 

680. Stock In The Group  First, present a video commercial for the event you are raising money for to the church on a Sun-
day morning.  Offer one share of stock for $5.00/share/per month for the next six months. Have the ushers pass out stock 
option slips so people can sign up for their commitment. Include the name, address, phone number and a place to write 
number of shares and dollar amount. When you get the commitments, prepare stock certificates certifying how many 
shares the person bought.  Make them just like the ones used for real corporations. Mail them out to each person with an 
introduction letter, payment statements and mailing envelopes for three months. You can do a second mailing for the last 
three months to serve as a reminder. Then, after the event you are raising money for, hold a share holders dinner. Cook, 
serve and present to your share holders the benefits of their investment. (Be sure to include the cost of the dinner into 
what you need to earn.) 

681. Stocks: Not the Wall Street kind, but the punishment kind. Get some "willing" volunteers to face members of the public, 
who pay for wet sponges (safer than custard pies) to throw at the stocks. If you can get a popular authority figure (local 
policeman, school principal, etc) to be in the stocks, so much the better. 

682. Store Collection: Ask a local supermarket or shopping centre/mall if you can hold a collection on their premises (e.g. 
just outside the store or inside the mall). Will need the permission of the store/mall or the local authorities (ask the 
store/mall about this). 

683. Storefront On Your Web Page. Many stores will donate a small percentage to your shelter if the shopper accesses 
through your web page. You have a button on your web page for, say Barnes and Noble. If someone buys a book at B&N 
through your web site, you get a kickback. You can also shop at igive.com. It is a big storefront. You sign up and become 
a member, then you can donate to your favorite charity. You’d need an igive buttonon your web page and a reminder of 
your shelter’s igive number. 

684. Street Circus. Complete with three rings or stages. You’d have to close down a street, so make it NEAR a really busy 
venue but not the venue itself. Combine with Mile of Money, maybe. 

685. Street Collection: You need permission to have a street collection or public assembly. Ask if you can have a table in 
the mall/street where you are collecting so you can provide information leaflets to interested people. If possible have 
some display boards with posters to attract attention (shocking posters intended to get pity generally just make people 
avoid you). Collectors who dress up in appropriate costume (cats, dogs etc) are usually the most successful as they attract 
curiosity and attention. 

686. Stuffed Animals -- Pound puppies or beanie babies homemade adoptable pets. These ones you make yourselves. See 
Teddy Bears. 

687. Sunflower Growing Competition,  
688. Superbowl Party  Sell betting squares and split the pot. 
689. Supermarket little cut outs of paw prints. They asked the customer to donate $1.00 to purchase a paw print. Their 

names were written on the paw and hung on the grocery store window. (We have seen this with MS and other Charities). 
This Humane Society earned over $3,000. Again, the cashier who could see the most paw prints would win a dinner for 
two and a movie for two. 

690. Supermarket Savings. Many supermarkets have donation plans. Some involve saving and returning receipts, some are 
donations and they put up a star on their wall. Can’t hurt to ask.  

691. Survivor Weekend. Camping without food. Eating worms and maybe having to snare and kill a bunny. Bugs. Build a 
shelter. Navigate your way to safety. Survive in the wild. Patrons arrive before dawn on a Saturday, get briefed get 
dumped in the middle of nowhere. They must learn to rely on and work with eachother while learning the principles of 
survival - protection, location, water and food. They use only the resources they find. One woodsman in each team. 
Teams earn points for each properly completed task done within time limits. Most points wins. Woodsman has a radio, 
but no other modern amenities. Including toilet paper. 

692. Swear Box In The Office 
693. Sweepstakes,  
694. Swim: May require budget, requires goodwill of local swimming pool, safety issues. Ask a local leisure centre or school 

to lend/hire you a pool for a morning or afternoon. Charge an entry fee amid/or ask participants to get sponsored for the 
distance they swim. You may need to pay the centre to provide qualified lifeguards. 
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695. Taco Salad Bar Taco salad bar with all the trimmings, decorated the fellowship hall with streamers, tissue flowers, etc., 

played Mexican music and dressed in colorful clothing and hats. Meal was by donation.  
696. Talent Contest. Audition acts to make sure you have suitable acts. Remember your audience. If it’s adults-only, you 

can have different things than one for general audiences. Sell tickets for a reasonable cost, and see if you can get the hall 
donated. Remember security personnel. If you have students involved, most parents will come out to see their kid on 
stage. Sell refreshments or have a bake sale during intermission. Have a tombola (see tombola) or raffle in conjunction, 
and between acts announce winners. See if local artisans will donate handcrafted goods.  

697. Talent Show And Dinner Made a meal for the congregation on a Sunday after church. After the meal we held a talent 
show and a pie auction. The congregation donated money for their meal as well as bid on the pies. Some pies sold as high 
as $20. 

698. Talent Show. Sell refreshments at intermission. This could be a pet talent show if you want. Hold auditions and get 
REALLY GOOD acts along with some serious klinkers. Could turn it into the Gong Show. And if there are 
CHILDREN'S ACTS involved, any parent will come out to watch his or her kid perform. 

699. Talent Show/Bake Sale The Pathfinders put on a Talent Show (you and the Church will be surprised by the amount of 
talent in your club). Pathfinders and their parents bake items that are auctioned off during the program. Most items are 
sold by silent auction where a bid sheet is posted next to the item, but some larger items are auctioned off with a lively 
round of bidding. Snacks such as popcorn and drinks are also sold during the show. People are free to move around dur-
ing the show to bid on items and purchase snacks. As part of the talent show, slides and videos are shown of campouts 
and other Pathfinder activities so the Church members can see what Pathfinders do. It really helps kept the Church in 
touch with what Pathfinders is all about. 

700. Talented Friends – Do you have a little piano bar in your neighborhood and a talented piano playing friend? Ask the 
owner to let you bring some friends in one night for a cocktail and piano night. Charge anyone who attends and let them 
know that it’s a fundraising event. If you do this at your regular bar, you don’t give up your night out! 

701. Tea Dance.  
702. Tea Party 
703. Teddy Bear Sale. There’s a site called www.SCHOOLBEARS.COM that makes personalized bean bag bears. They are 

lovely.  Expensive but you can make money on them. At this time, 300 bears (minimum required) costs you $7 apiece for 
9 inch bears. You would sell them at significantly more. The more you buy, the cheaper it is. 500 =$5 apiece; 1000 = $4.  

704. Teddy Bears Picnic. Good for little ones. Have a safe, bug free area and have a picnic where teddy bears or stuffed 
animals and dolls are invited.  

705. Telemarketing: Get a large telemarketing company to donate a week of telemarketing, even if it’s only by a couple of 
people. You write the script. Think about what you hate about telemarketers and try to avoid having that happen. My 
bugaboo is “Hello, is John there?” as the opening line. It should be, ”I’m Diane from the local animal shelter. May I speak 
to Mr. Or Mrs. Jones?” If the name is difficult, say so. “I’m …shelter. I’d like to speak to someone, but I can’t pronounce 
the name! Can I talk to you?: 

706. Television Finale Party – Remember the M*A*S*H finale or the season ending of Next Generation? Well, next time a 
series ends, be it for the season or a series finale, have a party. Themed food, maybe costumes, maybe just folks in your 
house. Ask for a donation up front. You’ll still have a good time, and most won’t care if they give a buck. Easy on every-
one.  

707. Temporary Tattoos. This works better at sporting events. Silly sports fans will pay to have a tattoo of their team logo 
on their face. It may work for other venues, but if you can get tattoos of the team logo or school logo, and can get permis-
sion to sell them at games, you could earn BIG bucks, especially if your team or school has spirit. But, you can do mehndi 
(henna painting) or other temp toos at fetes. Much like face painting. Ask local tattoo parlors to donate their time and ex-
pertise. 

708. Ten Pin Bowling. I prefer candlepins, but haven’t seen them in years. You have specially colored or marked pins that 
mean donations or prizes.   

709. Thank Everyone. That means everyone who donated gifts. Time. Food. Money. Venues. Write a letter to the editor of 
the local papers, including the free ones, and thank everyone by name. Try to get thanks on the radio and local television 
stations as well. You’d be surprised at how many sportscasters or weathermen will be happy to say “Fuzzy Animal Sanc-
tuary would like to thank the following people for their help in the local event. NameNameName. Now, onto local 
sports.” 

710. The Big Event: Do a Gala. Get a band that plays music for all ages. During the event, hold a multi-tier raffle with 
maybe five shelves. Bottom shelf holds 20 fairly inexpensive-ticket items. Second shelf holds fewer, 
slightly more expensive items. The top shelf holds the most expensive item. Tickets are priced accordingly, and items can 
be donated or hand-crafted. As part of the gala, hold a sit-down dinner, semi-formal or church-dinner 
style. Charge for it! For Mardi Gras, hold "Carnivale" complete with big head mask contest and parade! Hey, have a cat 
theme and call it a hairball! For Autumn, have an old-fashioned harvest ball where folks "bring in the 
sheaves" as it were (donations). Donate the sheaves (pet food, litter, money, etc) 

711. The Great American Dream Raffle raised $150,000 for playground equipment in Champaign, IL. The AMBUCS 
(American Business Club) sold 4000 tickets at $100 each. First prize was a $100,000 new home. Second prize was a 
brand new corvette, and third prize was $5000 in cash.  

712. The Incredible Pickle Jar. Paper mache some long balloons and paint to look like pickles. Or, slice a toilet paper or 
paper towel tube into pickle "slices" and paper mache. Inside each pickle is a prize (or worse, a task toperform). People 
have to do the tasks right there (dance, sing a stupid song, etc). 

713. The Pickle Jar -- Get a big gallon pickle jar from a deli or cafeteria. Put it in front of a busy office. As people go by 
they can drop in change. This can be an in-house event that lasts all year. At the end of the day/week/month have the 
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treasurer or secretary or someone honest count the money and deposit it in an account or safe. If you have a set goal, 
have a thermometer and color in the red as the money count goes up. 

714. Theme Party/Dinner – Hold a theme party for 10 ( or more) of your friends. Donation: $50.00 per person. Spend no 
more than $20.00 per person on the food and you’ll have $300.00 (or more) in pledges by the end of the night. 

715. Themed Jumble Sale. Music Madness would have sheet music, CDs, LPs, Cassettes, music software, music books, 
etc. Pet Madness would have pet items. Baking Madness would have baking items and baked goods.  

716. Three-Legged Race: Get sponsorship for a three legged hobble to work or organize a sponsored three legged race. 
Three legged pub crawls are good fun, but stick to soft drinks. It could end with a barbecue or disco.  

717. Tiddly-Winks Tournament: Charge a small entry fee for people or teams to see how many winks (counters) they can 
get into a glass or circle, with a prize going to one with the highest score at the end of the event. Alternatively, hold it as a 
knockout competition (best-of-three matches) or league table. 

718. Toga Night: Organize as for a regular party, selling tickets in advance, but everyone must dress up as a Roman (or as a 
gladiator or Roman slave). Serve food from a central table, buffet style. Ask people to bring a can (375-400g size) or a 
packet of pet food with them for donation to the shelter. 

719. Tombola/Instant Win Raffle:  A popular fundraiser at fairs and other events, including coffee mornings/garden par-
ties. Use a set of two-part cloakroom tickets. One part (folded up) put in a bucket. The corresponding part (the reclaim 
part) of every ticket which ends in 0 or 5 is stuck to a small prize on the stall. It could be themed e.g. plant tombola, teddy 
tombola, pet-care item tombola. If possible, as stores to donate small prizes. Sell tickets for a fixed price each. Note: Un-
der most gaming laws it is illegal to give discounts for tickets bought in bulk e.g. 5 for the price of 4 since this alters the 
odds. 

720. Tote Bags. With logo. 
721. Trainspotting Or Planespotting: Whether you are a railway/plane enthusiast or you normally hate trains/planes, get 

sponsored for the number of different trains/planes that you can spot in a given period of time at a suitable location. For 
plane spotting, the viewing lounge of an airport is recommended! 

722. Travel Agency – Do you always make your travel plans through the same agency? Ask them to donate a travel voucher. 
You can auction it off at one of your parties.  

723. Travel Raffle. About eight months out, contact airlines, bus companies, train service (including public transportation) 
and see if they can donate or reduce price on either round-trip tickets (bus, train, plane) or a month pass (for public trans-
portation).  

724. Trawler Race. Only works where you can have trawlers. No fishing!  
725. Treasure Hunt. We were working on this but quit the Humane Society before we could implement it. We decided to 

have a Treasure Hunt. We had already gotten a lot of cooperation from the downtown merchants. Each store downtown 
would have clues. We decided to stay just downtown for our first try the other non-profit who did this used the whole city 
to plant clues. The chest was a donated Lane Cedar Chest and we had various prizes to go into it. Prizes ranged from trips 
to grocery store gift certificates. Someone with a good imagination wrote the story. Each sentence would contain the 
name of a store. You had to go to the store, ask for a clue, and then put them all together to locate the Treasure Chest. 
Each store had a little bank there where money could be donated. I participated in the one for the Jr. Women's League and 
it was a BLAST!!!! I wish we could have done it, but when I quit the Humane Society, we returned the donated gifts.  

726. Treasure Hunt: Requires venue e.g. school field and organisation beforehand. Participants are sponsored to find/solve 
clues and/or objects on a set route. They are charged an entry fee for competing. They may have to solve additional cryp-
tic clues to identify objects along the route (e.g. a weathervane, a commemorative plaque) and write down each solution 
along the way. Depending on the type of competition, the winner could be the first one to finish or the one who solves 
most clues. 

727. Trike-A-Thon. It is exactly what it sounds like. Make it an athletic challenge where young children get donations per lap 
that they will ride on their tricycles on a given day or flat donations. Paint a special trike path in your parking lot or use 
tape on a gynasium floor. Hold the ride on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon and invite parents and donors to attend to 
cheer on their child. Or it can be held during the school day and invite the parents to come at specific times to cheer for 
their child's class. Variation: This can also be done as a fun contest for older children or even adults. It's really funny to 
watch. Maybe combine the two and end your Trike-A-Thon on a hilarious note with a race between parents using their 
children's tricycles! 

728. Trike-A-Thon. It is exactly what it sounds like. The children get donations per lap that they will ride on the trikes on a 
given day or flat donations. We paint a special trike path in our parking lot and hold the ride during the school day and in-
vite the parents to come at specific times to cheer for their child's class. One year we did it on a Saturday which is good 
for all the working parents. Our first year we raised about $1000.00 this past year which was our 4th year we made almost 
$4000.00 profit. I'll be happy to give more info on either of these if you would like to contact me. 

729. Trolley Dash. Take a supermarket trolley and race around the supermarket parking lot. Pretty stupid, eh? Well, some 
people go for anything. And, if there are prizes under the cars parked in the parking lot that might make a difference. 

730. Truck And Heavy Equipment Show. I confess this leaves me cold. Still, it could work well. Looking for something 
different? Hold a Truck/Heavy Equipment Show. All you need is a large venue, preferably outdoors in a high traffic area, 
to bring in the drive-by crowds. You could raise a lot of money with this simple idea.  
Arrange for town workers and private citizens--everyone and anyone who drives or owns a large truck, tractor, earth 
mover etc. to park their vehicle in your field or parking lot on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. Rope off the area and 
charge admission. Kids of all ages love to see fire trucks, ambulances, dump trucks, and backhoes up close and personal. 
Some proud owners may polish up their vehicles for the occasion and be willing to stand by to answer the kids questions 
or even let them climb in or on the vehicle.  
Approach city maintenance departments regarding the temporary loan of a garbage truck, snow plow, road paving equip-
ment, etc. Ask local construction companies for a crane or cement mixer. Approach area farmers or farm equipment deal-
ers for a tractor, combine or other equipment. You'll want to arrange for at least one eighteen wheeler, maybe even a mov-
ing van. Think delivery trucks, mail truck, UPS, FedEX. How about a Greyhound or other tourist bus? Is there a military 
installation or depot nearby? Ask the ROTC or National Guard to participate. You might even arrange for a helicopter. 
See how many different kinds of vehicles you can muster, the possibilities are endless!  
Have a sandwich board by each vehicle, or a large sign or program passed out at the gate acknowledging the various do-
nors and thanking them for their participation. You should also send an individual follow-up thank you to each with in-
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formation on how much money you raised and how it will be used.  
Besides the 'gate', you could sell refreshments and baked goods.  
If you don't have a large enough venue, maybe a local mall will let you use a portion of their parking lot.  
Post flyers and signboards around town and neighboring areas and send out news releases. Be sure to get your event in-
cluded in the community bulletin boards or calendars of local newspapers and radio stations. If your charitable cause is 
unique or universal enough, you might even get a local radio to broadcast from your event 

731. T-Shirt Sales  Your club can also raise money by designing and selling T-shirts. If you are planning to use the Univer-
sity of Arizona name or logo, you must first contact the trademark and licensing department (ask for Sue or Silvano) on 
the second floor of the student union by the all aboard office or call 621-3547. A great idea for where to sell the shirts is 
on the mall and in order to do this you should contact mall scheduling at 621-8047 and speak with Diane Newman.  

732. T-Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Sweat Pants. With a logo. 
733. T-Shirts. If you can get a local artist to design a t-shirt, so much the better.  Four-color is best but most expensive. Good 

line art and logo will work, have different colored shirts. 
734. Tub Of Icky Stuff: Find a willing, or hapless, volunteer to sit in an old tub or wading pool outdoors. Fill it with some-

thing yucky. The person should be wearing shorts and a tank top, or a swimsuit so as much skin as possible touches the 
ick. Nothing unhealthy, just unpleasant: cold custard, cold oatmeal, baked beans (a store may be able to provide damaged 
cans of these at reduced price), used dishwashing water with old teabags and vegetable peelings floating in it.  

735. Tug Of War: Organize a tug-of-war knockout tournament (each heat is best-of-three) or one-day league table contest be-
tween teams from local businesses, pubs or clubs (or school sixth-formers), charging an entry fee and giving a prize to the 
winners.  

736. Turkey Dinner Thanksgiving Day Dinner. Sell raffle tickets for $5.00 a piece (or $2 plus a big bag of dog food) and the 
winner gets a Turkey (cooked), Stuffing, Sweet Potato Casserole, String Bean Casserole, and Pecan or Pumpkin Pie. 
Draw the winner early in November so they could be notified and would not have to purchase their food. And so the los-
ers can have time to buy and thaw a turkey! VERY SUCCESSFUL. 

737. Turkey Dinner. Big seller around the holidays. You cook the turkey, stuffing, potatoes, veggies and a pie. Auction off 
tickets and you deliver Thanksgiving morning or the day before. 

738. Turkey Raffle. Always popular at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Ask supermarkets if you can buy turkeys at reduced 
rates. Even at full rates, you will make money from the tickets. Try doing a few geese, too. Goose is a good Christmas 
bird.  You charge $3 a ticket, more for goose. How much does a turkey cost? How much profit? 
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739. Ugly Face Pull: Entrants pay an entry fee to pull their ugliest faces, to be judged by a panel. Ugliest face gets a prize. 

Could be a stall at another even, or could be run by mail using photos submitted before a set closing date. Could turn it 
into a calendar if you think anyone will buy. Make it celebrities, then. There’s a variation called gurning, where they have 
to put their face through a toilet seat (not attached!) when they pull the face. 

740. Ukulele Party. Everyone comes in Hawaiian gear, listens to Don Ho and sings Pearly Shells. 
741. Underwear Party. Come in your undies.   
742. Unicycle Challenge. If you can get a race going, fine. Otherwise see if you can just sit on the darned things. Pretty 

funny, especially with beer. 
743. Universities And Colleges – Contact your local schools and ask if you can put an advertisement in their school news-

letter asking for donations. Some of the organizations may even invite you to make a short presentation.  
744. Use Your Talents. Instead of asking for donations from your members and supporters or selling a specific product or 

service, consider giving money away! This relies on your volunteers and supporters’ individual ideas, talents, dedication, 
and their willingness to do something special for your organization. Each individual raises funds in a manner than inter-
ests them. How does it work?  
Our organization provides a small amount of "seed money" to each participant - $5 to $20 - and challenges them to use 
the money and their ingenuity to raise funds. This could include buying ingredients and selling baked goods, purchasing 
materials for handmade crafts to sell, gasoline for a lawnmower to cut grass, printing flyers advertising a personal service, 
buying an inexpensive product and re-selling it, etc. The possibilities are endless and encourage individual creativity.  
The participants will conduct their individual fundraiser at a time and place of their choosing. No major planning, space 
needs, or clean-up effort required. Just set a starting and ending date, provide the seed money, and then get out of the 
way! Depending on the type of projects chosen, think of the human-interest publicity you could generate for your organi-
zation.  
You can expect the participants to multiply their seed money several times, regardless of their project. This probably 
won't be a big money maker but can be great fun. On the other hand, if 100 participants took $10 each and just doubled 
their money (a very modest expectation), your group would net $1000. Not bad for minimal planning and it can definitely 
be a fun fundraiser!  
If your group is short on funds, consider asking each participant to provide their own seed money. Since the amount is 
small, most will agree.  
While this idea will work for any group, it is especially good for church groups. 
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745. Vacation Donation [The following article pertains to funds raised to help the victims of the September 11th terrorist at-

tacks but is an option other groups could explore.]  
Toni Schiavo was thinking of taking a trip to Las Vegas to see her parents. Suzi Moczygemba had planned to use her time 
off for an extended Thanksgiving visit with her daughter in Boston. Instead, both women will be at their desks. They are 
donating their accrued vacation time to help victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Their employer, Health Net Inc., is 
one of a growing number of businesses that have launched vacation-donation programs in recent weeks. The arrange-
ments -- a new twist on leave-sharing programs that allow employees to donate time to colleagues burdened by illness or 
tragedy allow workers to forgo vacation days and have their employers give the money to charity. "Everybody was just so 
profoundly affected by this that I felt the need to do something important and significant,'' said Schiavo, a privacy special-
ist for the Woodland Hills, Calif.-based company who is donating a week of vacation time. "But I don't have enough cash 
set aside to do something like that." Such donations could get a boost from a decision last week by the IRS not to count 
such donated vacation pay as taxable income.  
At Maine Medical Center in Portland, Maine, employee donations of vacation time translated into $76,047 for Red Cross 
and United Way attack relief funds. Employees of Oakland, Calif.-based Kaiser Permanente donated vacation time worth 
about $400,000. "I haven't been here very long and I don't have a lot of time accrued and usually I guard mine very 
closely," said Gail Florian, a payroll department employee at the health maintenance organization's Portland, Ore., office 
who estimates her two-day donation will be worth $322. "But this seemed like a good reason to give it out." County gov-
ernment employees in Alameda County, Calif., are also donating vacation time. Schiavo acknowledged she would like the 
vacation time. But, and I think this is going to sound hokey, I'm thinking I'm going to be a proud American going to work 
on a day I'm supposed to be off and knowing that I'm doing something," she said. 

746. Valentine Flowers -- Take orders from offices, stores, schools, health clubs, bowling alleys for a large, me-dim or 
small bouquet (3/2/1 red carnations, white carnations, pink carnations). Include greens, a bow and a greeting card. Maybe 
a Hershey's Kiss? Deliver them on V-Day or around Christmas Eve? Figure on charging $10/5/3 above what we have to 
pay, and give each delivery person $1 per bouquet delivered. Variation: send telegrams with single flowers for two bucks 
a pop. Telegrams can be faked on a computer. 

747. Valentine’s Day Flower Delivery. Take orders from local offices, gyms, etc. Include everything: muffler shops, bak-
eries, etc. Get bulk carnations and tie in 6-flower bunches with wide ribbon and some greenery. Deliver. Charge nearly 
double your cost. Figure if it costs you $9 in gas, greens, flowers and ribbons you can charge $15.  

748. Valentine’s Day Pledge – It’s always nice to get flowers, but perhaps you can ask your sweetheart to donate the cost 
of a card or flowers to your shelter. 

749. Valentine’s Ball Or Party. Either just have a party where folks give each other valentines, or have a masked Harlequin 
ball for sweethearts. 

750. Val-O-Grams - singing valentines - cheaper than flowers and the memory lasts forever! 
751. Val-Pak Coupons. I tried this and they could not afford to do it for free, but they were willing to discount. ValPak 

sends envelopes of coupons all over your area. For one-color, one-sided "coupons" delivered, we'd be paying about $250 
per 10,000 homes. It may have been a bit less, I forget. But at any rate the rate goes down the more "areas" you choose. 
Each area (normally a zip code) is about 10K, so for a thousand bucks you can reach 40,000 households. We haven't got 
the money at this time but will probably have it in January or February. ValPak has a national web site, but it is fran-
chised out, so you will have local people to deal with.  
You might have to fight their art department so that your stuff doesn’t look like all the other ads. Simple and plain with 
light graphics is more eye catching when everybody else is going for broke. Your coupon could ask for donations of 
money, old leashes, bowls, blankets, litter boxes, a bag of litter, construction time, a bag of dog food, an hour of dog 
walking, etc. Remember to include phone number, address, e-mail addy, web pages. Do this near Christmas and you 
could pull in big bucks or volunteers. This is MUCH cheaper than the post office. 

752. Vegetarian Day or Stall in the cafeteria to support our 4-legged carnivores who have no meals. If your cafeteria person-
nel must prepare the meals, see if there can be a donation can for those who choose to participate. And make it better than 
macaroni and cheese. 

753. Vegetarian Evening. Try during Lent if your community is normally anti-veg. Meatless meals are still semi-popular on 
Fridays.  

754. Vehicle Push Or Pull. Silly people hitch themselves to a truck and pull it, singly or in teams. I saw a Citroen lift on TV 
once. I wish I could forget.  

755. Videos: Crackling fireplace, snow, tropical scene out a window, etc. Would need coordination. The fireplace one, per-
haps we could make cardboard fireplace surrounds and sell a package. Surrounds cardboard with news-paper stones? Fire 
regs! 

756. Videothon: Get sponsored to watch as many films on video as possible during 24 hours. Either borrow 24 hours worth 
of videos from friends or try to get reduced prices for bulk rental (by prior arrangement) with video hire shop. You cannot 
decide to stop watching one half-way through as sponsors may ask you to describe what happened in the film as proof 
that you saw it. 

757. Vintage Car Rally. There are lots of vintage car clubs. See if they will come to your town or sponsor an event. By the 
way, the junker in your neighbor’s yard does NOT count as a vintage car. Junk is junk. You could have a junk car rally, 
that could be fun now that I think of it. 

758. Visiting Rights: Many people cannot have a pet because their landlord will not allow it or someone in their family is al-
lergic to them or they simply do not have the time for the commitment. So, you can have them adopt a pet that is in the 
shelter. For $5.00 a month, they can adopt a cat or dog and that gives them the opportunity to come to the shelter and play 
with the animal. It is a win/win situation. The animal gets socialization and the person gets to dote on a pet --- groom it, 
walk it, play with it, etc. It really works!!!!! 

759. Visor Sale At An Outdoor Event. Football games, soccer games, air shows, etc. If the event is long-lasting and pa-
trons will be hot, these should sell well. Remember to have them printed with your shelter’s name and phone number. 
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760. Volksmarching. Popular everywhere on earth, except America. Look it up on the internet. It’s 1 a.m. and I’m too 

tired to remember the details. 
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761. Wacky Races 2, wacky raft, buggy, go-cart, etc. Get with a local college frat or soror house. You’ll get more participa-

tion. Create an event on campus. Charge entry fee, sell T-shirts, Ad space, sponsorships, and concessions. 
762. Wacky Races 

Using animals in a humane manner you might consider:  
Pig races 
Armadillo races  
Lobster races on a water track  
Rodents (hamster, gerbil, rat, mouse)  
Dog 
Snail races 
Crawfish Races 
Rattlesnake Races (needs a handler)  

763. Wages Donation: Contribute one day’s wages to your charity and encourage others in your company to do the same. 
Some companies run schemes which allow you to donate a set amount, tax free, each month to a selected charity.  

764. Water-Skiing, Windsurfing, Sailboarding: Requires goodwill of watersports centre, also safety issues. Ask a local 
watersports centre to give you a reduction on a morning or afternoon water-skiing (some will do this if it is for charity), 
windsurfing or sailboarding. Get sponsorship for the number of seconds you stay standing. If you know you are hopeless, 
get sponsored for the number of times you fall over. Please do this under trained supervision, not by borrowing a friend's 
equipment. 

765. We Are Having A Parent's Night Out on June 13 to raise startup money for a new Children's Day Out program at my 
church.Preschool Board Members and teachers hired so far are going to provide a fun night for kids. No set charge for the 
night,just donations. The response has been overwhelming. Provide an evening daycare with volunteers. Let the parents 
have an evening to themselves. They pick the kids up at 9 or 10, or you can have a van deliver them to the homes. 

766. We Make, You Bake Make a BUNCH of apple pies and sell them, uncooked. The buyer bakes at home for a fresh –
baked apple pie. Sell for five times the cost. Pre-sell the pies so you get some of the cash and have guaranteed sales.  

767. Web Page.  If you don’t have a GOOD one, get one. If you don’t have one at all, go to Homestead or Geocities or some 
other web hosting place. There are lots of free ones out there that use pop-up ads to pay for the web space. Don’t use pho-
tos on your cover page. Graphics-intense pages are slow to load and you lose people.  

768. Web Site Creation – Create your own website about your organization. Or, have a web site “contest” to see who can 
build the best web site for you? Send an e-mail to everyone on your contact list and invite them to visit the website. 

769. Welly (Galosh) Throwing: Suitable for sideshow at fair or sportsday, but make sure people throw AWAY from the 
other events! Charge entrants to see how far they can throw a welly boot (galosh). At the end of the day, give a prize to 
the winner. This can also be run as a tournament. 

770. Wheelbarrow Races: At a fun sports day, have a 2-person wheelbarrow race where one person is the 'barrow' and the 
other is the 'barrow-pusher'. Or you use real wheelbarrows and teams enter to push each other a number of laps around a 
park or car park (will require permission). Charge each team an entry fee and ask teams to get sponsorship as well. You 
could have additional classes for costume, decorated barrows etc; with an entry fee and award for each class. Don't steal 
shopping trolleys (shopping karts), but you may be able to ask a local store if they have any dented trolleys (with all 
wheels present!) which you can borrow before the trolley is scrapped. 

771. Wheelchair Races. If you or some people you know are in wheelchairs, let there be a race or two. Handpowered only, 
or push only. If it is agreeable, have the participants turn it into bumper chairs. If you pad the chairs with rubber bumpers, 
that is. 

772. Where Does The Money Go? Have a sign up at all adoption events listing what donations are used for. Have photos 
of specific animals that need attention, attached to jars.. Have photos of every beastie on hand, and as an animal is taken 
care of, pull and replace the photo.  
"Donate $5 and pay for Bosco’s rabies shot" " 
 “Donate $1 and feed Puddles for 3 days.”  
 “Donate $35 and pay for Chatterbox  to be neutered 
 “Fuzzbucket needs a $575  eye surgery. Can you help?” --  and have a little thermometer to color in as you reach the 
goal. Offer a thank you board, and transfer the photo with a handwritten “Julie Davis paid for Squishmouth’s heartworm 
medication! Happy Squishmouth!”   

773. Whist Or Hearts Drive. I confess I don’t get the game. But it is popular among some crowds. Hearts or Spades will do, 
as well. For this fundraiser, the students play the card game for 24 consecutive hours. (You could probably use any card 
game you wanted as long as it was the same card game for 24 hours.) You solicit pledges per point accrued for each 
player. For example, someone signs up to pledge one penny per point and if the student earns 2,000 points during the 24 
hours, the total pledge is $20. 

774. White Elephant Sale.  See Jumble Sale 
775. Who’s That Babe? Great for the work place! Ask employees to bring in their baby pictures, then copy them with a 

copy machine. Blow up the pics if it won’t mess up the clarity. Draw a number on the photocopy. Display them and have 
two contests run simultaneously: Who Is That Baby Now; and Cutest Baby. Donors staple a dollar to a piece of paper, on 
which they have written which contest, and their answer. Since it is two contests, folks have a chance to contribute twice. 
No prize unless you want to. Just a fun way to handle small contributions. Could be hilarious in a school. 

776. Whose Line Is It Anyways? An improv night. Sort of . Plan ahead for some of the musical numbers. Have set tunes 
for the hoe down, rhythm and blues, etc. 

777. Wild West Evening. Complete with on-the-street “gun” fight. Dress up like cowboys, sell burgers and beans (veggie 
burgers okay, if not authentic!) 
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778. Wine And Cheese Party – Host a party at a local restaurant and ask the owner to donate the wine and cheese. Oth-

erwise, have everyone bring a bottle. The guests must notify the host in advance so there are no duplicates. If nobody is a 
cheese connoisseur, tell the counter attendant at your deli what you are doing and let her help you select cheeses. 

779. Wine Tasting. Obviously you must be of age. Speak to a local vintner, they are usually pleased to have wine tastings 
because they sell more wine! 

780. Wine/Beer Auction: May require venue. Could be part of a fundraising day. Ask local off-licences (liquor stores), 
pubs, clubs or individuals to donate bottles of wine (note: sale of home-made wine is illegal in most places) and bottles of 
good quality ale/beer. Arrange an auction in your garden or in a school hall. Charge for entry and/or programmes detail-
ing the auction lots. If possible, persuade a professional auctioneer to donate his services for an afternoon/evening. 

781. Winter Festival: In addition to a chili supper, games, coke walk, etc. we have an auction. The items auctioned off are 
baskets containing items of a certain theme.(Bath, picnic, game, college, baby, etc.) Each class draws the name of a theme 
and collects donated items for their basket. When the baskets are auctioned, the proceeds go to the school and the class 
whose basket brought in the most money wins a pizza party.  

782. Wishing Well. Pretty simple. Do up a lovely well or fountain, and either let folks throw in their spare change or have 
some special tokens (like fake koi for a pond or fountain) that you sell. Or, the participants pay a fee and buy a fishing 
pole. They drop the line down the well and someone sitting below hooks a prize on it. Watch Disney’s Pollyanna for 
how-to. 

783. Woodcraft: If woodcraft is your hobby, build items for sale at fairs and sales e.g. bird-houses, planters, letter racks, 
small display shelves. To reduce costs, use donated or scrap wood.  

784. Workshops: Our center host a Saturday morning presentation of workshops for other child care providers in the area. 
This is our fourth year to host what has become an annual event. We charge $10 registration. This year we have 20 differ-
ent presentations scheduled. I contact local and area trainers, and ask them to do either something they already have put 
together, or a presentation they are working on to present at a larger conference and would like to try out. A make and 
take is always scheduled at an extra cost. Please e-mail me if you would like more information.  

785. Worst Holiday Snapshots/Videos: Invite friends or colleagues to submit their worst holiday photos and videos. 
Charge a small entry fee per photo/video and get a panel of judges to decide on the very worst (you may need several 
categories). The worst ones can be displayed or shown to all entrants and a prize given to the winners.  

786. Wreath Sales Sell holiday wreaths. Order wreaths at wholesale in November from a wholesaler or nursery. If you   pur-
chase them for $5.00 each sell them at $10.00 undecorated and $15.00-20.00 decorated. Do some in advance as examples, 
and pre-sell. 
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787. X-Files Marathon 
788. Xmas/New Year Party: Requires budget, may require venue and permission, needs volunteers to make or donate 

food/drink and to sell it at the event. Arrange a festive party with mince pies, mulled wine, festive food and entertain-
ments or disco. Sell tickets in advance to friends or, if it is open to public, advertise it beforehand and charge an entry fee 
(must cover cost of 1 glass wine + 1 mince pie). Each person gets a free glass of wine and mince pie when they arrive, but 
they must buy additional drinks/food from stalls at the venue or from a volunteer in your own kitchen. This can be 
adapted to any theme or occasion. 

789. Xylophone Competition: See how many things can be used to make xylophones: bottles filled with water, metal 
pipes, bells without ringers, wood blocks, etc. Each xylophone must be of one item (no mixing bottles and bells in the 
same instrument). Then have a concert.  
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790. Yachting/Rowing Regatta: Requires venue. If you are a member of a sailing/dinghy/rowing club, organize a boating 

race, charging an entry fee and offering prizes for the winners. Refreshments could be available to members of the public 
who attend. Could be combined with other stalls or sideshows at the venue. 

791. Yard Sale  Have each member of your organization clean out their closets and contribute the items they no longer want 
for a yard sale that would benefit the club. The cost for the event would be for the advertising and a time commitment 
from each member to mind the store as well as contribution of items to sell. A yard sale can help your club raise money 
and help your members get rid of those hideous gifts they got years ago and never use. Ask members to ask their parents 
and the teachers of their children to donate. Remember to PICK THE ITEMS UP. If you tell them that you will be driving 
around in a van on Thursday evening, and to have their stuff out front, that will make it easier. Also, remember to 
LEAVE RECEIPTS. Ask members to donate 4 hours of their time. Have the day set up in shifts, and have a 1-hour over-
lap, so there will be some continuity and people can go pee. Pass out brochures or flyers at the entrance (if you’re having 
it in a parking lot or something) or at each table. Have a couple of coolers full of cold drinks, and a few thermoses of hot 
drinks if it’s cold. Yard Sale. I organized a school yard sale for the pre-school where I teach. I asked the parents to bring 
in items from home  

792. Yearly Collection: Keep a collection box at home for the whole year and encourage family and friends to contribute to 
it. If you or your family/friends are generous donate the contents every time the box is full and get a receipt showing the 
amount collected. Keep a running total. 

793. Yoga Instructor – You’ve bent over backwards for them…now it’s their turn to do the same for you! 
794. Yogurt Night  Contact local ice cream parlors of yogurt shops to see if they would be willing to give you a portion of 

their profits for every customer you bring in on a given night, the members of your club can have fun socializing and the 
shop will gain publicity and name recognition on the university campus. No one looses. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
CONTACT THE MANAGERS WELL IN ADVANCE SO AS TO FILL OUT ALL THE APPROPRIATE PAPER 
WORK.  

795. Your Own Personal Matching Gift  – Ask a friend to see if they can investigate getting their company to match 
pledges. 

796. Yoyo Challenge: Get sponsored for the number of minutes you can keep a yoyo going or for the number of tricks you 
can perform in a certain time.  The yoyo has to be one on a string, not the goofball you work with. 
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797. Zany/Bad Taste Fancy Dress: Hold a fancy dress or bad taste clothing competition to see who can come up with the 

silliest or worst costume, preferably with their faces made up (even the men) or painted. Charge participants to enter. This 
could be part of a larger event with people arriving in costume and having their entry registered. It could be themed e.g. 
school uniform, not-so-super-heroes (make up your own names e.g. Washing-Up Man, Blunderwoman) 

798. Zoo Cleanup Day – See if the zoo will let you scoop poop and wash down cages. Get sponsored by how many cages 
per category (sorry, mice and elephants are NOT equal). Save the poop from herbivores and sell to gardeners. Herbivore 
litter, too (litter being straw, grass, etc. mixed with poop).  

799. Zoo Visit. Talk to the zoo for a special zoo day with reduced fees, but charge the regular price. You get the extra. Won’t 
be much, but it will be fun.  

 
 
 
 
  


